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Called to Freedom is the current sermon series for the next several weeks.

We are looking at the Gifts of the Holy Spirit we read about in Galatians and through the
freedom we receive through faith in Jesus, and our call to live them out in our lives of faith.

Sunday 7/12- Called to Freedom

The Apostle Paul defines Christian freedom. He clarifies that liberty is not an excuse for selfish
indulgence, but a call to humbly serve others through love. He presents a sharp contrast between
living by our own sinful desires and allowing the Holy Spirit to guide our lives. (Galatians 5:1, 13-26)

Sunday 7/19- Called to Kindness

"What does God actually desire from human beings?" Instead of demanding endless religious rituals
or expensive sacrifices, God requires a lifestyle defined by three actions: acting fairly in society,
practicing kindness, and living in faithful reliance on Him. (Micah 6: 6-8)

Sunday 7/26- Called to Generosity

In our look at verses from the first chapter of James' letter to his church we're focusing on
verse 17, “Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down
from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.” It
highlights the truth that our ability to be generous comes from God's character and nature
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which is the source of generosity. It helps us to understand - in unity with the Apostle Paul -
that generosity is not giving (and not just giving money), but giving of ourselves beyond what is
expected or required. Just as God gave of himself to us in Jesus' self-giving death. (James 1)

Sunday 8/2- Called to Patience

Giving thanks God, Paul is praying that the church may lead lives that honor God and through
that help people come to faith in Jesus. He also asks they be given the strength and patience to
endure, leading to joyful thankfulness to the Father. (Colossians 1)

Sunday 8/9- Called to Love

Usher Schedule:

August 9: Frank Bringleson, Doc Van Genderen, and Terry Spanier
August 16: Clayton Rubel, Monty Potter, and Jerry Sobotka

August 23: Virginia & Richard Garner, and Jason Gustafson

Liturgist Schedule:

August 2 & 9: Richard Garner
August 16 & 23: Clayton Rubel
August 30: Jacob Sobotka

If you are unable to work on your date, please find a replacement and let the
office know at 712-841-4476.

Noisy Offering for the
month of August
will be donated to the
Laurens-Marathon School
for school supplies




Ministry and Worship Survey

Greetings in the name of Jesus, Church!

I'm asking for your comments and your ideas. I'm asking because | really like to foster a
collaborative style of developing ministry and making our current ministries reflect who we are
as the church together.

So I've created this highly scientific survey to help us figure some stuff out (this is sarcasm
folks... the highly scientific part).

The questions are meant to see if we can find some kind of consensus about what we like, what
we don't, what we expect - and - what we need - in cooperation with the traditions and teachings
of scripture and our faith traditions. All for the purpose of helping us grow in our faith and ability
to make disciples of Jesus. That's why we're here and that should be at the heart of everything
we do.

A word about expectations. The key word in what | just shared is “consensus.” That means that
your comments and suggestions will definitely be looked at - but - it doesn’t necessarily mean
that they will be put into practice and/or take place at a time or location that best suits you (or
me for that matter). But they do matter and | want to make sure that everyone that responds is
heard through this process.

Here are the guidelines:

1. Pray before you do this. Pray that God will guide you in this process so that what comes
of it will be a blessing to us as the church and the people God calls us to witness to.
2. Do Not use your name, put your name on, or sign your name to this survey.
3. Do this by yourself - not in a group or with your best friend. | want your uninfluenced
input.
4. Be honest. Which means a couple of different things here.
a. Don't say something you really don’t believe
b. Don't ask or recommend anything that you're not willing to help support as well
as take part in. For example: | wish we had more Bible studies and then never be
willing to make one happen or participate in one.

I think that's it for now. So thank you for taking part! Oh, last thing - when you're done, please
put it in the box I'll have set up at each church by August 17th - Thank You!

Pastor Jim



Ministry and Worship Survey

WORSHIP:
What kind of music are you open to using in worship?

I only like the traditional hymns

I like a mix of the traditional and new songs from the Faith We Sing

I wouldn't mind if we had praise song videos that we could sing along with every once in
a while

I don't think we need a “song” of sending as well as the “prayer” of sending

Do we need all of the liturgy printed in the bulletin if we are pultting it on the screen or monitor?

Yes / No
Why or why not?:

How about when we celebrate Holy Communion?

| really want to have us use the traditional liturgy from the hymnal

I'd like it if we did a less traditional communion liturgy so that it has the important parts of
what we're doing but it’s less formal

I'd like to have gluten free bread offered because | need it -or- because | think there are
people who would benefit from it

In addition to what Pastor Jim comes up with, what kind of teaching from the Bible would you
like to hear? What topics or subjects?

Prayer, forgiveness, Lessons from the parables of Jesus, Old Testament lessons (these
are just suggestions). Other (you fill in the blanks):

SPIRITUAL GROWTH:

Are you interested in learning more about the Bible and what God has to say to us?

Yes / No



What kind of study is of interest to you?
A study from a published book with guided teaching and guestions on specific topics or
books of the Bible
One where we pick a book of the Bible and start reading and discussing it
If it's available, a study that is led by a video along with guided readings and questions

What days or times work best for you?

List all that work:

MISSION / OUTREACH / MEMBER CARE

Are you interested in taking part in some kind of mission within or outside of our community or
immediate area?

Yes / No

If yes, what kind of mission would interest you? (please list):

Do you feel that it’s important to keep in touch with members of our church and maintain our in
person relationship with them?

Yes / No
if yes, in what ways do you think you might be able to help make this happen?(please

list):

Do you have any other ideas on how we can build relationships with people in our
community/area to help relate them to God? Any other comments or suggestions?

Thank you so much for giving of yourself to this process to help us grow as disciples of Jesus!



USHER SCHEDULE FOR AUGUST 2026 TO JULY 2027

August

2"%: John & Bryana Gustafson, Pat Sullivan
9: Frank Bringleson, Dwight Van Genderen,
Terry Spanier
16#»: Clayton Rubel, Monty Potter, Jerry Sobotka
23+ Jason Gustafson, Richard & Virginia Garner
30%: Greg Hertz, Brad Rubel, John Sobotka

September
6t:  Hunter & Jennifer Valentine, Kelly Tate

13%: Aaron & Angie Christenson, Jean Murray
20t: Randy & Carla Gustafson, Deb Hertz
27%: Angela Sobotka, Julie Potter, Deb Spanier

October

4%: Jr. and Sr. High Youth
11%: Pat Sullivan, John & Bryana Gustafson
18%: Clayton Rubel, Monty Potter, Jerry Sobotka
25%: Frank Bringleson, Dwight Van Genderen,
Terry Spanier

November

1%t; Jason Gustafson, Richard & Virginia Garner
8t Greg Hertz, Brad Rubel, John Sobotka
15%: Hunter & Jennifer Valentine, Kelly Tate
227d: Aaron & Angie Christenson, Jean Murray
29%: Randy & Carla Gustafson, Deb Hertz

December

6t: Angela Sobotka, Julie Potter, Deb Spanier
13%: Jr. and Sr High Youth

20%: Pat Sullivan, John & Bryana Gustafson
24t Christmas Eve Service TBD

27%: Clayton Rubel, Monty Potter, Jerry Sobotka

February

7%: Angela Sobotka, Julie Potter, Deb Spanier
14%: Jr. and Sr High Youth

21%t: John & Bryana Gustafson, Pat Sullivan
28t Clayton Rubel, Monty Potter, Jerry Sobotka

March

7% Frank Bringleson, Dwight Van Genderen,
Terry Spanier
14t: Jason Gustafson, Richard & Virginia Garmer
215 Greg Hertz, Brad Rubel, John Sobotka
28™: Hunter & Jennifer Valentine, Kelly Tate

April

4t Aaron & Angie Christenson, Jean Murray
11t: Randy & Carla Gustafson, Deb Hertz
18™: Angela Sobotka, Julie Potter, Deb Spanier
25%: Jr. and Sr. High Youth

May

2nd; Pat Sullivan, John & Bryana Gustafson
9%: Clayton Rubel, Monty Potter, Jerry Sobotka
16%: Frank Bringleson, Dwight Van Genderen,
Terry Spanier _
23": Jason Gustafson, Richard & Virginia Garner
30%: Greg Hertz, Brad Rubel, John Sobotka

June

6t: Hunter & Jennifer Valentine, Kelly Tate
13t™; Aaron & Angie Christenson, Jean Murray
20t Randy & Carla Gustafson, Deb Hertz
27%: Angela Sobotka, Julie Potter, Deb Spanier



January July:

31: Frank Bringleson, Dwight Van Genderen, 4t John & Bryana Gustafson, Pat Sullivan
Terry Spanier
10t: Richard & Virginia Garner, Jason Gustafson 11%: Clayton Rubel, Monty Potter, Jerry Sobotka
17%: Greg Hertz, Brad Rubel, John Sobotka 18t%: Frank Bringleson, Dwight Van Genderen,
Terry Spanier
24™: Hunter & Jennifer Valentine, Kelly Tate 25™: Jason Gustafson, Richard & Virginia Garner
31st: Aaron & Angie Christenson, Jean Murray

Copies of the Usher Schedule are in the Narthex for those wishing a paper copy.

Missions ...

IOWA CONFERENCE of #2¢e UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
-
® Ingathering \.

Mission Kits Collected During August

BED PACK
o 1 Twin-size fitted sheet

¢ |Twin-size flat sheet

STUDENT KIT
¢ 3 Notebooks - 1subject spiral 8" 10 1/2" @

e 1Ruler -12" long with metric
* 6 Pencils - unsharpened

e 1Pencil sharpener

* 1Eraser-2"or larger
“
L

1Box 12 colored pencils o | Pillow case
1Box 24 crayons y
1Pair student scissors * 1Bed pillow

e 10ne-handled cloth bag*
Place all items in the cloth bag or a grocery sack.

Place allitems in an unscented trash bag,

Full copies of the ingathering kits are on the table in Fellowship Hall.



1ay Speaker Classes . ..

Saturday, September 26, 2026, 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM, Clear Lake UMC, 508 2nd Ave N., Clear Lake, TA
50428. Food - Please bring your own lunch, refrigerator available. There is no fee to attend, it is a
gift to laity from our Circuit.

Classes:

Basic taught by Pastor Brian Cushman

Please orderand read: Lay Servant Ministries Basic Course Participant's Book. I1SBN 978-0-
88177-626-3 thru Cokesbury

Advanced Course - Spiritual Gifts - taught by Pastor Luke Evans

Please orderand read: Serving from the Heart ISBN 978-1-426-73599-8 thru Cokesbury
Questions contact: Lorene Dykstra - 641-210-5619 or |lwdykstra@yahoo.com

AuUugcust Meetings . . .

MONTHLY United Methodist Men
BREAKFAST Date: August 8, 2026
MEETING Time: 8:00 AM
Breakfast: Doc Van Genderen

<TUVM Lesson: TBD

& wahPdas

Administrative Council

August 16: 11:30 AM at the Laurens UMC
In Fellowship Hall

August 19: 7:00 PM at the Varina UMC

All are welcome to attend the council meetings

= Christian Education Committee
[ and Sunday School Teachers

ECHR'ST' AN Date: August 19, 2026

t Location: Wesley Room



https://iaumc-email.brtapp.com/!KIxl8tJH1Ng6gOAzDRHbA552442DF1ZJ+RBe1VItAyJFWYjkv0Xn2c4BHrGEsYfng
https://iaumc-email.brtapp.com/!KIxl8tJH1Ng6gOAzDRHbA552442DF1ZJ+RBe1VItAyJFWYjkv0Xn2c4BHrGEsYfng
https://iaumc-email.brtapp.com/!F-6LKok4kVd-Za24WVZVgmWyVbeQtX0snmbXSvsPB8mXkaMpRy86pjW9OahsZ86a0
https://iaumc-email.brtapp.com/!DAeJ1FPdvL-P60cyJsPQ2TU0N7PBpmNyNbm4zqZIC90gyEv2yK-5LqRpYpIQGAcNw
mailto:lwdykstra@yahoo.com?subject=Lay%20Speaker%20Course%20

Varina and Laurens Churches
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Backpacks -

August 23, 2026

All children, youth, teachers, and educators are
invited to bring your school backpack to worship
service for a blessing before the 2026-2027 school
year begins.

Announcements: Varina UMC

S,

Coffee Dates for the Month of

August:
Wednesdays: August 5, 12, 19, and 26

Time: 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Everyone is welcome to attend.

There will be NO Varina Mary Circle in August. This is vacation month. Enjoy!

LBack ToSchool . ...

SCHOOL SUPPLIES FOR LAURENS-MARATHON

**Pencils (#2 yellow) **Glue sticks & Glue bottles

**Scissors **Spiral Notebooks (wide-lined)

**Loose leaf paper **Double pocket folders

**Kleenex **Ziploc bags (Sandwich, Quart, or Gallon size)

**Large erasers
**Colored pencils
**Highlighters

**(Classic colored markers
**containers of disinfecting wipes
**tennis shoes for PE

COPIES OF THE SCHOOL SUPPLY LIST ARE IN THE NARTHEX

Monday, August 24™ will be scheduled PK-6 Parent & Student Conferences with Teachers from 11:00AM
to 7:00PM. First FULL DAY of school for PK-6 at LM begins Tuesday, August 25,



Missions ...

IOWA CONFERENCE o/ #2¢e UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
¥ Ingathering <‘

Mission Kits Collected During August

BED PACK
o | Twin-size fitted sheet

o |Twin-size flat sheet

STUDENT KIT
* 3 Notebooks - 1subject spiral 8"x 10 1/2" @

e 1Ruler - 12" long with metric
» § Pencils - unsharpened

e 1Pencil sharpener

* 1Eraser-2"or larger
&
L

1Box 12 colored pencils o |Pillow case
1Box 24 crayons y
1Pair student scissors * 1 Bed pillow

e 10ne-handled cloth bag*
Place all items in the cloth bag or a grocery sack.

Place allitems in an unscented trash bag,

Community...
A42ND ANNUAL WIEGERT

PRAIRIE FALL FEST
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FREE ADMISSION!

X

PIONEER CHURCH SING ALONG e SRR 3 R ) s
SERVICE @ 10:30AM 3 g ¥
COUNTRY SCHOOL
FARMSTEAD TOURS
PETS & FARM ANIMALS
PLUS LOCAL VENDORS

27575 615 ST,
PALMER, IA

LIS SR AR

LIVE MUSIC FROM THE SANDHILL
KID

PRAIRIE RIDES

PILOT CREEK FFA WILL BE
GRILLING FOOD FROM 11AM - 2PM

HOMEMADE PIE, ROOT BEER
FLOATS, ICE CREAM

POCAHONTAS COUNTY CONSERVATION BOARD
TI12-335-4395

.

CONSERVATION




lsaurgns UMGC
Stewardship, Prager Requests
& Worship dchedule

Stewardship for August 2026:

201 W. Main, Laurens, lowa 50554

Weekly Year-to-date Special
Total Receipts for 2026 $ 75,360.32 $3,524.92
Total Receipts received for August 2: Unavailable at this time
Total Receipts received for August 9: $ $ $
Total Receipts received for August 16: $ $ $
Total Receipts received for August 23: $ $ $
Total Receipts received for August 30: $ $ $
Projected Budget Needs 2026: $ 3,979.66 $210,922.00

Attendance for August 2: Worship Service: 34
Attendance for August 9: Worship Service:
Attendance for August 16: Worship Service:
Attendance for August 23: Worship Service:
Attendance for August 30: Worship Service:

Chandra Kienzle, Robyn Cornell, Mandy Reese, April Dalby, Pat
Boughey, Amy Gustafson Karen J ohnson, Terry Spanier, Edward
Schmidt, Kay Schrecengost Methodist Church nursing home
remdents our church, victims of all natural dlsasters those battling
illness, our men & women of the armed forces, our world, and
people in Ukraine, and people of Israel.

LAURENS UMC WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sunday, August 9, 2026:
Fellowship Coffee 10:00 AM
Worship @ 10:30 AM




Varina UMC
Stewardship, Prager Requests
& Worship schedule

321 Main, Varina, lowa 50593

Stewardship for August 2026:

Weekly Monthly Special
Total Receipts for 2026:
Total Receipts received for August 2: $ 851.00 $ 851.00 $
Total Receipts received for August 9: $ $ $
Total Receipts received for August 16: $ $ $
Total Receipts received for August 23: $ $ $
Total Receipts received for August 30: $ $ $

Projected Budget Needs for 2026: $ 633.15

Attendance for August 2: Worship Service: 63
Attendance for August 9: Worship Service:
Attendance for August 16: Worship Service:
Attendance for August 23: Worship Service:
Attendance for August 30: Worship Service:

Bruce Erie, Sandi Dilworth, Mandy Reese, Marie Breon,
ST Denise Tegels, Paul Kraft, Milton Voss, Gary and Carol
Siepker, Walt Collins, Julia Collins, The United Methodist
Church, our nation, victims of all natural disasters, victims of
violence, our men & women of the armed forces, our world,
people of Israel, and people in Ukraine.

VARINA UMC WORSHIP SCHEDULE:
Sunday, August 9, 2026
Worship Service at 9:00 a.m.
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If you are unable to join us for in-person worship, please worship with
p ;f . NLlNE us online as our worship services are live-streamed on the Laurens
" "WORSHIP United Methodist Church Facebook page @ 10:30 a.m. every Sunday.
' SERVICE Worship services are also available on our website at
www.laurensumc.org. Just click on “Sermons/Devotions.”

If you or a loved one is ready to be removed from or need
added to our prayer list, please call the church office
@ (712) 841-4476.

Any items for our Sunday bulletin need to be submitted to the
church office @ (712) 841-4476 or methodist@laurensumc.org
by 9 A.M. Friday morning. Any items for our weekly church
newsletter need to be submitted by 9 a.m. on Monday
mornings. Thank you for your cooperation.

Contact information:

Rev. Jim Davis: Pastor’s Cell phone: 319-321-1705
Pastor’s Email: eyeowaypastor@gmail.com

Sue Jarvis, Administrative Assistant: Office (712) 841-4476
Email: methodist@laurensumc.org

ik
II_=a.eclézsl.f;(r.1)ok

Laurens United Methodist Church

Like us on
Facebook

Varina United Methodist Church



