The Newsletter
The United
Methodist Churches

of
Laurens & YVarina,
Towwn
For the week of February 1, 2026 Volume 5 Issue 6

A Call to Love Boldly, Serve Joyfully, and Lead Courageously

Dear Morthwest District Family,

| greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. As we begin 2026, | wish to
express my sincere gratitude to both the clergy and laity for your dedicated ministry. Your
unwavering commitment to sharing the Gospel with in your congregations and
communities is deeply appreciated. The new year presents a fresh opportunity to advance
our mission, complete outstanding initiatives, and explore new ministries without fear
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. To this end, The United Methodist Church has
introduced a new vision statement: "The United Methodist Church forms disciples of
Jesus Christ who, empowered by the Holy Spirit, love boldly, serve joyfully, and lead
courageously in local communities and worldwide connections.”

This vision defines our missional identity and invites us to love boldly, serve joyfully, and
lead couragzously. | encourage all clergy and congregational leaders to pray for this vision
within your Administrative Councils and Circuits, to reflect on how this vision can be
practiced in your specific context by considering the following questions:

LOWVE BOLDLY: How can our church actively embrace and include individuals from diverse
back grounds in our ministries? What steps can we take to reflect Jesus's bold love in our
interactions within the community? How can we break down barriers and create spaces
where everyone feels truly welcomed?

SERVE JOYFULLY: Who are the most vulnerable members of our local community, and how
can we serve them with joy and compassion? How can we cultivate an environment where
serving others becomes a joyful ex pression of our faith? What partnerships or
collaborations could enhance our service to the community?

LEAD COURAGEOUSLY: What are the systems of injustice or oppression we feel called to
resist and dismantle in our community? How can we lead courageously in addressing
issues of peace, justice, and reconciliation in practical ways? What support or resocurces
do leaders in our church need to embody courageous leadership? Please utilize these
questions for internal reflection and discernment as you seek to remain or become a vital
body of Christ in your community.

May Christ, who called us to this work, bless us all in this new beginning.

Peace and blessings,
Rewv. Dr. Michel Lundula, DS



Usher Schedule:

February 8: Deb Hertz, and Randy & Carla Gustafson
February 15: Angie Sobotka, Julie Potter, and Kelly Tate
February 22: Jr. and Sr. High Youth

March 1: Greg Hertz, Brad Rubel, and John Sobotka

Liturgist Schedule:

February 1 & 8: Angie Christenson
February 15 & 22: Monty Potter
March 1 & 8: Clayton Rubel

Acolyte Schedule:

February 8: Adeline Molina
February 15: Jayden Olson
February 22: Matt Rubel

If you are unable to work on your date, please find a replacement and let the
office know at 712-841-4476.

Administrative Council
February 8: Varina @ 10:00 AM following worship
February 15: Laurens @ 11:30 AM following worship

Everyone is welcome to attend!!



Announcements

Varina UMC
Announcements

February 4™: Varina Community Coffee will resume. Coffee time is 9:00-11:00
AM. Everyone is welcomell

There is NO Varina Mary Circle Meeting in February.

Plastic bags are welcome once again at both the Varina and Laurens UM churches. In
Laurens, please bring the bags to the church office.

Plastics works sessions will be February 18 and 25 following community coffee.
Everyone is welcome to help.

February 14: UMM Meeting @ 8:00 AM
Breakfast: Richard
Devotion: Thaine and Bob

Mark Pour Calendars il Q\m
S February 15: Laurens Administrative Council
EVE NTs N Meeting @ 11:30 AM in the Wesley Room.
‘1'1'\'1’111“"‘ Everyone is welcome to attend.

February 18: Ash Wednesday

February 22: 1t Sunday of Lent

March 4: UMM Soup Supper from 5:00-7:00 PM.
Free will donation.

Experimental Office Hours:
Week of February 15-February 27
Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 8:00 AM-1:00 pm.

Sue is wanting to cut back on her office hours.
SPPRC has agreed to give this a trial run and at the end of
February/beginning of March a decision will be made on
whether this change effects the churches at all.
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Laurens UMC custodian is needed for approximately 8-10 hours per week depending on
church activities. Job description includes general cleaning weekly and deep cleaning
biannually. Expectations are kitchen cleaning and laundry as needed, vacuuming,
mopping and sweeping floors, cleaning and restocking bathrooms, washing windows,
emptying trash cans, spot-checking after events, wiping down surfaces, and dusting.
Additional expectations include communication with church office personnel and chair of
trustees regarding general upkeep and building repairs.

Anyone who may be interested in the position, please contact the church office
@ 712-841-4476 between 8 AM and 1:00 PM Monday thru Thursday. For questions, contact
Brad Rubel @ 712-358-0362.

There are many cards available in the Narthex for your use. Stop and check them out. If
you don't find a card for that special occasion, contact Deb Hertz.

UMM Soup Supper
Dessert Sign Up
Sheet is in the

Please keep the Meal Train in mind if Na rtheX- Any type Of
you know of a church member who

would appreciate this service! Even deSSEI‘t(S) WOUId be
if you think that I might be aware of a =

situation, please let me know if a appl‘eCIatEd.

Meal Train should be set up for
someone!

Thankyou,
Julie Potter
(712) 450-0321
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PRAYER SHAWL
MINISTRY

A prayer shawl or patch is hand-crafted with a purpose far deeper than its yarn and stitches. It is
created as a vessel for prayer, intention, and spiritual energy. Each shawl and patch is infused with
blessings for the person who will receive it. The finished shawl becomes a physical reminder that the
recipient is held, supported, and never alone, no matter what they may be going through.

Prayer shawls are given for many reasons, some of them are listed below:

To comfort someone during illness or grief

To bless a new chapter in life

To celebrate a milestone

To offer encouragement during a challenge

To remind someone they are loved, valued, and embraced by Spirit

The shawl becomes a symbol of Divine presence, something one can wrap around their
shoulders and feel held, supported, and strengthened.
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Do you know someone that needs a prayer shawl or patch? If so, just take one from the front of the
church santuary and notate it on the clip board with our church’s blessing.

If you or you know of anyone who can knit or cochet and would be willing to make shawls/patches,
contact the church office for information @ 712-841-4476.

First Christian Church Clothes Closet  [IE= AL e

712-841-2455 1T WINTCRFEsST
324 West Section Line Road e

Tobogganing Broom Ball
11:00-3:00 11:00-3:00
Hours: WITH WRISTBAND WITH WRISTBAND

Every Thursday from 2:00-5:00 PM Barrel Train Ice Skating
. 11:00-3:00 11:00-3:00

Last Saturday Of the month from y WITH WRISTBAND WITH WRISTBAND
éiant Slide

10:00 AM -1:00 PM
All items FREE!! WITH WRISTBAND

IN HARVEST HALL GYM

Rock Climbing

1:00-3:00 ONLY
WITH WRISTBAND
IN HARVEST HALL GYM

Food Optiong SERVED IN THE GATHERING PLACE

FRIDAY 5:30 - 7:00 CHILI & CINNAMON ROLLS

Please use the east door by the alley

SATURDAY 8:30 - 11:00  FIRE DEPARTMENT PANCAKES
SATURDAY 8:30-11:00 STAY GROUNDED COFFEE
SATURDAY 11:00 - 3:00 FEEDSHACK BBQ T "

o W INTEREES TLORG/ABIBLECANE
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' Stgwardship, Prager Requests
& Worship dchedule

Stewardship for February 2026:

201 W. Main, Laurens, lowa 50554

Weekly Year-to-date Special
Total Receipts for 2026 $7,792.41 $ 541.26
Total Receipts received for February 1: $ 3,840.26 $11,632.67 $ 238.12
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Total Receipts received for February 8:
Total Receipts received for February 15:
Total Receipts received for February 22: $ $ $
Projected Budget Needs 2026: $ 3,979.66 $210,922.00
Attendance for February 1: Sunday School: 20 Worship Service: 42
Attendance for February 8: Sunday School: Worship Service:
Attendance for February 15: Sunday School: Worship Service:
Attendance for February 22: Sunday School: Worship Service:
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Pat Boughey, Richard Garner, Jay Lockwood, Amy Dalby, Methodist Church, nursing home
residents, our church, victims of all natural disasters, those battling illness, , Citizens of
Minneapolis and ICE, our men & women of the armed forces, our world, and people in
Ukraine, and people of Israel.

LAURENS UMC WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sunday, February 8, 2026:
Youth Sunday School @ 9:15 AM / Adult Sunday School @ 9:30 AM
Fellowship Coffee 10:00 AM
Worship @ 10:30 AM




Varina UMC
Stewardship, Prager Requests
& Worship schedule

Stewardship for February 2026:

321 Main, Varina, lowa 50593

Weekly Monthly Special
Total Receipts for 2026:
Total Receipts received for February 1: $ 1,505.00 $ 1,505.00 $
Total Receipts received for February 8: $ $ $
Total Receipts received for February 15: $ $ $
Total Receipts received for February 22: $ $ $
Projected Budget Needs for 2026: $ 633.15

Attendance for February 1: Worship Service: 29
Attendance for February 8: Worship Service:
Attendance for February 15: Worship Service:
Attendance for February 22: Worship Service:

Gary Mohr, Paul Kraft, Dale Schumann, Mary Halstead, Jeanie Myrtue, Jay Lockwood, Karolyn
Snedeker, Pam Mooney, Mary Baskerville, Harold Schofield, Milton Voss, Gary and Carol
Siepker, Darwin Huseman, Walt Collins, Julia Collins, Citizens of Minneapolis and ICE, The
United Methodist Church, our nation, victims of all natural disasters, victims of violence, our
men & women of the armed forces, our world, and people of Israel, people in Ukraine.

VARINA UMC WORSHIP SCHEDULE:
February 8, 2026
Worship Service at 9:00 a.m.
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If you are unable to join us for in-person worship, please worship with
;f . NLl NE us online as our worship services are live-streamed on the Laurens

" “WORSHIP United Methodist Church Facebook page @ 10:30 a.m. every Sunday.
SERVICE Worship services are also available on our website at
‘ www.laurensumc.org. Just click on “Sermons/Devotions.”

by 9 A .M. Friday morning. Any items for our weekly church
| newsletter need to be submitted by 9 a.m. on Monday

|
\NeWS'eﬁerl mornings. Thank you for your cooperation.
-

I A | Any items for our Sunday bulletin need to be submitted to the
church office @ (712) 841-4476 or methodist@laurensumc.org
o

If you or a loved one is ready to be removed from or need
added to our prayer list, please call the church office
@ (712) 841-4476.

Contact information:

Rev. Deb Parkison: Pastor’s Cell phone: (712) 350-1036
Pastor’s Email: deb.parkison@iaumc.net

Sue Jarvis, Administrative Assistant: Office (712) 841-4476
Email: methodist@laurensumc.org
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Laurens United Methodist Church

Like us on
Facebook

Varina United Methodist Church



