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May 2:
Northwest District Conference from 9:00
AM-12:00 PM at the Laurens UMC

May 3:
Holy Communion Sunday. Potluck to follow
worship service in Laurens

May 10:

Last day of Sunday School.

Sunday School attendance awards and
teacher recognition.

Mother’s Day-CWS Blankets

May 17:
College Graduates’ Recognition

May 17:

Miracle Sunday Special Offering to benefit
The Endowment Fund for Theological
Education

May 21:
Life Serve Blood Drive at the UMC from 1:00
PM-6:00 PM
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“Honor or remember” your mother this
Mother’s Day, May 10 by a gift to
Blankets Plus. You may contribute any
amount you wish, but we suggest a $5
per name honored/remembered. Please
make sure to mark your check
“Blanket Sunday” in the memo.
Envelops are available in Fellowship
Hall. If you are unable to join us in-
person, please send your check along
with the information (name(s) of those
being either honored or remembered
and given by) to the Laurens United
Methodist Church at 201 W. Main St.,
Laurens, lowa 50554. Please make sure
to include whether it is “in honor of”
or “in remembrance of.”



A Fully-Scripted Worship Series on Prayer
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This sermon series is based on “All My Days” from Worship Design Studio
and created by Rev. Dr. Marcia McFee

Prayer is such an important part of a Disciples life, so for my last sermon series | will be
focusing on Prayer. | can remember being mortified every time it seemed like | might be
asked to pray even a “sentence prayer” when | was in youth group. A worship series on
prayer, especially unpacking our most commonly known form of prayer (the prayer Jesus
taught his disciples) can be quite enriching. The various weeks — except for the first week —
we will be following not only the Lord’s Prayer, but also categories of communication with God
that all start with the letter “P”

5/3 “Praise” Genesis 2:2-4 & Philippians 4:8-9
5/10 “Purpose” James 2-5 & Luke 17:20-21
5/17 “Petition” James 5:13-16 & Luke 5:15-16
5/24 “Pardon” Colossians 3:12-14 & Mark 11:25
5/31 “Protection” Psalm 121 & Matthew 21:6-9
6/7 “Persistence” Ephesians 6:14-18 & Luke 22:66-71

HIPPER REOOM !VIay—June 2026
ST issues of The Upper
Room are now
available in the
Laurens UMC library
and narthex for you
to pick up at your
convenience.




Usher Schedule:

May 3: Jr. & Sr. High Youth

May 10: Greg Hertz, Brad Rubel, John Sobotka

May 17: Bryana & John Gustafson, and Pat Sullivan
May 24: Clayton Rubel, Monty Potter, and Jerry Sobotka
May 31: Jean Murray, and Angie & Aaron Christenson

Liturgist Schedule:

May 3 & 10: Hannah Zylstra
May 17 & 24: Amy Gustafson
May 31: McKenna Egertsen

Acolyte Schedule:

May 3: Matt Rubel
May 10: McKenna Egertsen
** Volunteers after May 10

If you are unable to work on your date, please find a replacement and let the
office know at 712-841-4476.

"So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and
help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” Isaiah 41:10

Join us on May 10",
Our younger Sunday School
Students will sing during worship.



https://www.google.com/search?q=Isaiah+41%3A10&oq=So+do+not+fear%2C+for+I+am+with+you%3B+do+not+be+dismayed%2C+for+I+am+your+God.+I+will+strengthen+you+and+help+you%3B+I+will+uphold+you+with+my+righteous+right+hand.&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOdIBCDExNzVqMGo3qAIIsAIB8QUc5wehf7kKaQ&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&ved=2ahUKEwihlYSul46UAxUkhisGHRfiDQ8QgK4QegYIAQgAEAQ

Announcements: Varina UMC

April 29t: Varina Community Coffee. Coffee time is 9:00-11:00 AM.  Everyone is
welcome!

April 29t ; Plastic bag work session following community coffee. All are welcome to
help!!

May 2: District Conference & Pre-Annual Conference Training. District Training 9:30
to 10:30 am. Pre-Annual Conference Training 10:30 to 12 with Lunch &
Fellowship

May 3: High School Graduation Recognition

May 17: Miracle Sunday; Support endowment for theological education outside of the US.

For more info go to www.iaumc.org/miracle-simday-initative or call church office
(712)841-4476.

Announcements: Laurens UMC

CHANGE IN OFFICE HOURS: Due to an appointment, office hours on Monday,
May 4t will be 7:00 AM-12:00 PM. Sorry for the inconvenience.

Please join us for a baby shower in honor of

May OSCAR CARL VINEYARD
) 1473 BUCHANAN AVE.
SIOUX CITY, IA 51106

10AM - 12PM

Qfﬂfr} by April 25 to Paige 712-450-0324
| Registered at Target and Amazon



http://www.iaumc.org/miracle-simday-initative

M, Pat Boughey Ken Boughey
' % Spirit Lake Wel-Life Accura HealthCare
MAILING 1819 23rd Street Apt # 240 1912 Zenith Avenue

ADDRESS Spirit Lake IA 51360 Room 124B
Spirit Lake, IA 51360

UMW

Date: May 7, 2026

Time: 2:00 PM

Location: Wesley Room

Pledge Service Presentation

Serving: Sarah Winkler

Lesson: Deb Hertz will discuss the 2026

. reading program and give an
Books for the taking are on the update on the 2026 mission

table in Fellowship Hall. projects
Help yourself.

Everyone is welcome to attend.
Please join us.
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How long does the average
blood donation take?
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Blood drives will occur twice a year unless we can maintain 15-20 donors each
blood drive.




Laurens Administrative Council Minutes
April 19, 2026

The Laurens Administrative Council met April 19, 2026. Present were Deb
Hertz, Connie Dallenbach, Brad Rubel, Michelle Rubel, Angie Christenson, Doc
VanGenderen, Kaye VanGenderen, Deb Spanier, Kelly Tate, Kennedy Heater
and Pastor Deb.

Pastor Deb opened with prayer. Kelly called the meeting to order. Brad
moved, seconded by Doc to approve the minutes as written. Motion carried.

Brad contacted the City of Laurens about the tree at the parsonage. They
have not gotten back to him. Jason asked if the church was willing to buy a new
vacuum. Kaye said there would probably be memorial money.

Staff parish met with the new pastor and signed the salary form. Salary will
be $67,000 not including benefits. They did a parsonage walk thru-carpet will
need to be cleaned and some painting. June 16th is Pastor Deb’s move out
date. The office and Sue’s office need to be painted. Sue and Kaye are working
on this. .

Native American offering was today. May 10th is Mother’s Day blanket
offering.

There is a District Pre Conference meeting May 2 here. We will provide a light
lunch. Kaye has ordered sliders and chips. The churches are to bring cookies
and bars. Conference will pay for this. Connie will play for this if music is
needed.

Pastor farewell will be June 7th during the regular pot luck. ,

Methodist Men will meet April 25th at 8. Clean-up will be at nine. Everyone
welcome to help.

As of April 31st the Siddall Endowment is $221,911.31. As of April 24th the
checking account is $4,237.23.

We will put a notice in the church letter about needing people to mow.

Kelly got an e-mail about an on-boarding meeting with the new pastor. Itis to
be a three hour session with a meal. Pastor Deb encourages everyone to wear
name tags when the new pastor comes.

Kennedy reported Alliant Energy is now on auto pay.

Michelle moved, seconded by Angie to adjourn. Motion carried.

Connie Dailie%ch
Recording Secretary
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lsaurgns UMC
s otgwardship, Prager Requests
& Worship dchedule

Stewardship for April 2026:

201 W. Main, Laurens, lowa 50554

Weekly Year-to-date Special
Total Receipts for 2026 $29,066.82 $950.43
Total Receipts received for April 5: $ 4,219.00 $ 33,285.82 $ 353.06
Food Pantry
March Qtrs.
Carpet Fund
Total Receipts received for April 12: $ 1,020.10 $ 34,305.92 $300.00
: Food Pantry
Total Receipts received for April 19: $9,244.29 $ 43,550.21 $ 45.00
Missions
Total Receipts received for April 26: $1,195.00 $ 44,745.21 $ 70.00
Missions
Projected Budget Needs 2026: $ 3,979.66 $210,922.00

Attendance for April 2: Maundy Thursday = Worship Service: 16
Attendance for April 5: Sunrise Service Worship Service: 25
Attendance for April 5: Sunday School: 23 Worship Service: 90
Attendance for April 12: Sunday School: 22 Worship Service: 40
Attendance for April 19: Sunday School: 18  Worship Service: 41
Attendance for April 26: Sunday School: 23 Worship Service: 45

Barbara Wallin, Virginia Garner, Rita Schmidt, April Dalby, 3 yr. old Brandon, Jessica
Jacobsen Family, Pat Boughey, Amy Gustafson, Karen Johnson, Terry Spanier, Edward
Schmidt, Kay Schrecengost, Methodist Church, nursing home residents, our church, victims
of all natural disasters, those battling illness, our men & women of the armed forces, our
world, and people in Ukraine, and people of Israel.

LAURENS UMC WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sunday, May 3, 2026:
Youth Sunday School 9:15 AM & Adult Sunday School 9:30 AM
Fellowship Coffee 10:00 AM
Worship @ 10:30 AM



Varina UMC
Stewardship, Prager Requests
& Worship schedule

321 Main, Varina, lowa 50593

Stewardship for April 2026:

Weekly Monthly Special
Total Receipts for 2026:
Total Receipts received for April 5: $ 735.00 $ 735.00 $
Total Receipts received for April 12: $ 784.00 $1,519.00 $
Total Receipts received for April 19: $ 630.00 $2,149.00 $
Total Receipts received for April 26: $ 502.00 $2,651.00 $

Projected Budget Needs for 2026: $ 633.15

Attendance for April 5: Worship Service: 38
Attendance for April 12: Worship Service: 31
Attendance for April 19: Worship Service: 34
Attendance for April 26: Worship Service: 29

Jean Myrtue, Gary Mohr, Denise Tegels, Norm Kincaid, Little Evelyn, 3 yr. old Brandon,
Jessica Jacobsen Family, Paul Kraft, Harold Schofield, Milton Voss, Gary and Carol Siepker,
Walt Collins, Julia Collins, The United Methodist Church, our nation, victims of all natural
disasters, victims of violence, our men & women of the armed forces, our world, people of
Israel, and people in Ukraine.

VARINA UMC WORSHIP SCHEDULE:
May 3, 2026
Worship Service at 9:00 a.m.
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If you are unable to join us for in-person worship, please worship with
;f . NLl NE us online as our worship services are live-streamed on the Laurens

" “WORSHIP United Methodist Church Facebook page @ 10:30 a.m. every Sunday.
SERVICE Worship services are also available on our website at
‘ www.laurensumc.org. Just click on “Sermons/Devotions.”

by 9 A .M. Friday morning. Any items for our weekly church
| newsletter need to be submitted by 9 a.m. on Monday

|
\NeWS'eﬁerl mornings. Thank you for your cooperation.
-

I A | Any items for our Sunday bulletin need to be submitted to the
church office @ (712) 841-4476 or methodist@laurensumc.org
o

If you or a loved one is ready to be removed from or need
added to our prayer list, please call the church office
@ (712) 841-4476.

Contact information:

Rev. Deb Parkison: Pastor’s Cell phone: (712) 350-1036
Pastor’s Email: deb.parkison@iaumc.net

Sue Jarvis, Administrative Assistant: Office (712) 841-4476
Email: methodist@laurensumc.org
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Laurens United Methodist Church

Like us on
Facebook

Varina United Methodist Church



