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Sunday School Christmas Program 2026

High School and Jr High Narrators & Themselves:
Marcus Price, Emma Sobotka, Grace Sobotka, Matt Rubel, Jacob Sobotka, Isabell Spooner

Mary: Reagan Hertz
Joseph: Gage Gustafson

Angel: Samantha Zylstra
Shepherds: Feinox Wiley, Sylvan Zylstra, and Nathan Bennigsdorf

Little Angels: Adeline Hertz, Hadly Gustafson, and Avery Gustafson



Usher Schedule:

February 1: Frank Bringleson, Doc Van Genderen, Clayton Rubel
February 8: Deb Hertz, and Randy & Carla Gustafson

February 15: Angie Sobotka, Julie Potter, and Deb Spanier
February 22: Jr. and Sr. High Youth

Liturgist Schedule:

February 18 & 25: Michelle Rubel
February 1 & 8: Angie Christenson

February 15 & 22: Monty Potter

Acolyte Schedule:

February 1: Jacob Sobotka

February 8: Adeline Molina

February 15: Jayden Olson
February 22: Matt Rubel

Communion Servers:

February 1: Jean Murray, Angie Christenson, Jennifer Valentine, and Pastor Paul

If you are unable to work on your date, please find a replacement and let the
office know at 712-841-4476.

F‘r ‘ma | ‘!
M - = WORRY IS UNNECESSARY; we have a 3
f- benevolent Father. 4

| - WORRY IS UNPRODUCTIVE; it cannot make
'. yvou taller or make you live one day longer.
= WORRY IS UNWORTHY; we are created for a
MATTHEW 6.25-54
[

higher purpose than to worry about life.
< _’— .

" .;C



sympathy lo...

Sympathies to Brad, Michelle, Clayton, and Matt Rubel on
the passing of their grandfather/great-grandfather-
Dennis 6. Hudson. Dennis Gene Hudson, age 86, peacefully
passed away on Monday, January 19, 2026, at his home in
Laurens, Iowa. A celebration of life was held yesterday,
Saturday, January 24.

Announcements

Varina UMC
Announcements

February 4™: Varina Community Coffee will start again. Coffee time is 9:00-11:00
AM. Everyone is welcomell

February 8™: Varina Administrative Council Meeting at 10:00 AM following worship.
Everyone is welcome at attend

Plastic bags are welcome once again at both the Varina and Laurens UM churches. In
Laurens, please bring the bags to the church office.

Plastics works sessions will be February 11 and 25 following community coffee.
Everyone is welcome to help.

February 1: Holy Communion Sunday followed
by potluck dinner

Mark Your QA’“G\M‘S cmau February 15: Laurens Administrative Council

VE NTs Meeting @ 11:30 AM in the Wesley Room.
) fnv Everyone is welcome to attend.

February 18: Ash Wednesday
February 22: 15t Sunday of Lent




rosiTion SER

Laurens UMC custodian is needed for approximately 8-10 hours per week depending on
church activities. Job description includes general cleaning weekly and deep cleaning
biannually. Expectations are kitchen cleaning and laundry as needed, vacuuming,
mopping and sweeping floors, cleaning and restocking bathrooms, washing windows,
emptying trash cans, spot-checking after events, wiping down surfaces, and dusting.
Additional expectations include communication with church office personnel and chair of
trustees regarding general upkeep and building repairs.

Anyone who may be interested in the position, please contact the church office
@ 712-841-4476 between 8 AM and 1:00 PM Monday thru Thursday. For questions, contact
Brad Rubel @ 712-358-0362.

We would like to thank the following
people for their assistance with the
Sunday School Christmas Program:

Brad Rubel and Don Hertz for sound and
technology.

Connie Dallenbach for playing for the program
today.

Parents for giving us the opportunity to teach
your kids.

Sunday School teachers for their patience and
help putting the program together.

The Methodist Men for providing the goodie
bag for the kids.

There are many cards available in the Narthex for your use. Stop and check them out. If
you don‘t find a card for that special occasion, contact Deb Hertz.



Laurens United Methodist Church
Administrative Council Minutes: January 18, 2026

Members Present: Kelly Tate, Kennedy Tate, Dwight Van Genderen, Connie Dallenbach, Michelle
Rubel, Brad Rubel

Guests Present: Pastor Paul Evans, Deb Spanier

Call to Order & Review of December Minutes: Motion to approve: Michelle, 2"9: Connie
Trustees: Brad reported that we had a toilet in the education unit that used a lot of water due to a
faulty flapper. Brad suggested that we consider looking at devices that help monitor large water
usage. He saw some online for roughly $200. Motion for Brad to research these devices: Michelle,
2nd: Dwight. All Approved.

SPRC: No current chair — Michelle as a committee member reported: Julie P has resigned as church
custodian (after 2 years of service). We believe that the job description is fairly up-to-date but SPRC
will be meeting on 1/21 to discuss the job description and advertising. Discussion about salary with
respect to proposed minimum wage legislation was held - - Pastor Paul advised that if minimum wage
does change that Ad Council will need to act on the salary. Motion to keep current salary: Brad.

2nd: Dwight. All approved.

Missions: no report

Worship: schedules for liturgist and accompanist are done

Christian Education: will meet this week 1/21, Christmas program will be 1/25.

Youth Group: nothing to report

Memorial: nothing to report

UMW: No report — they are on winter break

UMM: will meet 1/24 @ 8 AM to pack bags to hand out after the children’s program

Endowment: Siddall Endowment as of 12/31/25: $225,159.24. Community State Bank account
as of 12/24/25: $4387.23. There are no outstanding bills.

Communications: Pastor Deb will be completing the Statistical Report that is due 2/1. Kennedy
and the Audit committee will be working on the Fund Balance Report. We are in need of a person to
help with communion set up & preparation.

Treasurer’s Report: Kennedy has auto-bill pay set up for the city bills (Utilities & phone/internet).
W?2's are being completed by QuickBooks. Discussion was held about some numbers in the year-end
financial report.

Next Meeting: 2/15/26 @ 11:30

Submitted by Michelle Rubel



United Methodist Church
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1
Thaine Hopkins

Youth 55-9:15
AM

Adult 55-9:30 AM
Fellowship
Coffee-10:00 AM
Worship-10:30
AM

Holy Communion
Sunday

Potluck Sunday

2

Hunter
Valentine

Town &
Country
Quilt Club
Meeting

@ 2:00 FM

In Fellowship
Hall

3

Destini
Oehlertz

Statistical
Reports for
2025 due

4

Eloise Enger
Tricia Willeford

8

Youth 85-9:15
EM

Adult 55-8:30 AM
Fellowship
Coffee-10:00 AM
Worship-10:30
AM

Varina Ad
Council — 10:00
AM

10

11

12

13

Linda Olson

14

Beckett Svuba

UMM Meeting
@ 8:00 AM

15

Terry Latham

Youth 55-8:15
AM

Adult 55-9:30 AM
Fellowship
Coffee-10:00 AM
Worship-10:30
AM

Laurens Ad
Council
Meeting -11:30
AM

16
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17

18

Bill Wurr

B
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19

Mandy Reese

20

Amy Gustafson

22

Youth 55-9:15
AM

Adult 55-9:30 AM
Fellowship
Coffee-10:00 AM
Worship-10:30
AM

23

24

25

26

27

28

If your birthday
was missed on
the calendar,
please notify the
church office @
841-44786.




A prayer shawl or patch is hand-crafted with a purpose far deeper than its yarn and stitches. It is
created as a vessel for prayer, intention, and spiritual energy. Each shawl and patch is infused with
blessings for the person who will receive it. The finished shawl becomes a physical reminder that the
recipient is held, supported, and never alone, no matter what they may be going through.

Prayer shawls are given for many reasons, some of them are listed below:
To comfort someone during illness or grief

To bless a new chapter in life
To celebrate a milestone

To offer encouragement during a challenge

To remind someone they are loved, valued, and embraced by Spirit

The shawl becomes a symbol of Divine presence, something one can wrap around their
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shoulders and feel held, supported, and strengthened.

Do you know someone that needs a prayer shawl or patch? If so, just take one from the front of the
church santuary and notate it on the clip board with our church’s blessing.

Laurens Communi

~—

I’RJ¥YE“2£H4/¥WVL
MINISTRY

nity Food Pantry

FEBRUARY 2026

Mon Tue Wed Thu

4-6 PM

8 9 10 11 12 13 14
4-6 PM

15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Presidents’ Da 4-6 PM

22 5 24 25 26 27 28
11AM-1PM 46 PM




lsaurgns UMC
' Stgwardship, Prager Requests
& Worship dchedule

201 W. Main, Laurens, lowa 50554

Stewardship for January 2026:

Weekly Year-to-date Special
Total Receipts for 2026 $ $
Total Receipts received for January 4: $ 3,736.00 $ 3,736.00 $ 75.46
Dec Qtrs.
Total Receipts received for January 11: $§ 713.00 $ 4,449.00 $415.80
Food Pantry
Missions
Total Receipts received for January 18: $1,516.00 $ 5,965.00 $ 50.00
Food Pantry
Total Receipts received for January 25: $ 1,827.41 $ 7,792.41 $
Projected Budget Needs 2026: $ 3,979.66 $210,922.00
Attendance for January 4: Sunday School: 20 Worship Service: 32
Attendance for January 11: Sunday School: 23 Worship Service: 44
Attendance for January 18: Sunday School: 29 Worship Service: 25
Attendance for January 25: Sunday School: 24 Worship Service: 81

Pat Boughey, Richard Garner, Sharon Meier, Jay Lockwood, Amy Dalby,
Methodist Church, nursing home residents, our church, victims of all
natural disasters, those battling illness, our men & women of the armed
forces, our world, and people in Ukraine, and people of Israel.

LAURENS UMC WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sunday, February 1, 2026:
Youth Sunday School @ 9:15 AM / Adult Sunday School @ 9:30 AM
Worship @ 10:30 AM
Holy Communion Sunday followed by potluck



Varina UMC
Stewardship, Prager Requests
& Worship schedule

321 Main, Varina, lowa 50593

Stewardship for January 2026:

Weekly Monthly Special
Total Receipts for 2026:
Total Receipts received for January 4: $ 1,000.00 $ 1,000.00 $
Total Receipts received for January 11: $ 522.00 $1,522.00 $
Total Receipts received for January 18: $ 454.00 $ 1,976.00 $ 30.00
Missions
Total Receipts received for January 25: $ 524.00 $2,500.00 $ 10.00
Missions
Projected Budget Needs for 2026: $ 633.15

Attendance for January 4: Worship Service: 25
Attendance for January 11: Worship Service: 29
Attendance for January 18: Worship Service: 23
Attendance for January 25: Worship Service: 21

Paul Kraft, Dale Schumann, Marie Breon, Mary Halstead, Jeanie Myrtue, Sharon Meier, Jay
Lockwood, Karolyn Snedeker, Pam Mooney, Mary Baskerville, Harold Schofield, Milton Voss,
Gary and Carol Siepker, Darwin Huseman, Walt Collins, Julia Collins, The United Methodist
Church, our nation, victims of all natural disasters, victims of violence, our men & women of
the armed forces, our world, and people of Israel, people in Ukraine.

VARINA UMC WORSHIP SCHEDULE:
February 1, 2026
Worship Service at 9:00 a.m.
Holy Communion Sunday
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If you are unable to join us for in-person worship, please worship with
;f . NLl NE us online as our worship services are live-streamed on the Laurens

" “WORSHIP United Methodist Church Facebook page @ 10:30 a.m. every Sunday.
SERVICE Worship services are also available on our website at
‘ www.laurensumc.org. Just click on “Sermons/Devotions.”

by 9 A .M. Friday morning. Any items for our weekly church
| newsletter need to be submitted by 9 a.m. on Monday

|
\NeWS'eﬁerl mornings. Thank you for your cooperation.
-

I A | Any items for our Sunday bulletin need to be submitted to the
church office @ (712) 841-4476 or methodist@laurensumc.org
o

If you or a loved one is ready to be removed from or need
added to our prayer list, please call the church office
@ (712) 841-4476.

Contact information:

Rev. Deb Parkison: Pastor’s Cell phone: (712) 350-1036
Pastor’s Email: deb.parkison@iaumc.net

Sue Jarvis, Administrative Assistant: Office (712) 841-4476
Email: methodist@laurensumc.org
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Laurens United Methodist Church

Like us on
Facebook

Varina United Methodist Church



