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%UP‘COMING EVENTS

August 18:

Christian Education and Sunday School
Teachers Meeting in the Wesley Room
at 7:00 PM. (Note Change of Date)

August 23:

Blessing of the teachers, students, and
backpacks during worship service in
both Varina and Laurens.

August 26:

o Private funeral at the Laurens
UMC @ 1:00 PM. Church is
unavailable.

o Varina Administrative Council
Meeting @ 7:00 PM . All are
welcome to attend.

September 3:

UMW meeting at the church @ 6:00 PM.

Program: Next Life Foundation, Patti
Griffiths. (See Page 3 for more
details)

September 5:

UMM meeting in Fellowship Hall @ 8:00
AM. Breakfast will be provided by
Richard. Lesson is TBD.

September 8:
Bazaar Planning meeting in the Wesley
Room @ 7:00 PM.

September 13:
Sunday School Kickoff
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Announcements:

Remaining Coffee Dates for the Month of
August @ the Varina UMC:
Wednesdays: August 19 and 26

Time: 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM
Everyone is welcome to attend.

There is NO Varina Mary Circle in the month
of August.

Deminders:

Ministry & Worship Survey due today.

Noisy Offering for the month of August is
donated to the LM School District to purchase
school supplies.

Upper Room Devotionals for the months of
September-October are available in the church
library and the Narthex.

Caring Cards are available for most occasions.
Stop and check out the display in the Narthex.

Labor Day: Monday, September 7 church offices
will be closed.

Food Pantry Hours: Thursdays 4-6 PM and the
last Monday of the month from 11 AM-1 PM.



Usher Schedule:

August 23: Virginia & Richard Garner, and Jason Gustafson

August 30: Greg Hertz, Brad Rubel, and John Sobotka

September 6: Kelly Tate, and Hunter & Jennifer Valentine

Liturgist Schedule:

August 16 & 23: Clayton Rubel
August 30: Jacob Sobotka
September 6 & 13: Jennifer Valentine

Communion Servers:

September 6: Deb Hertz, Julie Potter, Kelly Tate, and Jennifer Valentine

If you are unable to work on your date, please find a replacement and
let the office know at 712-841-4476.

Lay Servant Training

Date: Saturday, September 26, 2026

Location: Clear Lake UMC, 508 2nd Ave N, Clear Lake, IA 50428
Time: 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Food: Please bring your own lunch, refrigerator available.

There is no fee to attend, it is a gift to laity from our Circuit

Classes:

Basic taught by Pastor Brian Cushman

Please order and read: Lay Servant Ministries Basic Course Participant’s
Book. ISBN 978-0-88177-626-3 thru Cokesbury

Advanced Course - Spiritual Gifts - taught by Pastor Luke Evans
Please order and read: Serving from the Heart ISBN 978-1-426-73599-8
thru Cokesbury

Questions contact: Lorene Dykstra 641-210-5619 or wdykstra@yahoo.com


https://iaumc-email.brtapp.com/!HXr52suBUOKke-s1d3IiVTGVQ8UVMGV0++W9Q1-W3uE8TuT-wqT54MO3G96Z4EACw
https://iaumc-email.brtapp.com/!HOArR03ADlJQv89lEIv2Mz32xLWOORIQA5nceDQcNy8eDGIMvedTr5Twdo6otN8u0
https://iaumc-email.brtapp.com/!EfTQouf+KW6b6Fe+NrjUr4ori8FsxPumwmPgJQxsllldft8IiigYIqbG4ReNUzrf0

Laurens United Methodist Church Administrative Council
August 16, 2026

Present: Brad and Michelle Rubel, Connie Dallenbach, Pastor Jim, Monte Potter, Kaye
and Doc Van Genderen, and Don Hertz.

Vice-Chairman Doc Van Genderen called the meeting to order. Pastor Jim opened with
a prayer. Michelle Rubel moved to approve July 19, 2026, minutes, Brad Rubel second,

motion carried.

Brad Rubel (Trustees) reported that a paint bill has not been received yet from Highway
10 so the total for painting is still not available.

Michelle Rubel (Staff Parish) reported that the committee will have a meeting to
complete the necessary form before the annual charge conference.

Missions — no report

Connie Dallenbach (Worship) reported that the committee will be meeting after the
surveys have been reviewed.

Laurens Youth Group — no report

Kaye Van Genderen (Memorials) reported that no memorials had been received.
Kaye Van Genderen (UMW) reported that the group would meet at 6 p.m. on
September 3™ with a salad bar for supper. Patti Griffiths, co-founder of Next Life
Foundation, will be presenting the program. Women from other churches have been

invited to attend.

Brad Rubel (UMM) reported that their next meeting will be September 5™. Richard
Garner will serve and the message is TBD.

Dwight Van Genderen (Endowment) reported $240,498.56 in the Siddall Music
Endowment fund and the checking account has a balance of $499.79.

Discussion was held concerning mailing costs for the office.



Pastor Jim reported that he has been visiting members and would like to see if
members would create a core team for visiting. He also reported that the surveys will
be viewed and the worship committee will view ideas. Pastor has been working on the
Discretionary Fund and Ministerial Fund records. The funds are so low that he has
stopped taking requests. He will be meeting with the other ministers in town to discuss
guidelines and perhaps have one or two people for oversite from each church. He will
discuss the Discretionary Fund with our church finance committee. He has talked with
Laurens Principal Hannah Zylstra about the possibility of having people from our church
read at school.

Kennedy Heater (Church Treasurer) is concerned about finances. Property Insurance
and the QuickBooks subscription are due soon. There will be a statement coming out
about the financial needs of the church.

Connie Dallenbach moved to adjourn, Michelle Rubel second, motion carried.

Kaye Van Genderen
Acting Secretary

Invitation ...

The United Methodist Women will meet on Thursday, September 3, 2026 at the Laurens
Methodist Church. The meeting will begin with a salad bar. We are requesting that all UMW
members bring a salad. The program will be given by Patti Griffiths.

Patti Griffiths, co-founder of Next Life Foundation, will share the remarkable story of how God
led her from northwest lowa to Mbuguni, Tanzania, where a Christian vocational training school
is helping young people build a better future.

Next Life Foundation recently celebrated 10 years of ministry, providing young people in this
economically challenged, predominantly Muslim community with practical training in tailoring
and carpentry, while also sharing the love and message of Jesus Christ.

Through vocational education, Christian teaching, and relationships with students and their
families, Next Life Foundation is helping young people gain skills for employment, become self-
sufficient, and make a positive difference in their families and communities.

Come hear the story, learn how God is working through this ministry, and discover how you
can be part of what He is doing in Tanzania.



Missions ...
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Mission Kits Collected During August

BED PACK
o | Twin-size fitted sheet

* | Twin-size flat sheet

* Pillow case

* 1 Bed pillow

Place allitems in an unscented trash bag.

STUDENT KIT
* 3 Notebooks - 1subject spiral 8"x 10 1/2"
1 Ruler - 12" long with metric

6 Pencils - unsharpened
1Pencil sharpener
1Eraser - 2" or larger
1Box 12 colored pencils
1Box 24 crayons
1Pair student scissors
e 10ne-handled cloth bag*
Place all items in the cloth bag or a grocery sack.

Plastic Bags: Both the Varina and Laurens UMC
are collecting plastic bags to make plarn mats as a
mission project. Please drop off bags at the church
office and at the Varina church.
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lsaurgns UMGC
Stewardship, Prager Requests
& Worship dchedule

201 W. Main, Laurens, lowa 50554

Stewardship for August 2026:

Weekly Year-to-date Special
Total Receipts for 2026 $ 75,360.32 $3,524.92
Total Receipts received for August 2: $ 3,087.00 $ 78,447.32 $ 478.65
Food Pantry
July Quarters
Total Receipts received for August 9: $ 700.00 $79,147.32 $
Total Receipts received for August 16: $ 3,333.00 $ 82,480.32 $
Total Receipts received for August 23: $ $ $
Total Receipts received for August 30: $ $ $
Projected Budget Needs 2026: $ 3,979.66 $210,922.00

Attendance for August 2: Worship Service: 34
Attendance for August 9: Worship Service: 41
Attendance for August 16: Worship Service: 39
Attendance for August 23: Worship Service:
Attendance for August 30: Worship Service:

Thaine Hopkins, Robyn Cornell, Mandy Reese, April Dalby, Pat
Boughey, Amy Gustafson, Karen J ohnson, Terry Spanier, Edward
Schmidt, Kay Schrecengost Methodist Church nursing home
remdents our church, victims of all natural dlsasters those battling
illness, our men & women of the armed forces, our world, and
people in Ukraine, and people of Israel.

LAURENS UMC WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday, August 16, 2026:
Fellowship Coffee 10:00 AM
Worship @ 10:30 AM




Varina UMC
Stewardship, Prager Requests
& Worship dchedule

321 Main, Varina, lowa 50593

Stewardship for August 2026:

Weekly Monthly Special
Total Receipts for 2026:
Total Receipts received for August 2: $ 851.00 $ 851.00 $
Total Receipts received for August 9: $ 416.00 $1,267.00 $
Total Receipts received for August 16: $ 488.00 $1,755.00 $
Total Receipts received for August 23: $ $ $
Total Receipts received for August 30: $ $ $

Projected Budget Needs for 2026: $ 633.15

Attendance for August 2: Worship Service: 63

Attendance for August 9:

Worship Service: 28

Attendance for August 16: Worship Service: 20

Attendance for August 23:

Worship Service:

Attendance for August 30: Worship Service:

Pé!AYER

The Family of Neil Richardson, Dorothy Mernin, Gloria
Mobley, Bruce Erie, Sandi Dilworth, Mandy Reese, Marie
Breon, Denise Tegels, Paul Kraft, Milton Voss, Gary and
Carol Siepker, Walt Collins, Julia Collins, The United
Methodist Church, our nation, victims of all natural disasters,
victims of violence, our men & women of the armed forces,
our world, people of Israel, and people in Ukraine.

VARINA UMC WORSHIP SCHEDULE:
Sunday, August 16, 2026
Worship Service at 9:00 a.m.
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If you are unable to join us for in-person worship, please worship with
;[ . NLlNE us online as our worship services are live-streamed on the Laurens
" "WORSHIP United Methodist Church Facebook page @ 10:30 a.m. every Sunday.
SERVICE Worship services are also available on our website at
www.laurensumc.org. Just click on “Sermons/Devotions.”

I.iSt @ (712) 841-4476.

X\/w If you or a loved one is ready to be removed from or need
/%P//ayer added to our prayer list, please call the church office

_—__\

/
I /\ | Any items for our Sunday bulletin need to be submitted to the
church office @ (712) 841-4476 or methodist@laurensumc.org by

9 AM. Friday morning. Any items for our weekly church

| o
I | newsletter need to be submitted by 9 a.m. on Monday mornings.
\News e&erl Thank you for your cooperation.
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Contact information:

Rev. Jim Davis: Pastor’s Cell phone: 319-321-1705

Pastor’s Email: eyeowaypastor@gmail.com

Sue Jarvis, Administrative Assistant: Office (712) 841-4476
Email: methodist@laurensumc.org

Like us on
Facebook

Laurens United Methodist Church

Like us on

Facebook

Varina United Methodist Church




