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  The United Methodist Women 
met on September 3, 2026 at 6:00 
PM. The meeting began with a 
salad luncheon.   

  Patti Griffiths, co-founder of Next 
Life Foundation, shared her 
inspirational and remarkable story 
of how God led her from northwest 
Iowa to Mbuguni, Tanzania.  

  Next Life Foundation provides 
young people with practical training 
in tailoring and carpentry along 
with sharing the love of God.  
Through vocational education and 
Christian teaching, young people 
gain skills for employment, become 
self-sufficient, and make a positive 
difference in their families and 
communities. 

  The meeting was very well 
attended with 30 people in 
attendance. Thank you to all who 
brought salads and attended the 
meeting.  

 

     

Mission: To share the hope of Christ through vocational 

education and demonstrate God's love by walking alongside 

students and staff in times of need. 



 

 

                     

 

Usher Schedule:  
 

 
September 20:  Deb Hertz and Carla & Randy Gustafson 

September 27:  Angie Sobotka, Julie Potter, and Jean Murray 

October 4: Jr. & Sr. High Youth  
 

 

Liturgist Schedule: 
 

September 20 & 27:  Angie Christenson 
October 4 & 11:  Monty Potter 
October 18 & 25:  Pat Sullivan 

 
 

Acolyte Schedule: 
 

September 20:  Reagan Hertz and Matt Rubel 

September 27:  Gage Gustafson and Jacob Sobotka 

October 4:  Feinox Wiley and McKenna Egertsen 
 

If you are unable to work on your date, please find a replacement and let the 
office know at 712-841-4476. 

 
 

 

 

                           



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Varina Announcements . . . 

Community Coffee Dates for the Month of 

September: 

           Wednesday: September 16, 23, and 30 
Time:  9:00 AM – 11:00 AM 

Everyone is welcome to attend. 
 

 

 

 

 

Varina UMC 
Sunday School 

Starts October 4, 2026 

Ingathering Donations 

are due at the Varina UMC 

by November 1. 

Laurens Announcements . . . 

 

Youth Sunday School:  9:15-10:10 AM 

Adult Sunday School:  9:30-10:00 AM 

 

All are welcome to attend! 

 

 

UMW Fall Bazaar 

Date:  November 21     New Hours:  9:30 AM-12:30 PM 



                   

     

October 1:  UMW Meeting in Fellowship Hall @ 6:00 PM.   
        Soup will be provided by Kaye and Sarah.  Amanda Martz is the guest speaker beginning  
                 at 6:30 PM. Amanda is on the Laurens-Marathon School Board. 
 
October 3:  UMM Meeting in Fellowship Hall @ 8:00 AM.  Don will provide breakfast with Monty  
        leading the lesson.   
 
October 4:  World Communion Sunday Special Offering during worship service. 
 
October 18:  3rd Grade Bibles will be given at worship service. 
  Administrative Council Meeting in Laurens at 11:30 AM.  All are welcome to attend. 
 
October 19:  Charge Conference in Emmetsburg at the Methodist Church @ 6:00 PM. 
 
October 21:  Administrative Council Meeting in Varina at 7:00 PM.  All are welcome to attend. 
 

 

 

 

. . . .  Varina and Laurens UMCs are collecting plastic bags to make plastic mats.  In Varina, use the  
         appropriate container.  In Laurens, drop the bags off in the church office. 

. . . . Clothes Closet at the First Christian Church is open every Thursday from 2:00 PM to 
5:00 PM and the last Saturday of each month from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM. 

. . . . Laurens Congregate Meals are served Monday thru Friday.  Call 712-841-2577 for 
hours, pricing, and order.   

. . . . Meal Train is an organized way for friends and family to deliver home-cooked meals to 
someone going through a challenging time.  It’s a caring way to ensure the recipient 
doesn’t have to think about grocery shopping or preparing meals while going through a 
major life event. Contact Julie Potter at 712-450-0321 or jepotter1963@gmail.com if 
you know of someone who could benefit. 

 

Monthly Reminders . . . 

Noisy Offering for The Month 

Of September Will be 

Donated to  “Caring Lunches” 

 

mailto:jepotter1963@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Laurens UMC 

               Stewardship, Prayer Requests 
              & Worship Schedule 

  

    

 

201 W. Main, Laurens, Iowa 50554 

 

Stewardship for September 2026: 
 

                                                                Weekly               Year-to-date              Special  
 

Total Receipts for 2026                $ 86,859.73             $ 4,003.57 
 
Total Receipts received for September    6:         $  2,760.00              $ 89,619.73  $     290.83 
        Aug Qtrs. 
 

Total Receipts received for September   13:        $  1,510.00              $ 91,129.73  $      
 
Total Receipts received for September  20:         $                       $    $      
 
Total Receipts received for September  27: $                        $    $ 
 
               

Projected Budget Needs 2026:                     $ 3,979.66        $ 210,922.00            

  
Attendance for September   6:  Worship Service: 36 

Attendance for September 13:  Worship Service: 48 Sunday School: 22 

Attendance for September 20:  Worship Service:  Sunday School: 

Attendance for September 27:  Worship Service:  Sunday School: 
 

  
Deb Spanier, Deborah Wingler, Thaine Hopkins, Robyn Cornell, 
Mandy Reese, April Dalby, Pat Boughey, Amy Gustafson, Karen 
Johnson, Terry Spanier, Edward Schmidt, Kay Schrecengost, 
Methodist Church, nursing home residents, our church, victims of all 
natural disasters, those battling illness, our men & women of the 
armed forces, our world, and people in Ukraine, and people of Israel. 

          
 

LAURENS UMC WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

Sunday, September 20, 2026: 
Youth Sunday School 9:15-10:10 AM 
Adult Sunday School 9:30-10:00 AM 

Fellowship Coffee 10:00 AM 
Worship @ 10:30 AM 

  

                         

                          

    

                            

  

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Varina UMC 
 Stewardship, Prayer Requests  

     & Worship Schedule 
321 Main, Varina, Iowa 50593 

   

Stewardship for September 2026: 

                                                                       Weekly                  Monthly               Special   
 
Total Receipts for 2026:  
 
Total Receipts received for September    6:         $  1,047.00              $ 1,047.00  $    
 

Total Receipts received for September   13:        $     307.00              $ 1,354.00  $      
 
Total Receipts received for September  20:         $                       $    $      
 
Total Receipts received for September  27: $                        $    $ 
 

Projected Budget Needs for 2026:         $ 633.15 

 
Attendance for September   6:  Worship Service:  32 

Attendance for September 13:  Worship Service:  17 

Attendance for September 20:  Worship Service:  

Attendance for September 27:  Worship Service:  

 

 

 
 

 

 

VARINA UMC WORSHIP SCHEDULE: 

 

Sunday, September 20, 2026 

Worship Service at 9:00 a.m. 

 

 
 

The Family of Dorothy Mernin, Mike Conlon, Gloria Mobley, 

Bruce Erie, Mandy Reese, Marie Breon, Denise Tegels, Paul 

Kraft, Milton Voss, Gary and Carol Siepker, Walt Collins, 

Julia Collins, The United Methodist Church, our nation, 

victims of all natural disasters, victims of violence,  our men 

& women of the armed forces, our world, people of Israel, 

and people in Ukraine. 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact information: 
  

Rev. Jim Davis:  Pastor’s Cell phone: 319-321-1705 

   Pastor’s Email:  eyeowaypastor@gmail.com 
  

                     Sue Jarvis, Administrative Assistant:   Office (712) 841-4476 

                    Email:  methodist@laurensumc.org 
  

  www.laurensumc.org 
  

Linda Olson, Laurens UMC Custodian 

  

Any items for our Sunday bulletin need to be submitted to the 
church office @ (712) 841-4476 or methodist@laurensumc.org by 
9 A.M. Friday morning.  Any items for our weekly church 
newsletter need to be submitted by 9 a.m. on Monday mornings. 
Thank you for your cooperation. 

If you are unable to join us for in-person worship, please worship with 
us online as our worship services are live-streamed on the Laurens    
United Methodist Church Facebook page @ 10:30 a.m. every Sunday.  
Worship services are also available on our website at 
www.laurensumc.org. Just click on “Sermons/Devotions.” 
  

  

If you or a loved one is ready to be removed from or  need 
added to our prayer list, please call the church office  

     @ (712) 841-4476. 

              Laurens United Methodist Church 

 

 

               

 

              Varina United Methodist Church 

 


