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Called to Freedom is the current sermon series for the next several weeks.

We are looking at the Gifts of the Holy Spirit we read about in Galatians and through the
freedom we receive through faith in Jesus, and our call to live them out in our lives of faith.

Sunday 7/12- Called to Freedom

The Apostle Paul defines Christian freedom. He clarifies that liberty is not an excuse for selfish
indulgence, but a call to humbly serve others through love. He presents a sharp contrast between
living by our own sinful desires and allowing the Holy Spirit to guide our lives. (Galatians 5:1, 13-26)

Sunday 7/19- Called to Kindness

"What does God actually desire from human beings?" Instead of demanding endless religious rituals
or expensive sacrifices, God requires a lifestyle defined by three actions: acting fairly in society,
practicing kindness, and living in faithful reliance on Him. (Micah 6: 6-8)

Sunday 7/26- Called to Generosity

In our look at verses from the first chapter of James' letter to his church we're focusing on
verse 17, “Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down
from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.” It
highlights the truth that our ability to be generous comes from God's character and nature
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which is the source of generosity. It helps us to understand - in unity with the Apostle Paul -
that generosity is not giving (and not just giving money), but giving of ourselves beyond what is
expected or required. Just as God gave of himself to us in Jesus' self-giving death. (James 1)

Sunday 8/2- Called to Patience
Sunday 8/9- Called to Love

From the Conference ...

A Call to Witness and Outreach Ministry
Dear Northwest District family,

I hope you and your congregations are enjoying the summer. While this season often
provides opportunities to rest, I also understand that sometimes circumstances may not
always allow for it.

As we begin this new church year, I invite you to reflect on how God is calling you and your
congregations to serve your communities. I encourage you to reach out to your communities
and build new relationships for your neighbors, rather than waiting for them to come to you.
When thinking of the health of our congregations, some of us have expressed concerns about
declining attendance and limited church growth, despite trying various approaches.

Let us remember that the Lord who called us to be the Body of Christ is faithful. In Matthew
28:19-20, before ascending into heaven, Jesus commissioned His followers: “Go therefore and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit.” This is not a request, but a directive for all who have accepted Jesus Christ,
who promised to be with us always, even to the end of the age. Let us not limit God’s work by
our own boundaries. Guided by the Holy Spirit, let us move beyond our comfort zones to build
new relationships and invite others to our fellowship and worship. John Wesley, founder of
Methodism, recognized the importance of Christ's command to make disciples of all nations,
stating, “...the world is my parish.” Today, this mission of making disciples of all nations is
ours. We are responsible for preparing the church we have inherited for future genera tions.

If your congregation is having difficulty connecting with the community, please contact the
District Office. We are ready to help you begin an outreach ministry. Do not wait until
membership decline becomes critical to seek ways to strengthen your ministries.

May God bless you.
Enjoy your summer.

In Christ, Rev. Dr. Michel Lundula



Usher Schedule:

August 2: Bryana & John Gustafson, and Pat Sullivan

Liturgist Schedule:

August 2 & 9: Richard Garner
August 16 & 23: Clayton Rubel
August 30: Jacob Sobotka

Communion Servers:
August 2: Jean Murray, Michelle Rubel, Richard Garner, and Bob Dallenbach

If you are unable to work on your date, please find a replacement and let the

office know at 712-841-4476.

e Upcoming August Meetings & Events:
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August 2: Holy Communion Sunday. In Laurens, a potluck dinner will follow worship service.
August 8: UMM Meeting at 8:00 AM in Fellowship Hall. Doc will provide breakfast. Lesson is
to be determined.

August 16: Laurens Administrative Council Meeting in the Wesley Room at 11:30 AM.
Everyone is welcome to attend the meeting.

August 19: Christian Education Committee and Sunday School Teachers meeting in the
Wesley Room at 7:00 PM.

August 23: Blessing of the Backpacks. Bring your backpacks to church!

August 24: PK-6 Parent Student Conferences

Noisy Offering for the
month of August
will be donated to the
Laurens-Marathon School
for school supplies




Announcements: Varina UMC

:-* _ “ Coffee Dates for the Month of

‘ August:
/, Wednesdays: August 5, 12, 19, and 26

Time: 9:00 AM —-11:00 AM

Everyone is welcome to attend.

There will be NO Varina Mary Circle in August. This is vacation month. Enjoy!

1Lay Speaker Classes . ...

Saturday, September 26, 2026, 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM, Clear Lake UMC, 508 2nd Ave N., Clear Lake, TA
50428. Food - Please bring your own lunch, refrigerator available. There is no fee to attend, it is a
gift to laity from our Circuit

Classes:

Basic taught by Pastor Brian Cushman

Please orderand read: Lay Servant Ministries Basic Course Participant's Book. ISBN 978-0-
88177-626-3 thru Cokesbury

Advanced Course - Spiritual Gifts - taught by Pastor Luke Evans

Please order and read: Serving from the Heart ISBN 978-1-426-73599-8 thru Cokesbury
Questions contact: Lorene Dykstra - 641-210-5619 or lwdykstra@yahoo.com

Blessing cu.
Backpacks - "

August 23, 2026

All children, youth, teachers, and educators are
invited to bring your school backpack to worship
service for a blessing before the 2026-2027 school
year begins.


https://iaumc-email.brtapp.com/!KIxl8tJH1Ng6gOAzDRHbA552442DF1ZJ+RBe1VItAyJFWYjkv0Xn2c4BHrGEsYfng
https://iaumc-email.brtapp.com/!KIxl8tJH1Ng6gOAzDRHbA552442DF1ZJ+RBe1VItAyJFWYjkv0Xn2c4BHrGEsYfng
https://iaumc-email.brtapp.com/!F-6LKok4kVd-Za24WVZVgmWyVbeQtX0snmbXSvsPB8mXkaMpRy86pjW9OahsZ86a0
https://iaumc-email.brtapp.com/!DAeJ1FPdvL-P60cyJsPQ2TU0N7PBpmNyNbm4zqZIC90gyEv2yK-5LqRpYpIQGAcNw
mailto:lwdykstra@yahoo.com?subject=Lay%20Speaker%20Course%20

Lack To School ...

SCHOOL SUPPLIES FOR LAURENS-MARATHON

**Pencils (#2 yellow) **Glue sticks & Glue bottles

**Scissors **Spiral Notebooks (wide-lined)

**Loose leaf paper **Double pocket folders

**Kleenex **Ziploc bags (Sandwich, Quart, or Gallon size)
**Large erasers **Classic colored markers

**Colored pencils **containers of disinfecting wipes
**Highlighters **tennis shoes for PE

COPIES OF THE SCHOOL SUPPLY LIST ARE IN THE NARTHEX

Monday, August 24t will be scheduled PK-6 Parent & Student Conferences with Teachers from 11:00AM
to 7:00PM. First FULL DAY of school for PK-6 at LM begins Tuesday, August 25%.

to School
New Shoes Program

Kick Off the School Year with New Shoes!
Presented by Pocahontas Community Hospital =E
PCH & UnityPoint Clinic Pocahontas & Laurens  UnityPoint Clinic
Start the 2026-2027 school year in style with a brand new pair of shoes!
This program is open to students entering 6th or 7th grade at
Pocahontas Area Community School or Laurens-Marathon
Community School who qualify for free or reduced school lunch.

For more information, please contact Hanna Kies at PCH

(712) 335-3501 or hkiesgpocahontashospital.org

Back 10 School New Shoes Reguest

Form 2026-2027 School Year

SCAN QR CODETO APPLY FOR PROGRAM

Must apply by Friday, July 31, 2026
Once you apply and are approved, you will receive a call letting you
know when you can pick up your shoes before school starts!
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

Sid Enockson

2

Fellowship
Coffee-10:00 AM
Worship- 10:30
AM

Holy Communion
Potluck following
worship

Quilt Club
@2pm

Richard
Patrick
Dawson Svuba

Jane Butler

UMM Meeting in
Fellowship Hall
@ 8:00 AM

9 Lauren
Bennigsdorf

Fellowship
Coffee-10:00 AM
Worship-10:30
AM

10

Rachel
Montino

11

Ava Tendal

12

13

Jacob Frye
Jacob Sobotka

14

Steve Teague

15

16 Ryan Olson

Fellowship
Coffee-10:00 AM
Worship-10:30

Adm Council
Meeting at
11:30 AM

17

18

19

Varina Admin
Council
Meeting

@ 71:00 PM

Christian Ed
Meeting in the
Wesley Room

@ 1:00 PM

20

21

Jacalyn
Sobotka

22

23

Fellowship
Coffee-10:00 AM
Worship-10:30
AM

BLESSING OF
THE BACKPACKS

24

Alex
Egertsen

25

Dave Bailey

26

21

Don Winkler

28

Lennyn
Egertsen

29

Arianna Spanier

30

Barbara Ryon
Nancy Fuchs
Mike Wiley
Reagan Hertz

Fellowship
Coffee-10:00 AM
Worship-10:30
AM

31

Kaila Jones

If your birthday
was missed on the
calendar, please
notify the church
office @

841-4476




Missions ...

IOWA CONFERENCE of #2c¢ UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

-Ingathering<ﬁ

Mission Kits Collected During August

&

STUDENT KIT

* 3 Notebooks - 1subject spiral 8"x 10 1/2"
e 1Ruler - 12" long with metric

* § Pencils - unsharpened

e 1Pencil sharpener

* 1Eraser-2"or larger
L
L

BED PACK
o 1 Twin-size fitted sheet
o 1Twin-size flat sheet

0

1Box 12 colored pencils o | Pillow case
1Box 24 crayons y
1Pair student scissors * 1 Bed pillow

e 10ne-handled cloth bag*
Place all items in the cloth bag or a grocery sack.

Place allitems in an unscented trash bag,

Community...

MM

2026
MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN
. 1
Laurens Community Food Pantry Hours
3 4 5 6 7 8 Qo
4-6 PM
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
4-6 PM
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
4-6 PM
24 25 26 97 28 29 30
11 AM-1 PM 4-6 PM
31




lsaurgns UMGC
Stewardship, Prager Requests
& Worship dchedule

Stewardship for July 2026:

201 W. Main, Laurens, lowa 50554

Weekly Year-to-date Special
Total Receipts for 2026 $ 66,680.91 $3,279.10
Total Receipts received for July 5: $ 3,015.00 $ 69,695.91 $ 245.82

Caring Lunches
Father’s Day

June Qtrs.
Food Pantry
Total Receipts received for July 12: $ 2,308.00 $ 72,003.91 $
Total Receipts received for July 19: $ 913.00 $72,916.91 $
Total Receipts received for July 26: $ 2,443.41 $ 75,360.32 $

Projected Budget Needs 2026: $ 3,979.66 $210,922.00

Attendance for July 5: Worship Service: 42
Attendance for July 12: Worship Service: 60
Attendance for July 19: Worship Service: 37
Attendance for July 26: Worship Service: 34

Chandra Kienzle, Robyn Cornell, Mandy Reese, April Dalby, Pat
Boughey, Amy Gustafson, Karen Johnson, Terry Spanier, Edward
Schmidt, Kay Schrecengost, Methodist Church, nursing home
residents, our church, victims of all natural disasters, those battling
illness, our men & women of the armed forces, our world, and
people in Ukraine, and people of Israel.

LAURENS UMC WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sunday, August 2, 2026:
Fellowship Coffee 10:00 AM
Worship @ 10:30 AM




Varina UMC
Stewardship, Prager Requests
& Worship schedule

321 Main, Varina, lowa 50593

Stewardship for July 2026:

Weekly Monthly Special
Total Receipts for 2026:
Total Receipts received for July 5: $ 943.00 $ 943.00 $
Total Receipts received for July 12: $1,130.00 $2,073.00 $
Total Receipts received for July 19: $ 337.00 $2,410.00 $
Total Receipts received for July 26: $ 652.00 $ 3,062.00 $

Projected Budget Needs for 2026: $ 633.15

Attendance for July 5: Worship Service: 33
Attendance for July 12: Worship Service: 38
Attendance for July 19: Worship Service: 17
Attendance for July 26: Worship Service: 34

Sandi Dilworth, Mandy Reese, Marie Breon, Denise Tegels, Paul Kraft, Milton Voss, Gary
and Carol Siepker, Walt Collins, Julia Collins, The United Methodist Church, our nation,
victims of all natural disasters, victims of violence, our men & women of the armed forces,
our world, people of Israel, and people in Ukraine.

VARINA UMC WORSHIP SCHEDULE:
Sunday, August 2, 2026
Worship Service at 9:00 a.m.
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If you are unable to join us for in-person worship, please worship with
p ;f . NLlNE us online as our worship services are live-streamed on the Laurens
" "WORSHIP United Methodist Church Facebook page @ 10:30 a.m. every Sunday.
' SERVICE Worship services are also available on our website at
www.laurensumc.org. Just click on “Sermons/Devotions.”

If you or a loved one is ready to be removed from or need
added to our prayer list, please call the church office
@ (712) 841-4476.

Any items for our Sunday bulletin need to be submitted to the
church office @ (712) 841-4476 or methodist@laurensumc.org
by 9 A.M. Friday morning. Any items for our weekly church
newsletter need to be submitted by 9 a.m. on Monday
mornings. Thank you for your cooperation.

Contact information:

Rev. Jim Davis: Pastor’s Cell phone: 319-321-1705
Pastor’s Email: eyeowaypastor@gmail.com

Sue Jarvis, Administrative Assistant: Office (712) 841-4476
Email: methodist@laurensumc.org

ik
II_=a.eclézsl.f;(r.1)ok

Laurens United Methodist Church

Like us on
Facebook

Varina United Methodist Church



