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Called to Freedom is the current sermon series for the next several weeks.

We are looking at the Gifts of the Holy Spirit we read about in Galatians and through the
freedom we receive through faith in Jesus, and our call to live them out in our lives of faith.

Sunday 7/12- Called to Freedom

The Apostle Paul defines Christian freedom. He clarifies that liberty is not an excuse for selfish
indulgence, but a call to humbly serve others through love. He presents a sharp contrast between
living by our own sinful desires and allowing the Holy Spirit to guide our lives. (Galatians 5:1, 13-26)

Sunday 7/19- Called to Kindness

"What does God actually desire from human beings?" Instead of demanding endless religious rituals
or expensive sacrifices, God requires a lifestyle defined by three actions: acting fairly in society,
practicing kindness, and living in faithful reliance on Him. (Micah 6: 6-8)

Sunday 7/26- Called to Generosity

In our look at verses from the first chapter of James' letter to his church we're focusing on
verse 17, “Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down
from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.” It
highlights the truth that our ability to be generous comes from God's character and nature
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which is the source of generosity. It helps us to understand - in unity with the Apostle Paul -
that generosity is not giving (and not just giving money), but giving of ourselves beyond what is
expected or required. Just as God gave of himself to us in Jesus' self-giving death. (James 1)

Sunday 8/2- Called to Patience

Giving thanks God, Paul is praying that the church may lead lives that honor God and through
that help people come to faith in Jesus. He also asks they be given the strength and patience to
endure, leading to joyful thankfulness to the Father. (Colossians 1)

Sunday 8/9- Called to Love

John's letter to the church fits well with what Paul was inspired to share about that Fruit of the
Holy Spirit in the life of followers of Jesus. The Fruit of the Spirit are all expressions of love. But
not in the general sense. They are expressions of God's character and nature of love - for God
is love.

Usher Schedule:
August 16: Matt Rubel, Monty Potter, and Jerry Sobotka

August 23: Virginia & Richard Garner, and Jason Gustafson

August 30: Greg Hertz, Brad Rubel, and John Sobotka

Liturgist Schedule:

August 16 & 23: Clayton Rubel
August 30: Jacob Sobotka
September 6 & 13: Jennifer Valentine

If you are unable to work on your date, please find a replacement and let the
office know at 712-841-4476.

Noisy Offering for the
month of August
will be donated to the
Laurens-Marathon School
for school supplies




Jrom My Perspective. . . .

A word out of your mouth may seem of no account, but it
can accomplish nearly anything - or destroy it! With our
tongues we bless God our Father; with the same tongues
we curse the very men and women he made in his image.
Curses and blessings out of the same mouth! It shouldnt
be that way! James 3:6, 8-10 (The Message)

I must have looked at this cartoon a couple of dozen times
over the years when looking for inspiration for From My
Perspective articles. Candidly, it never really hit home with
anything until just recently. I was skimming through my
Facebook feed looking for pictures and news from friends
and family when I saw (once again) a good friend of mine
commenting (from a Christian perspective) on a piece of
political news of the day. As usual his comments were well
thought out and tempered with a reasoned and fair tone.
He never bashes or name calls when responding to those
with different views and acknowledges their right to their
opinions. Unfortunately, several of his Facebook friends take the other approach. That should bother
all of us. Do you see the connection to the cartoon yet?

Over the past couple of weeks, we've been studying our freedom in Christ in terms of the Fruit of the
Holy Spirit and I've shared my understanding that they are expressions of the character and nature
of God - and - that we not only have the capacity to embody those as children of God, we also have
the responsibility to.

Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Those
need to be what people see and hear from us as children of God and followers of Jesus - in what we
do, what we say, and in what we post online.

That’s one of my continued prayers for us as disciples of Jesus. That we can continue to grow into
the image of Jesus.

Blessings

Pastor Jim



August Meetings .. ..

MONTHLY United Methodist Men
BREAKFAST Date: August 8, 2026
MEETING Time: 8:00 AM
Breakfast: Doc Van Genderen

ﬁlm Lesson: TBD
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Administrative Council

August 16: 11:30 AM at the Laurens UMC
In Fellowship Hall

August 26: 7:00 PM at the Varina UMC (Note Date Change)

All are welcome to attend the council meetings

F: Christian Education Committee
E_ B and Sunday School Teachers
DATE ECHR'ST[ AN Date: August 18, 2026
};:_: education Time: 7:00 PM
S Location: Wesley Room

PastorJim’s

SURVEY

is due

August 17th,

Place survey in
the basket in the
Narthex.

Surveys have been included in the church bulletin and newsletter. If you are still
needing a copy, there are extras in the Narthex.
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August 23, 2026

All children, youth, teachers, and educators are
invited to bring your school backpack to worship
service for a blessing before the 2026-2027 school
year begins.

Announcements: Varina UMC

-

Coffee Dates for the Month of

August:
Wednesdays: August 5, 12, 19, and 26

Time: 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Everyone is welcome to attend.

There will be NO Varina Mary Circle in August. This is vacation month. Enjoy!

monthly Peminders ...

. Varina and Laurens UMCs are collecting plastic bags to make plastic mats. In Varina, use the
appropriate container. In Laurens, drop the bags off in the church office.

. Clothes Closet at the First Christian Church is open every Thursday from 2:00 PM to
5:00 PM and the last Saturday of each month from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM.

. Laurens Congregate Meals are served Monday thru Friday. Call 712-841-2577 for
hours, pricing, and order.

. Meal Train is an organized way for friends and family to deliver home-cooked meals to
someone going through a challenging time. It's a caring way to ensure the recipient
doesn’t have to think about grocery shopping or preparing meals while going through a
major life event. Contact Julie Potter at 712-450-0321 or jepotter1963@gmail.com if
you know of someone who could benefit.



mailto:jepotter1963@gmail.com

Laurens Community Center

405 Ralston Street
Laurens, la

Milk and whole wheat bread are to be offered daily in addition to the written menu. Dessert of chef’s choice can
be added 2 times a week.

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
3 4 5 i T
Maidrite on VW Turkey & Drressing Ham & Cabbage Baked Chicken Taco Casserole
Bun Casserole Casserole Parmesian Com
Scalloped Comn Sweet Potatoes Whole Beets Casserole Refried Beans
Relishes Cranbermy Tropical Fruit Ereadstick Fruit
Pears Sauce Cauliflower w/
cheese
Peaches
10 11 12 13 14
Tuna Melt Spaghetti
Peas Pork Loin Shepherd's Pie Chicken Chow Mein Green Beans
? Mashed Potatoes w/ | Tomato Spoon avEr fice Garlic Bread
Gravy Salad Cucumber Salad Fruit
VW Bread WV Bread Jello Saladforange
Brocooli w Tropical Fruit
cheese
Applesauce
17 18 19 20 21
Chicken & Meat Loaf [talian Beef on Chicken Pot Pie
Biscuits Mashed Potatoes Hogie Bun Chef's Choice | Coltage Cheese
Carrots Green Beans Tator Tois Breadstick
Pears Peaches Salad Fruit
Fruit
24 25 26 27 28
Hot Ham & Hot Beefon Chicken Eroccoli Baked Fish Salisbury Steak w/
Cheese W Bread w/ Pasta Sweet Potato Fries Gravy
Sandwich Mashed Potatoes & Casserole 3 Bean Salad Mashed Potatoes
Tator Tofs Gravy Cale Slaw Peaches California Blendf
Green Salad Cabbage Jello Salad Cheese
Pineapple Apple Crisp Fruit Cinnamon Apple
Slices
31 Please call for .
Tuna Noodie Delivery starts | Dine In Meals | reservations at —
Caz=erole at11 AM begin at 11:30 | 712-450-0022 | ELDERERIDGI
Peas AM
Muffin
Fruit Salad

For News and Information:

KAYL 101.7 FM
KICD 107.7 FM

Facebook: City of Laurens

for current changes




Missions . ..
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Mission Kits Collected During August

BED PACK
o | Twin-size fitted sheet

¢ 1Twin-size flat sheet

STUDENT KIT
3 Notebooks - 1subject spiral 8"x 10 1/2" @

1Ruler -12" long with metric
6 Pencils - unsharpened
1Pencil sharpener

1Eraser - 2" or larger

1Box 12 colored pencils o Pillow case
1Box 24 crayons y
1Pair student scissors * 1Bed pillow

10ne-handled cloth bag*
Place all items in the cloth bag or a grocery sack.

Place all items in an unscented trash bag.

Your supplies were shipped on our 19th shipment of the year. This container went to Haiti on July
8, 2026!

Midwest Mission disbursed cloth bags, disposable diapers, Birthing Kits, Layette Kits, food handling
gloves, baby items, Rice Meals, buckets, sewing machines, Home Care Kits, walkers, wheelchairs,
tools, Personal Dignity Kits, electric sewing machines, sleeping mats, sponges, orthopedic
boots/braces, scrubs, and a baby incubator

The containers weighed 21,780 Ibs. and their value was $110,176.00.

This shipment was sent through our partner Food For The Poor (FFTP). FFTP serves 17 countries
in Latin America and the Caribbean. Because of your donations, people around the world have the
supplies they need to live a hope-filled, healthy life.

Thank you to all our donors and mission volunteers who purchased and assembled these essential
kits that show God's love in a practical way. Every kit assembled at Midwest Mission is made by a
volunteer. Without your dedication, we would not be able to continue to help others.




lsaurgns UMGC
Stewardship, Prager Requests
& Worship dchedule

Stewardship for August 2026:

201 W. Main, Laurens, lowa 50554

Weekly Year-to-date Special
Total Receipts for 2026 $ 75,360.32 $3,524.92
Total Receipts received for August 2: $ 3,087.00 $ 78,447.32 $ 478.65
Food Pantry
July Quarters
Total Receipts received for August 9: $ 700.00 $ 79,147.32 $
Total Receipts received for August 16: $ $ $
Total Receipts received for August 23: $ $ $
Total Receipts received for August 30: $ $ $
Projected Budget Needs 2026: $ 3,979.66 $210,922.00

Attendance for August 2: Worship Service: 34
Attendance for August 9: Worship Service: 41
Attendance for August 16: Worship Service:
Attendance for August 23: Worship Service:
Attendance for August 30: Worship Service:

Thaine Hopkins, Chandra Kienzle, Robyn Cornell, Mandy Reese,
April Dalby, Pat Boughey, Amy Gustafson, Karen Johnson, Terry
Spanier, Edward Schmidt, Kay Schrecengost, Methodist Church,
nursing home residents, our cl}llurch, victims of all natural disasters,
those battling illness, our men & women of the armed forces, our
world, and people in Ukraine, and people of Israel.

LAURENS UMC WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sunda}ylf, August 16, 2026:
Fellowship Coffee 10:00 AM
Worship @ 10:30 AM



Varina UMC
Stewardship, Prager Requests
& Worship schedule

321 Main, Varina, lowa 50593

Stewardship for August 2026:

Weekly Monthly Special
Total Receipts for 2026:
Total Receipts received for August 2: $ 851.00 $ 851.00 $
Total Receipts received for August 9: $ 416.00 $1,267.00 $
Total Receipts received for August 16: $ $ $
Total Receipts received for August 23: $ $ $
Total Receipts received for August 30: $ $ $

Projected Budget Needs for 2026: $ 633.15

Attendance for August 2: Worship Service: 63
Attendance for August 9: Worship Service: 28
Attendance for August 16: Worship Service:
Attendance for August 23: Worship Service:
Attendance for August 30: Worship Service:

The Family of Neal Richardson, Dorothy Mernin, Gloria
ST Mobley, Bruce Erie, Sandi Dilworth, Mandy Reese, Marie
Breon, Denise Tegels, Paul Kraft, Milton Voss, Gary and
Carol Siepker, Walt Collins, Julia Collins, The United
Methodist Church, our nation, victims of all natural disasters,
victims of violence, our men & women of the armed forces,

VARINA UMC WORSHIP SCHEDULE:
Sunday, August 16, 2026
Worship Service at 9:00 a.m.
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If you are unable to join us for in-person worship, please worship with
p ;f . NLlNE us online as our worship services are live-streamed on the Laurens
" "WORSHIP United Methodist Church Facebook page @ 10:30 a.m. every Sunday.
' SERVICE Worship services are also available on our website at
www.laurensumc.org. Just click on “Sermons/Devotions.”

If you or a loved one is ready to be removed from or need
added to our prayer list, please call the church office
@ (712) 841-4476.

Any items for our Sunday bulletin need to be submitted to the
church office @ (712) 841-4476 or methodist@laurensumc.org
by 9 A.M. Friday morning. Any items for our weekly church
newsletter need to be submitted by 9 a.m. on Monday
mornings. Thank you for your cooperation.

Contact information:

Rev. Jim Davis: Pastor’s Cell phone: 319-321-1705
Pastor’s Email: eyeowaypastor@gmail.com

Sue Jarvis, Administrative Assistant: Office (712) 841-4476
Email: methodist@laurensumc.org
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Laurens United Methodist Church

Like us on
Facebook

Varina United Methodist Church



