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God Looks Around

Things took a curious turn when the Lord got up from supper, tied a towel
around his waist, and washed the Apostles’ feet. It seems like something Jesus
decided to do on the fly.

Usually, a servant would wash a guest’s feet upon arrival-a Biblical way of
putting out the welcome mat. Peter called Jesus “Master,” not his servant, but

our Lord wanted the Disciples to see things differently.

Watching Carefully | T

With eyes of faith, we may notice God’s creative plan unfolding in ways that
others fail to see. Look at a dragonfly, for instance.

Born in water, dragonfly larvae emerge and cling to reeds. Transformation take
place, and a dragonfly tries its newly unfolded wings.

Although dragonflies look similar, each one has an individual pattern on its
wings. At His baptism in the Jordan River, Jesus showed His willingnhess to
uhiquely share our humanity, and the Holy Spirit came upon Him. We receive
newfound grace of the Holy Spirit in Sacramental Baptism.

Back to the dragonflies, outsized eyes allow an excellent view of their
surroundings. People had gotten wide-eyed at the sight of miraculously
multiplied loaves and fish, but the next day, they asked for another sign. They
could not see Jesus as the Bread of Life.

Garden of Gethsemane



Hovering Over Us

At supper, surrounded by the Twelve, Jesus knew what betrayal by Judas would
set in motion. Going out to the Garden of Gethsemane, He showed His friends
the need to pray. Through prayer to do the Father’s will, Jesus overcame
intense, human fear.

Dragonflies can hover, helicopter style. Like Jesus, we get scared or distress
and seek help from the heavenly Father unfailingly hovering over us.

Jesus had friends nearby in the garden, but they fell asleep-even though He had
foretold His Passion and death. He loved them, just as He still loves us when we
let Him down. B

Turning Lives Around — zt/
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Dragonflies can fly in a vertical ascent, upside down, and backwards. They can
zoom by at 20 m.p.h. or more.

Crucifixion seemed to put forward momentum of Jesus’ ministry into reverse.
His death upended the Apostles’ lives, but we rejoice on Easter because Jesus

quickly came back. Saint Peter preached, “God raised up His Servant,” giving

believers hope in reaching eternal life.
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CETIEEVENTS,

and Meetings...
_

April 19: Native American Ministries Special Offering

April 25 and 26: Fellowship Hall is reserved.
10:00 AM-6:00 PM on the 25t 12:00 PM -4:00 PM on the 26t.

May 2: Northwest District Conference from 9:00 AM -12:00 PM at the Laurens UMC
May 10: Last day of Sunday School. Sunday School attendance awards and teacher
recognition.
Mother’s Day-CWS Blankets

May 17: College Graduates’ Recognition



Usher Schedule:
April 19: Deb Hertz, and Carla & Randy Gustafson

April 26: Angela Sobotka, Julie Potter, and Deb Spanier
May 3: Jr. & Sr. High Youth

May 10: Greg Hertz, Brad Rubel, John Sobotka

May 17: Bryana & John Gustafson, and Pat Sullivan

Liturgist Schedule:

April 19 & 26: Kelly Tate
May 3 & 10: Hannah Zylstra
May 17 & 24: Amy Gustafson

Acolyte Schedule:

April 19: Adeline Molina
April 26: Jayden Olson
May 3: Matt Rubel
May 10: McKenna Egertsen

If you are unable to work on your date, please find a replacement and let the
office know at 712-841-4476.

NO KID SLEEPS
ON THE FLOOR
IN OUR TOWVVIN!

April
Donations given
to
“Sleep In

Heavenly
Peace.”



Announcements

Varina UMC
Announcements

April 8t: Varina Community Coffee. Coffee time is 9:00-11:00 AM. Everyone is
welcome!

April 15%:  Varina Community Coffee. Coffee time is 9:00-11:00 AM. Everyone is
welcome!!

April 15: Varina UMC Admin. Board Meeting at 7:00 p.m. at church: EVERYONE IS
WELCOME TO ATTEND

May 2: District Conference & Pre-Annual Conference Training. District Training 9:30
to 10:30 am. Pre-Annual Conference Training 10:30 to 12 with Lunch &
Fellowship

May 3: High School Graduation Recognition

Plastic bag collection will be suspended thru the month April. The church office will
announce when bag collection will resume. Thank you to all who are donating to this
Varina Mission Project.

Join us fFor a delicious mealon - - - - -

Saturday, April 1.8, 2026

Fonda Fire & EMS Station
5:00 P.M. to 7:00 P_.M.

. For Carryouts: Call 288-5799

Serving: Pork loin, cheesy potatoes,
sreen beans, ice cream & a drink
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/are invited to a .\
Come and Go
Baby Shower
/ For
& ;‘J’adelyn Richardson and

Austin Scott
April 25,
At the Methodist Church

1-4 PM

Laurens Food Pantry is in
need of the following items:

PERSONAL HYGIENE:

FOODS:

Applesauce

Corn Soap

Taco Shells Shampoo
(Hard & Softshell) Body Wash

Fruit cocktail Toothpaste

Peaches
*Other donations of
your choice

There is a shopping cart under the staircase leading into the educational wing of the Laurens Methodist
Church to place the food(s). A second drop off site is at the Laurens Pharmacy in the shopping cart. Thank

you for your donation(s).

2026 LAURENS SPRING
CLEAN-UP DAYS

FRIDAY, APRIL 24TH - SATURDAY, MAY 2ND
800 am - 5:-00 pm
EXTENDED HOURS WEDNESDAY, APRIL 29TH

800 am - 7-:00 P
Dumpsters located out by Laurens Police Station

We invite and ENCOURAGE residents to participate in our spring clean-up days!
Clean-Up Days give residents the opportunity to remove unwanted
items that are not normally convenient to dispose through our
regular trash service, help reduce neighborhood clutter, and help
maintain and take pride in a clean and welcoming communityl

ABSOLUTELY NO:

CARDBOARD, TREES,
GRASS, DIRT. LEAVES,
WATER HEATERS, PAINTS,
OIL, BATTERIES,
CHEMICALS,
CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS,
BRICKS, CONCRETE, GLASS
OR HAZARDOUS WASTE!

HELPFUL TIPS:

Walk items all the way
to where the pile ends
1f items can be bagged.
they MUST be bagged
Carpet MUST be rolled
& taped

NO DUMPSTER DIVINGI
Appliances. TVs, and E-Waste will be picked up ot loter date

These items DO require stickers. AND they can be picked up
any time of year
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< Up to 2 passengers - X
= 24/7 On-Call Service, ,ﬂ >

= Card Payments
Accepted

® Summer
Rafte's 15 ;_ ——
1!

= Must Not Be Allergic to Dogs!
« Special Driver Training

@ Class A CDL Licensed
@ Smith System Defensive Driving

$2.00: rrm———==
$1.00:: inve
Kyle Owens
(712) 845-67175




Upncoming Meetings

Date: April 11, 2026
Time: 8:00 AM
UMM Location: Fellowship Hall
Breakfast: Monty
Lesson: Richard
|- Church April 15: Varina Ad Council Meeting @ 7:00 PM

Commell e e e
- Meeting

Date: May 7, 2026
Time: 2:00 PM

UM ‘ N / Location: Wesley Room
Pledge Service
Serving: Sarah Winkler
Lesson: Deb and Sarah book reviews

Deb Hertz will update Missions and Reading
program

Appointment Announcement

Dear members and friends of Laurens and Varina United Methodist Churches, on behalf of the Staff-
Pastor Relations Committee (SPRC), | have an official announcement from Bishop Kennetha and the
Appointive Cabinet of the lowa Conference of the United Methodist Church.

After prayerful discernment, Bishop Kennetha and her Cabinet have appointed Rev. Jim Davis to
Laurens and Varina UMCs, effective July 1, 2026. Pastor Jim brings experience, dedication, and
enthusiasm to lead us in our mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the
world. He is currently serving St. Joseph United Methodist Church in the Illinois Great Rivers
Conference.

As we begin this transition, please keep Pastor Deb Parkison in your prayers as she prepares for the
next chapter in her life.

We look forward to welcoming Rev. Jim Davis and his family and sharing our faith journey together.

Thank you all for your continued support and prayers during this time of leadership transition in our
congregations.

May God bless you.
The Staff-Pastor Relations Committee (SPRC)



From the Conference ...

District Conference & Pre-Annual Conference Training

Unlike in previous years, we will hold both the Pre-Annual Conference training and
the District Conference on the same day, on Saturday, May 2, 2026, at Laurens
United Methodist Church (201 W Main St, Laurens, IA 50554). The schedule for
the day will be as follows: - Pre-Annual Conference Training: 9:30 a.m. — 10:30 a.m. -
District Conference: 10:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. - Lunch and Fellowship:

Following the District Conference | encourage all clergy, delegates to the Annual
Conference, and church representatives to attend this important gathering as we
prepare for the Annual Conference, celebrate our Northwest District ministries, and
enjoy our fellowship together.

Please bring one dozen cookies to share during our break and fellowship time.

Annual Conference 2026

June 11-14- 2026 lowa Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church -
Connected in Vision MidAmerican Energy Company RecPlex, 6500 Grand Ave, West
Des Moines

1Ko MRS e MR
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Miracle by helping people answer the call to ministry.

Sunday!

Support the Endowment
for Theological Education
Outside the United States! Lead COU ragBOUSIV

by lifting up a new generation of pastors.

by contributing to the worldwide connection.

United Methodists around the world are invited to participate in a God-led, Holy Spirit-empowered spring
emphasis titled Miracle Sunday. If you are interested and would like more information, go to the followiny
website www.iaumc.org/miracle-sunday-initiative or call the church office (712) 841-4476.



http://www.iaumc.org/miracle-sunday-initiative

lsaurgns UMC
' Stewardship, Prager Requests
& Worship dchedule

Stewardship for April 2026:

201 W. Main, Laurens, lowa 50554

Weekly Year-to-date Special
Total Receipts for 2026 $29,066.82 $950.43
Total Receipts received for April 5: $ 4,219.00 $ 33,285.82 $ 353.06
Food Pantry
March Qtrs.
Carpet Fund
Total Receipts received for April 12: $ 1,020.10 $ 34,305.92 $300.00
: Food Pantry
Total Receipts received for April 19: $ $ $
Total Receipts received for April 26: $ $ $
Projected Budget Needs 2026: $ 3,979.66 $210,922.00

Attendance for April 2: Maundy Thursday = Worship Service: 16
Attendance for April 5: Sunrise Service Worship Service: 25
Attendance for April 5: Sunday School: 23 Worship Service: 90
Attendance for April 12: Sunday School: 22 Worship Service: 40
Attendance for April 19: Sunday School: Worship Service:
Attendance for April 26: Sunday School: Worship Service:

Barbara Wallin, Virginia Garner, Rita Schmidt, April Dalby, 3 yr. old Brandon, Jessica
Jacobsen Family, Pat Boughey, Amy Gustafson, Karen Johnson, Terry Spanier, Edward
Schmidt, Kay Schrecengost, Methodist Church, nursing home residents, our church, victims
of all natural disasters, those battling illness, our men & women of the armed forces, our
world, and people in Ukraine, and people of Israel.

LAURENS UMC WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sunday, April 19, 2026:
Youth Sunday School 9:15 AM & Adult Sunday School 9:30 AM
Fellowship Coffee 10:00 AM
Worship @ 10:30 AM




Varina UMC
Stewardship, Prager Requests
& Worship schedule

Stewardship for April 2026:

321 Main, Varina, lowa 50593

Weekly Monthly Special
Total Receipts for 2026:
Total Receipts received for April 5: $ 735.00 $ 735.00 $
Total Receipts received for April 12: $ 784.00 $1,519.00 $
Total Receipts received for April 19: $ $ $
Total Receipts received for April 26: $ $ $
Projected Budget Needs for 2026: $ 633.15

Attendance for April 5: Worship Service: 38
Attendance for April 12: Worship Service: 31
Attendance for April 19: Worship Service:
Attendance for April 26: Worship Service:

Jean Myrtue, Gary Mohr, Denise Tegels, Norm Kincaid, Little Evelyn, 3 yr. old Brandon,
Jessica Jacobsen Family, Paul Kraft, Harold Schofield, Milton Voss, Gary and Carol Siepker,
Walt Collins, Julia Collins, The United Methodist Church, our nation, victims of all natural
disasters, victims of violence, our men & women of the armed forces, our world, people of
Israel, and people in Ukraine.

VARINA UMC WORSHIP SCHEDULE:
April 19, 2026
Worship Service at 9:00 a.m.
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If you are unable to join us for in-person worship, please worship with
;f . NLlNE us online as our worship services are live-streamed on the Laurens

" “WORSHIP United Methodist Church Facebook page @ 10:30 a.m. every Sunday.
SERVICE Worship services are also available on our website at
‘ www.laurensumc.org. Just click on “Sermons/Devotions.”

by 9 A .M. Friday morning. Any items for our weekly church
| newsletter need to be submitted by 9 a.m. on Monday

|
\NeWS'eﬁerl mornings. Thank you for your cooperation.
-

I A | Any items for our Sunday bulletin need to be submitted to the
church office @ (712) 841-4476 or methodist@laurensumc.org
o

If you or a loved one is ready to be removed from or need
added to our prayer list, please call the church office
@ (712) 841-4476.

Contact information:

Rev. Deb Parkison: Pastor’s Cell phone: (712) 350-1036
Pastor’s Email: deb.parkison@iaumc.net

Sue Jarvis, Administrative Assistant: Office (712) 841-4476
Email: methodist@laurensumc.org
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Laurens United Methodist Church

Like us on
Facebook

Varina United Methodist Church



