
           
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 For the week of May 24, 2026          Volume 21              Issue 6  

The Newsletter 

The United 

Methodist Churches 

of 

Laurens & Varina, 

Iowa 
 

 



 

This sermon series is based on “All My Days”  from Worship Design Studio 

and created by Rev. Dr. Marcia McFee 
 

Prayer is such an important part of a Disciples life, so for my last 
sermon series I will be focusing on Prayer.  I can remember being 
mortified every time it seemed like I might be asked to pray even a 
“sentence prayer” when I was in youth group. A worship series on 
prayer, especially unpacking our most commonly known form of 
prayer (the prayer Jesus taught his disciples) can be quite enriching. 
The various weeks – except for the first week – we will be following 
not only the Lord’s Prayer, but also categories of communication 
with God that all start with the letter “P” 

 
5/31 “Protection” Psalm 121 & Matthew 21:6-9 

6/7 “Persistence” Ephesians 6:14-18 & Luke 22:66-71 
    

 

 

Usher Schedule:  
 
 
May 31:  Jean Murray, and Angie & Aaron Christenson 
 
June 7:  Virginia & Richard Garner, and Jason Gustafson 
 
June 14:  Kelly Tate, Hunter & Jennifer Valentine 

  

Liturgist Schedule: 
 

May 31:  McKenna Egertsen 

June 7 & 14:  Michelle Rubel 

June 21 & 28:  Pat Sullivan 
 

If you are unable to work on your date, please find a replacement and let the 
office know at 712-841-4476. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
May 25:  Memorial Day Services will be held: 

8:30 am-Catholic Hall in Varina 

9:00 am-West Cemetery 

9:30 am-East Cemetery 

10:00 am-Coffee & Rolls at Catholic Hall 

Everyone is welcome to attend. 

May 27: Varina Community Coffee at the Varina UMC from 9:00-11:00 AM. Everyone is   
welcome. 

 
June 3: Varina Community Coffee at the Varina UMC from 9:00-11:00 AM. Everyone is   

welcome. 
 
May 31:  There will be coffee and donuts before church for Pastor Deb’s retirement. 
 
June 1-5:  Laurens Vacation Bible School from 9:00 AM-11:00 AM.  Upcoming Preschool 

age through Grade 4. Registration Price: $10 per child suggested donation. Snack:  

Please donate either $2 for snack or provide items.  Please call the church office at 712-

841-4476.  June 5th  is the VBS program at 11:15. 

 
June 7:  Pastor Farewell Gathering after the 10:30 AM worship service in Laurens.  Potluck meal-
bring your favorite dish and/or dessert.  Everyone is welcome to attend. 
 
June 11-14: Iowa Annual Conference to be held at the Mid-American Energy Co.   

RecPlex,Des Moines. 
 
In the Pulpit: 
June 14:  Dan Keen 
June 21:  Kelli Kraft 
June 28:  Dan Keen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Announcements:  Varina UMC 
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Join the library while we learn about pollinators, cows, birds, and so much more! You’ll have a fun 

steam activity on July 1st at 11:00AM! Conductor Jack will be closing out the summer reading 
program on July 29th at 11:00AM! 

Announcements:  Laurens UMC 
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Laurens Administrative Council Minutes 

May 17th, 2026 

 

Present: Kelly Tate, Brad and Michelle Rubel, Dwight “Doc” & Kaye Van Genderen, Pastor 

Deb and Bryana Gustafson.  

Pastor Deb opened with a prayer. Kelly called the meeting to order. The April minutes 

were reviewed. Michelle made a motion to approve the minutes. Doc seconded the 

motion. The minutes were approved.  

Trustees:  

Brad & Matthew will take care of mowing at the church.  

 

SPPRC:  

Onboarding will take place July 1st, 5:30pm-8:30pm — there will be a meal to start (pulled 

pork sandwiches, chips, possible salad/dessert donations)... then a structured get-to-

know-you with Pastor Jim, led by a facilitator (Rev. Ryan Christenson), will begin. All are 

invited.  

 

Will need carpet cleaned at parsonage after Pastor Deb moves out June 16th, a walk-

through of the parsonage will be done.  

Michelle will get more details on Pastor Jim’s plan for move-in and may need guys to help 

move boxes.  

Traditionally, the Council takes care of “meal out” for Pastor Deb and “meal in” for Pastor 

Jim – more discussion will be held and arrangements will be made.  

Name tags will be ordered; it would be good for everyone to wear them for the first few 

weeks to help Pastor Jim get acquainted.  

Missions: no report  

Worship: no report  

Christian Education:   

A huge thank you to all the SS teachers!  

Vacation Bible School will be held June 1st-5th from 9am-11am, 11:15am program on the 

5th Laurens  

 

Youth Group: no report  

Memorials: no report  

UMW: no report  

UMM: next meeting on June 6th at 8am 

  



Endowment:  

Siddall Endowment as of April 30th is $233,392.81  

CSB as of April 24th is $4,199.79  

Payment for The Browns will be around $4,000 

 

Communications:  

Campership guidelines/form will be changed to reflect current administration 

information. There is an Endowment that could be used for the Campership payments. 

Open Positions: SPPRC chairman is needed and a second person is needed for 

communion preparation. If interested, please contact Kelly Tate or the church office.  

 

Pastor’s Report:   

There has been a request for a phone train, Kelly will look into establishing a new one. If 

you have interest in being part of this please contact the church office.  

 

Old Business: none  

New Business: none  

Treasurer & Finance:  

Activity Statement was reviewed, nothing significant to report.  

 

Brad made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Kaye seconded the motion. Meeting was 

adjourned.  

Next Administrative Council meeting will be June 28th, 2026 @ 11:30am in the Wesley 

room. Respectfully Submitted,  

Bryana Gustafson  

Recording Secretary 
 

 

 

Dear Parents or Guardians,  

You may have noticed that our suggested donation has increased to $10 per child. We wanted to share 

the reason for this change. In the past, we had access to free VBS curriculums. Unfortunately, that is no 

longer available, and will now need to purchase curriculum each year moving forward. These 

curriculums cost upward of $100 each. With that being said, we ask that, if you are able, you consider 

making a contribution of $10 per child. However, please do not let this prevent your child or children 

from attending. If you are unable to contribute this year, we completely understand and still warmly 

welcome your child to participate! We look forward to spending the week with your children and thank 

you for allowing them to come and enjoy VBS with us! 

 Sincerely, Amy Gustafson, Bry Gustafson, Sarah Hertz 

Vacation Bible School 
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If your child(ren) is interested in attending church camp this summer, we have  brochures available in the Narthex.  

Financial assistance is available, please contact the church office at 712-841-4476 or methodist@laurensumc.org 

for details. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Camp Okoboji 

Family Camps:       Day Camps: 
   Guardian & Angel Overnight     Okoboji Explorers 
      + Ages 4-6 w/adult      +  Ages 6-14 
      +  June 26-27 or July 31-Aug 1     +  June 22-26 or Aug 3-7 
   Lake Okoboji Family Camp      Lil’ Explorers 
      + Ages 4-17 w/adult      + Ages 4-6 
      + June 22-24 or June 29-July 1     + July 30 

  
Full Week Camps       Half-Week Camps: 
   Adventure Camps       Short Stacks 
      + Adventure 1: July 6-11 Ages 9-17    + Ages 6-9 
      + Adventure 2:  July 13-18 Ages 9-17   + July 6-8 or July 27-29 
      + Adventure 3:  Teen Week July 20-25 
                              Ages 13-17 
      + Adventure 4:  July 27-Aug 1 Ages 9-17   H      O    j     p   M          

 
 
 

Camp Wesley Woods 
 

 Family Camps:       Half-Week Camps: 

   Family Camp          Camp Wesley Woods Mini 
      + Ages 0-17 w/adult         + Ages 6-9      
      + Aug 7-9             + June 14-16, June 24-26, or July 5-7 
   Grandparent & Grandchild Camp          Mini Outpost Adventure 
      + Ages 4-17 w/adult         + Ages 7-9 
      + July 31-Aug 2          + July 12-15 or July 19-22 

  

Full Week Camps*      Day Camps: 

Camp Wesley Woods         Wesley Woods Day Camp 
Great Outdoor Adventure              +  Ages 6-12 
Ultimate Adventure               +  July 12-15 or July 19-22 
Team Camp Impost    
Night Owl                               

Teen Bike Camp          p I    — W      W               p  

*Check Wesley Woods Website for details 

 

https://okobojicamp.com/
https://www.wesleywoods.com/summer-camps


  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stewardship for May 2026: 
 

                                                                        Weekly           Year-to-date          Special  
 

Total Receipts for 2026          $ 44,745.21 $ 1,718.49 
 
           Total Receipts received for May   3:          $ 3,042.00  $ 47,787.21   $    230.17 
      April Qtrs. 
       Mother’s Day

      
           Total Receipts received for May 10:          $ 4,428.00  $ 52,215.21 $   666.56 
             Food Pantry 
             Mother’s Day 
             Father’s Day 
                          Caring Lunches 
             Prayer Shawls 

           Total Receipts received for May 17:          $ 3,358.01       $ 55,573.22 $     10.00 
             Food Pantry 

 
           Total Receipts received for May 24:         UNAVAILABLE AT THIS TIME 
 
           Total Receipts received for May 31:   $         $    $  
               

Projected Budget Needs 2026:                     $ 3,979.66        $ 210,922.00            

  
Attendance for May   3:    Sunday School 22 Worship Service: 39 

Attendance for May 10:    Sunday School 24 Worship Service: 58 

Attendance for May 17:       Worship Service: 50 

Attendance for May 24:        Worship Service: 26  

Attendance for May 31:       Worship Service:  
 

  
Craig Rubel, Mandy Reese, Barbara Wallin, Virginia & Richard 
Garner, Rita Schmidt, April Dalby, 3 yr. old Brandon, Jessica 
Jacobsen Family, Pat Boughey, Amy Gustafson, Karen Johnson, 
Terry Spanier, Edward Schmidt, Kay Schrecengost, Methodist 
Church, nursing home residents, our church, victims of all natural 
disasters, those battling illness, our men & women of the armed 
forces, our world, and people in Ukraine, and people of Israel. 

        
  LAURENS UMC WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

  
Sunday, May 31, 2026: 

Fellowship Coffee 10:00 AM 
Worship @ 10:30 AM 

  

                         

                          

    

        Laurens UMC 

               Stewardship, Prayer Requests 
              & Worship Schedule 
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Stewardship for May 2026: 

                                                               Weekly                  Monthly               Special   
 
Total Receipts for 2026:  
 
Total Receipts received for May   3:          $ 1,076.00                  $ 1,076.00   $  

             
Total Receipts received for May 10:          $    514.00     $ 1,590.00  $  
 
Total Receipts received for May 17:          $ 1,046.00      $ 2,636.00  $ 
 
Total Receipts received for May 24:   $   382.00     $ 3,018.00  $ 
 
Total Receipts received for May 31:   $        $    $  

  

Projected Budget Needs for 2026:         $ 633.15 

 
Attendance for May   3:   Worship Service:  33 

Attendance for May 10:   Worship Service:  34   

Attendance for May 17:   Worship Service:  32 

Attendance for May 24:   Worship Service:  25 

Attendance for May 31:   Worship Service:   

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

Mandy Reese, Betty Pickel, Marie Breon, Jean Myrtue, Gary Mohr, Denise Tegels, Little 

Evelyn, 3 yr. old Brandon, Jessica Jacobsen Family, Paul Kraft, Milton Voss, Gary and Carol 

Siepker, Walt Collins, Julia Collins, The United Methodist Church, our nation, victims of all 

natural disasters, victims of violence,  our men & women of the armed forces, our world, 

people of Israel, and people in Ukraine. 
 

VARINA UMC WORSHIP SCHEDULE: 

May 31, 2026 

Worship Service at 9:00 a.m. 

 

 
 

       Varina UMC 
 Stewardship, Prayer Requests  

     & Worship Schedule 
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Any items for our Sunday bulletin need to be submitted to the 
church office @ (712) 841-4476 or methodist@laurensumc.org 
by 9 A.M. Friday morning.  Any items for our weekly church 
newsletter need to be submitted by 9 a.m. on Monday 
mornings. Thank you for your cooperation. 
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