The Newsletter

The United Methodist
Churches

of
Laurens & YVarina,

Towa

For the week of January 4, 2026

Upcoming
Events & Meetings

January 10:
Fellowship Hall has been reserved for
Addison Tate's baby shower.

January 4 through February 15:
Pastor Paul will be in the Pulpit

January 21:
Christian Education Meeting @ 7:00 PM
in the Wesley Room

January 24:
UMM Meeting at 8:00 AM in Fellowship
Hall.

January 25:
Sunday School Christmas Program
during worship @ 10:30 AM.

In case of emergency, please call
Pastor Paul @ 712-490-9693.
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May you trust in God's perfect
plan and timing this new year,
knowing that He is working all
things together for your good.

THINKABOUTSUCHTHINGS.COM

JANUARY <‘“ M MEETINGS

Administrative Council

Varina: January 18 after worship @ ~ 10:00 AM

Laurens: January 18 after worship @ ~ 11:30 AM



Worship L eaders
Usher Schedule:

January 11: Jean Murray, and Angie & Aaron Christenson
January 18: Virginia & Richard Garner, and Jason Gustafson

January 25: Kelly Tate, Hunter & Jennifer Valentine

February 1: Frank Bringleson, Doc Van Genderen, Terry Spanier

If you are unable to
usher, please find a
replacement and let
the church office know.

Liturgist Schedule:

January 4 & 11: Thaine Hopkins
January 18 & 25: Michelle Rubel

February 1 & 8: Angie Christenson

Acolyte Schedule:

January 11: Jayden Olson
January 18: Matt Rubel
January 25: McKenna Egertsen
February 1: Jacob Sobotka

HUMAN RELATIONS DAY JRRI1 AN

Restoring beloved community. Available

2025 Giving Statements will be available
Sunday January 11 in the Narthex. After
Sunday, giving statements will be mailed.

January 18, 2026
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Laurens United Methodist Church

201 W Main St, Laurens, IA

Registered at Armazon

Thank you to everyone who donated fo the Laurens-Marathon School Christmas Tree. We
collected 33 items consisting of a sweatshirt, sweatpants, hats, gloves, mittens, socks and a
scarf. The kids will keep warm. Thank you everyone who donated.

~ The Festival of Trees Committee

Thank-you from our Christmas families.

Thank you from the bottom of my heart. Because of you my daughter will have a wonderful
Christmas. God Bless You! Merry Christmas

Thank you very much for helping our family. We appreciate everything. Merry Christmas: :)



2026-2029 LAURENS UMC OFFICERS

Terms run through the end of the 2029 year listed behind the officer’s name

Administrative Council:

Kelly Tate, Chairman

Dwight Van Genderen, Vice-President

Kennedy Heater, Treasurer

Julie Potter, Financial Secretary

Bonnie Finnestad, Assistant Financial Secretary
Pending, Recording Secretary

Monty Potter and Brad Rubel, Co-Presidents of UMM
Sarah Winkler and Wendy Hopkins, Presidents of UMW

Brad Rubel, Board of Trustees Chr.

Connie Dallenbach, Worship Chr.

Michelle Rubel, Christian Ed Chr.

Deb Spanier, Sunday School Superintendent

Angela Christenson, Laurens Area Youth Group Director

Kaye Van Genderen, Memorials Chr.
Pending, SPRC Chr.
Deb Hertz, Mission Chr.

Board of Trustees:
Brad Rubel, Chr.
Julie Potter

Don Hertz
Jason Gustafson
John Sobotka

Staff/Parish Relations Committee:
Pending, Chr.

Monty Potter

Jackie Stelter

Angie Christenson

Laurie Horner

Connie Taylor

Anne Mohr

Dan Keen, Varina Lay Leader

Michelle Rubel, Laurens Lay Leader

Christian Education Committee:
Michelle Rubel, Chr.

Deb Spanier, Superintendent

Richard Garner

Sarah Hertz

Connie Dallenbach

Hannah Zylstra

Kelly Tate

Finance Committee:
Kennedy Heater, Treasurer & Chr
Julie Potter, Financial Secretary

Bonnie Finnestad, Assistant Financial Security
Lyle Wallin
Pastor

Financial Stewards:
Michelle Rubel

Jean Murray

Kaye Van Genderen

Sarah Winkler

Kelly Tate

Endowment Fund:
Dwight Van Genderen
Kennedy Heater
Amanda Gustafson

Kaye Van Genderen
Brad Rubel

Pastor



Audit:

Jo Braunschweig
Sarah Winkler

Worship Committee:

Connie Dallenbach, Chr.
Jean Murray

Barb Ryon

Sarah Hertz

Kaye Van Genderen

Deb Spanier

Terry Spanier

Audio-Visual Committee:

Pastor

Brad Rubel
Don Hertz
Clayton Rubel

Libra standing committee):

Connie Dallenbach
Jennifer Valentine
Deb Hertz

Missions Committee:

Deb Hertz, Chr.
Sue Bringleson
Jennifer Valentine

Memorial Committee:

Kaye Van Genderen, Chr.
Jean Murray

Dorothy Long

Patricia Frantz

Tricia Willeford

Nominations & Leadership
Committee:

Patricia Frantz

Angie Christenson

Ann Beneke

Pastor

Lay Member to Annual Conference:
Sharon Meier and Michelle Rubel

Church Historian:
Connie Dallenbach

Membership & Church Record Keeper: Jean Murray

Accompanist/Organists: Connie Dallenbach, Barb Ryon, Kaye Van Genderen, & Sarah Hertz
Choir Director: Kaye Van Genderen

Sound & Video Technicians: Don Hertz, Brad Rubel and Clayton Rubel

Flower Steward: Grace Hertz

Communion Stewards: Kaye Van Genderen and Pending

Head Usher: Terry Spanier

Acolyte Chairperson: Deb Spanier




THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF VARINA
Officers serving for 2026-2029 as nominated by the Church Nominating Committee

ADMINSTRATIVE BOARD:

CHAIRPERSON

VICE-CHAIR

LAY LEADER

DELEGATE TO ANNUAL CONFERENCE
SECRETARY TO ADMINSTRATIVE COUNCIL
TREASURER

FINANCIAL SECRETARY

CHAIR OF FINANCE COMMITTEE

CHAIR OF TRUSTEES (TBD)

CHAIR OF PASTOR/PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE
CHAIR OF WORSHIP

CHAIR OF OUTREACH/MISSIONS/IN-GATHERING
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY

PRESIDENT OF UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
SECRETARY OF CAMPING

COORDINATOR OF COMMUNICATION

CHURCH HISTORIAN

MEMBERS AT LARGE

STANDING COMMITTEES:

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

CHAIR

CHAIR OF ADMINSTRATIVE COUNCIL
REPRESENTATIVE OF TRUSTEES
CHAIR OF WORSHIP

LAY LEADER

FINANCIAL SECRETARY

CHURCH TREASURER

CHAIR OF PASTOR/PARISH RELATIONS
PASTOR

COMMITTEE ON PASTOR/PARISH RELATIONS:

Pending, CHAIR

Angie Christenson
Monty Potter

Jackie Stelter

Laurie Hornor

Connie Taylor

Anne Mohr

LAY LEADER—VARINA
LAY MEMBER—LAURENS

Kyle Hornor

Mike Jensen

Dan Keen

Marcia Brighton-Brebner
Evelyn Keen/Harriet Boothby
Shelly Jensen

Dan Keen

Shelly Jensen

Dick Farrell

Pending

Evelyn Keen/Connie Taylor
Eldona Hornor/Evelyn Keen
Evelyn Keen

Evelyn Keen

Laurie Hornor/Evelyn Keen
Harriet Boothby

Laurie Hornor

Shelley Jensen

Kyle Hornor

Dick Farrell

Evelyn Keen/Connie Taylor
Dan Keen

Dan Keen

Shelly Jensen

Pending

Pastor Deb Parkison

Dan Keen
Michelle Rubel



TRUSTEES:
Dick Farrell, Chr.
Kyle Hornor
Kerri Wenck
Scott Schumann
Mike Jensen
Kelli Kraft
Gary Mohr

COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS & PERSONNEL.:

Pastor, CHAIR

Dan Keen, LAY LEADER
Evelyn Keen

Laurie Horner

Jo Erie

AUDITING COMMITTEE:
Eldona Hornor
Harriet Boothby
Duane Hornor

MEMORIAL / COFFEE FUND: Marie Breon & Dan Keen

COMMUNION STEWARD: Connie Taylor

USHERS:
Kent Bodholdt/Dick Farrell

Mike Jensen/Scott Schumann

Dan Keen/Kyle Hornor

EDUCATION: Evelyn & Dan Keen

Christmas Cleanup at Varina
Date: January 11

Time: Following Worship

Potluck to follow cleanup!

Everyone is welcome




lsaurgns UMC

201 W. Main, Laurens, lowa 50554

Stewardship, Prager Requests
& Worship dchedule

Stewardship for January 2026:

Weekly Year-to-date Special

Total Receipts for 2025:

$ 175,861.07 $17,478.65

Total Receipts for 2026 $ $

Total Receipts received for January 4: $ 3,736.00 $ 3,736.00 $ 75.46
Dec Qtrs.

Total Receipts received for January 11:

Total Receipts received for January 18:

Total Receipts received for January 25: $ $ $

Projected Budget Needs 2026: $ 3,979.66 $210,922.00

Attendance for January 4: Sunday School: 20
Attendance for January 11: Sunday School:
Attendance for January 18: Sunday School:
Attendance for January 25: Sunday School:

P
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Worship Service: 32
Worship Service:
Worship Service:
Worship Service:

\ / Pat Boughey, Richard Garner, Linda Olson, Sharon Meier, Jay
/ Lockwood, Amy Gustafson, Karen Johnson, Dale and Barb Ryon, Terry
Spanier, April Dalby, Edward Schmidt, Kay Schrecengost, local people in

need, The United Methodist Church, nursing home residents, our church,
victims of all natural disasters, those battling illness, our men & women
of the armed forces, our world, and people in Ukraine, and people of

Israel.

LAURENS UMC WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sunday, January 11, 2025:
Youth Sunday School @ 9:15 AM / Adult Sunday School @ 9:30 AM
Worship @ 10:30 AM

Liturgist: Thaine Hopkins
Accompanist: Kaye Van Genderen
Young Disciple: Kelly Tate
Ushers: Michelle Rubel, Angie & Aaron Christenson
Acolyte(s): Jayden Olson



Varina UMC
Stewardship, Prager Requests
& Worship dchedule

321 Main, Varina, lowa 50593

Stewardship for January 2026:

Weekly Monthly Special
Total Receipts for 2026:
Total Receipts received for January 4: $ 1,000.00 $ 1,000.00 $
Total Receipts received for January 11: $ $ $
Total Receipts received for January 18: $ $ $
Total Receipts received for January 25: $ $ $
Projected Budget Needs for 2026: $ 633.15

Attendance for January 4: Worship Service: 25
Attendance for January 11: Worship Service:
Attendance for January 18: Worship Service:
Attendance for January 25: Worship Service:

Marie Breon, Mary Halstead, Gary Mohr, Jeanie Myrtue, Sharon Meier, Jay
Lockwood, Karolyn Snedeker, Norm Kinkade, Pam Mooney, Mary Baskerville,
Harold Schofield, Milton Voss, Gary and Carol Siepker, Darwin Huseman,
Walt Collins, Julia Collins, The United Methodist Church, our nation,
victims of all natural disasters, victims of violence, our men & women of
the armed forces, our world, and people of Israel, people in Ukraine.

VARINA UMC WORSHIP SCHEDULE:
January 11, 2025
Worship Service at 9:00 a.m.
Potluck
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If you are unable to join us for in-person worship, please worship with
;f . NLl NE us online as our worship services are live-streamed on the Laurens

" “WORSHIP United Methodist Church Facebook page @ 10:30 a.m. every Sunday.
SERVICE Worship services are also available on our website at
‘ www.laurensumc.org. Just click on “Sermons/Devotions.”

by 9 A .M. Friday morning. Any items for our weekly church
| newsletter need to be submitted by 9 a.m. on Monday

|
\NeWS'eﬁerl mornings. Thank you for your cooperation.
-

I A | Any items for our Sunday bulletin need to be submitted to the
church office @ (712) 841-4476 or methodist@laurensumc.org
o

If you or a loved one is ready to be removed from or need
added to our prayer list, please call the church office
@ (712) 841-4476.

Contact information:

Rev. Deb Parkison: Pastor’s Cell phone: (712) 350-1036
Pastor’s Email: deb.parkison@iaumc.net

Sue Jarvis, Administrative Assistant: Office (712) 841-4476
Email: methodist@laurensumc.org
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Laurens United Methodist Church

Like us on
Facebook

Varina United Methodist Church



