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August 26: 
o Private funeral at the Laurens 

UMC @ 1:00 PM.  Church is 
unavailable. 

o Varina Administrative Council 
Meeting @ 7:00 PM .  All are 
welcome to attend. 

 
September 3: 
UMW meeting at the church @ 6:00 PM.  
Program:  Next Life Foundation, Patti 
Griffiths.  (See Page 3 for more 
details) 
 

September 5: 
UMM meeting in Fellowship Hall @ 8:00 
AM.  Breakfast will be provided by 
Richard. Lesson is TBD. 
 
September 6: 
Holy Communion Sunday 
Potluck to follow worship service. Bring 
your favorite dish. 
 
September 8: 
Bazaar Planning Meeting in the Wesley 
Room @ 7:00 PM.   
 

September 13: 
Sunday School Kickoff 
 

Greetings Church!  
 
I pray you've been having a good summer and staying 
cool as well as enjoying family and time away (if you've 
been able to get it!) - and if you've been away from 
worship, we've missed seeing you! 
 
As the summer winds down and we get ready for back to 
school and the coming of Fall, the Finance Team and I 
want to take this opportunity to thank you for your 
faithfulness in responding to God's blessing in your lives 
through the service and gifts you given so far this year. It 
really is appreciated. 
 
Summer can be a time for vacations and weekend 
getaways, unfortunately as a result, traditionally we as 
the church can experience a pretty good drop in our cash 
reserves for a couple of reasons. One, several larger bills 
hit about this time, and two, the common trend is that 
when we're not in worship our normal financial gifts aren't 
either. 
 
That's part of the reason we reaching out to you. First - if 
you've not been able to be here - to encourage you to 
consider an additional financial gift in response to how 
God has blessed you. And second, to check with your 
bank about the possibility of setting up automatic 
payments to the church. That way you are able to 
maintain what you have committed to give even when 
you are not able to be in worship. This can be a blessing 
to you as well as to your church. 
 
Again, on behalf of the Finance Team, thank you for your 
generosity and faithfulness in serving the needs of your 
church and our shared ministries. 
 
Pastor, Jim Davis & Finance Chair, Kennedy Heater 
 



                     

 

Usher Schedule:  
 

 
August 30: Greg Hertz, Brad Rubel, and John Sobotka   

 
September 6:  Kelly Tate, and Hunter & Jennifer Valentine 

 
September 13:  Jean Murray, and Angie & Aaron Christenson 

 
 

Liturgist Schedule: 
 

August 30:  Jacob Sobotka 

September 6 & 13:  Jennifer Valentine 

September 20 & 27:  Angie Christenson 

 

Communion Servers: 
 

September 6:  Deb Hertz, Julie Potter, Kelly Tate, and Jennifer Valentine 
 

If you are unable to work on your date, please find a replacement and 
let the office know at 712-841-4476. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

There is NO Varina Mary Circle in the month of August. 

                           

Varina Announcements . . . 

Thank you to Aven Erie for providing the 

special music during worship service on 

August 23. 

Remaining Coffee Date for the Month of August : 

              Wednesday: 26 
Time:  9:00 AM – 11:00 AM 

Everyone is welcome to attend. 
 

 

 

 



 

The United Methodist Women will meet on Thursday, September 3, 2026 at the Laurens 

Methodist Church.  The meeting will begin with a salad bar. We are requesting that all 

UMW members bring a salad.  The program will be given by Patti Griffiths.  

Patti Griffiths, co-founder of Next Life Foundation, will share the remarkable story of 

how God led her from northwest Iowa to Mbuguni, Tanzania, where a Christian 

vocational training school is helping young people build a better future. 

Next Life Foundation recently celebrated 10 years of ministry, providing young people in 

this economically challenged, predominantly Muslim community with practical training in 

tailoring and carpentry, while also sharing the love and message of Jesus Christ. 

Through vocational education, Christian teaching, and relationships with students and 

their families, Next Life Foundation is helping young people gain skills for employment, 

become self-sufficient, and make a positive difference in their families and communities. 

Come hear the story, learn how God is working through this ministry, and 

discover how you can be part of what He is doing in Tanzania.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

Beginning of School Year Prayer 

Invitation . . . 

 
Almighty God, You have called us to care for one another and to build a 
community grounded in love and faith in Jesus Christ. As we dedicate this new 
school year to You, we ask for Your blessing upon all our students. Grant them 
wisdom and the ability to learn and grow. Protect them at all times and in every 
place. May their classrooms and schools become environments where kindness, 
gentleness, love, patience, joy, and peace flourish. Bless the teachers, staff, and 
administrators as they guide and shape the future of our students. Bless parents 
and guardians, providing them with all they need to make this year rewarding and 
full of growth. Instill in us hope through Your constant presence, through Your 
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You in the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen.  
 

May God bless and keep you. Rev. Dr. Michel Lundula 
 

 
 
 

 



 
Disaster Response Update - SUMMER 2026 

 
Over the course of summer 2026, Iowa has had heavy rain, street, river and creek 
flooding, large hail (really Large Hail) high winds, power outages, tornados, roof 
damage, building damage, basement flooding and more. Along with fires, flooding, 
landslides, and disasters in neighboring states. Like many of you, I want to help! My 
first instinct is to pack the car and GO HELP! BUT PLEASE DON’T.  
 
In the days (and weeks) to come we will have information and opportunities for you to 
help. The reali ty is that all communities in Iowa have a Disaster Emergency plan. 
Opportunities to help can be found by con tacting the City Hall of the community that 
you want to help and follow what they have set in place. YOU CAN ALSO HELP:  
 

**PRAYING, for those affected, those grieving, those in shelter and those   
responding.  

**REACH OUT, if you know someone who is affected by Disaster reach out, call 
them, send a note or text. Knowing that others care and are praying makes a 
HUGE difference. It’s the best of who we are as a connectional church.  

**DONATING a financial gift to IOWA Disaster Response, Special Advance #223 OR 
to UMCOR Domestic Special Advance # 901670 (Funds donated to Iowa Disaster 
Response, are used in IOWA to support Disaster clean-up and recovery. Funds 
donated to UMCOR Domestic funds are offered as Emergency Grants to 
Conferences in times of disaster, Iowa has received several in the last few 
years.)  

**MAKING CLEAN-UP BUCKETS, SCHOOL KITS and HYGIENE KITS: Go to 
UMCOR.org or Midwest Missions Distribution Center, midwestmissions.org for 
information on how to make Clean-up Buckets and other Kits. Completed kits can 
be brought to In-Gathering or to Midwest Missions in Jefferson, Iowa  

**GET TRAINED AND GET A TEAM TOGETHER so that when the time is right you 
can go and help. ERT and UMVIM Training will help to prepare you for 
volunteering. As a policy, we do not respond alone, we go in pairs or teams to 
support and care for each other.  

 
Contact Pastor Catie Newman 712-899-4067 or disaster.response@iaumc.org to 
schedule ERT or Spiritual Care Training. OR Contact Pastor Derrick Okine 605-691-
6020, for UMVIM Leader Training 
 
 

Would you like to be a part of your District or Conference 
leadership? 

 
Now is the time for you to indicate your interests and talents for serving on our various 
district and conference-level agencies. An easily accessed form is available to you on 
the Conference website to let us know where you feel called to serve:  

https://iaumc-reg.brtapp.com/2026IowaConferenceLeadershipPoolForm 
 

 

Conference . . . 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Laurens UMC 

               Stewardship, Prayer Requests 
              & Worship Schedule 

  

    

 

201 W. Main, Laurens, Iowa 50554 

 

Stewardship for August 2026: 
 

                                                               Weekly              Year-to-date          Special  
 

Total Receipts for 2026          $ 75,360.32 $ 3,524.92 
 
           Total Receipts received for August   2:         $  3,087.00               $ 78,447.32          $   478.65 
       Food Pantry 
       July Quarters 
 

           Total Receipts received for August   9:          $    700.00 $ 79,147.32 $      
 
 

           Total Receipts received for August 16:          $ 3,333.00        $ 82,480.32 $      
 
           Total Receipts received for August 23:      $  3,737.41     $ 86,217.73 $ 
 

Total Receipts received for August 30:      $         $   $ 
 
               

Projected Budget Needs 2026:                     $ 3,979.66        $ 210,922.00            

  
Attendance for August  2:  Worship Service: 34 

Attendance for August  9:  Worship Service: 41 

Attendance for August 16:  Worship Service: 39 

Attendance for August 23:  Worship Service: 41  

Attendance for August 30:  Worship Service:   
 

  
Deborah Wingler, Thaine Hopkins, Robyn Cornell, Mandy Reese, 
April Dalby, Pat Boughey, Amy Gustafson, Karen Johnson, Terry 
Spanier, Edward Schmidt, Kay Schrecengost, Methodist Church, 
nursing home residents, our church, victims of all natural disasters, 
those battling illness, our men & women of the armed forces, our 
world, and people in Ukraine, and people of Israel. 

          
 

LAURENS UMC WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sunday, August 30, 2026: 

Fellowship Coffee 10:00 AM 
Worship @ 10:30 AM 

  

                         

                          

    

                            

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Varina UMC 
 Stewardship, Prayer Requests  

     & Worship Schedule 
321 Main, Varina, Iowa 50593 

   

Stewardship for August 2026: 

                                                               Weekly                  Monthly               Special   
 
Total Receipts for 2026:  
 
Total Receipts received for August   2:          $    851.00             $     851.00   $  

             
Total Receipts received for August   9:          $ 416.00       $ 1,267.00  $  
 
Total Receipts received for August 16:          $   488.00     $ 1,755.00  $ 
 
Total Receipts received for August 23:      $   275.00      $ 2,030.00  $ 
 
Total Receipts received for August 30:      $           $   $ 
 

Projected Budget Needs for 2026:         $ 633.15 

 
Attendance for August   2:   Worship Service: 63 

Attendance for August  9:   Worship Service:  28  

Attendance for August 16:   Worship Service: 20 

Attendance for August 23:   Worship Service: 24 

Attendance for August 30:   Worship Service:  

 

 
 

 

VARINA UMC WORSHIP SCHEDULE: 

Sunday, August 30, 2026 

Worship Service at 9:00 a.m. 

 

 
 

Mike Conlon, Dorothy Mernin, Gloria Mobley, Bruce Erie, 

Mandy Reese, Marie Breon, Denise Tegels, Paul Kraft, Milton 

Voss, Gary and Carol Siepker, Walt Collins, Julia Collins, The 

United Methodist Church, our nation, victims of all natural 

disasters, victims of violence,  our men & women of the 

armed forces, our world, people of Israel, and people in 

Ukraine. 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact information: 
  

Rev. Jim Davis:  Pastor’s Cell phone: 319-321-1705 

   Pastor’s Email:  eyeowaypastor@gmail.com 
  

                     Sue Jarvis, Administrative Assistant:   Office (712) 841-4476 

                    Email:  methodist@laurensumc.org 
  

  www.laurensumc.org 
  

Linda Olson, Laurens UMC Custodian 

  

Any items for our Sunday bulletin need to be submitted to the 
church office @ (712) 841-4476 or methodist@laurensumc.org by 
9 A.M. Friday morning.  Any items for our weekly church 
newsletter need to be submitted by 9 a.m. on Monday mornings. 
Thank you for your cooperation. 

If you are unable to join us for in-person worship, please worship with 
us online as our worship services are live-streamed on the Laurens    
United Methodist Church Facebook page @ 10:30 a.m. every Sunday.  
Worship services are also available on our website at 
www.laurensumc.org. Just click on “Sermons/Devotions.” 
  

  

If you or a loved one is ready to be removed from or  need 
added to our prayer list, please call the church office  

     @ (712) 841-4476. 

              Laurens United Methodist Church 

 

 

               

 

              Varina United Methodist Church 

 


