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Poinsettias given in loving memory of: 

 

Poinsettias given in Honor of . .   

. . . Kay Schrecengost given by Jennifer, Darren, 
Justin, and Hunter Valentine. (Purple Poinsettia) 

 Week 2 
 

. . . Donald G. Beneke given by Ann and Mary Beneke. 
 
. . . Donald A. Beneke given by  Ann and Mary Beneke. 
 
. . . Mardell O. Beneke given by Ann and Mary Beneke. 
 
. . . Sharon Garner given by Richard and Virginia Garner. 
 
. . . Everett and Gertrude Schaeffer given by the family of Pastor Deb and Sharon Meier  
 
. . . Clarence and Barbara Parkison given by the family of Pastor Deb Parkison and  
      Sharon Meier  
 
. . . Lorenz and Annabelle Meier given by the family of Pastor Deb Parkison and  
      Sharon Meier  
 
. . . Frank Schrecengost from Jennifer, Darren, Justin, and Hunter Valentine.  
      (Purple Poinsettia)                     
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Usher Schedule: 
 
January 4:  Clayton Rubel, Monty Potter, and Jerry Sobotka 
 
January 11:  Jean Murray, and Angie & Aaron Christenson 
 
January 18:  Virginia & Richard Garner, and Jason Gustafson 
 
January 25:  Kelly Tate, Hunter & Jennifer Valentine 
         

  

 
 
 
Liturgist Schedule: 

        
            January 4 & 11:  Thaine Hopkins 
 
            January 18 & 25:  Michelle Rubel 
 
  

  

 

 

 If you are unable to      
usher, please find a      
replacement and let 
the church office know. 

Holy Communion 
     October 5 

 

       Acolyte Schedule: 

January 4:  Adeline Molina 

January 11:  Jayden Olson 

January 25:  McKenna Egertsen 

 

 

Worship Leaders 

 

 

          Boughey Addresses: 
 

Ken Boughey     Younker Rehabilitation Center 

Accura Health Care   Iowa Lutheran Hospital 

1912 Zenith Ave. Room 124B  Attn: Pat Boughey, Room 405 

Spirit Lake, IA 51360   700 E. University Avenue 

       Des Moines, IA 50316 

 
 

 

    
 



Twinkling Stars 

Singing the nursery- rhyme Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star may lead an inquisitive little one to ask, 

“Can we look for the twinkly star tonight?”  All stars in the sky can appear to twinkle like 

diamonds in the sky, but none has evoked more wonder than the Star of Bethlehem. 

 

Above the World: 

In the Old Testament, the Book of Numbers includes the prophecy of a future “star” in the line 

of Jacob’s descendants.  Advisors to King Herod quoted the prophet Micah, who foretold the 

birth of a ruler to shepherd God’s people. 

 

Magi had knowledge of astronomy and religious beliefs.  Gentiles, including scholarly magi, 

awaited the coming of a king who would do God’s will. 

 

From our planet’s place within the Milky Way galaxy and its countless stars, magi somehow 

noticed the Star of Bethlehem.  They saw the star as a sign and set off, carrying gifts of gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh-gifts fit for a king. 

 

Travelers in the Dark: 

In the second and third Twinkle, Twinkle stanzas, the sun goes down, and a traveler knows the 

way to go only because of the twinkling star’s light.  When the magi got as far as Jerusalem, 

they inquired about where to find the newborn King. 

 

Reigning King Herod’s panic mounted as chief priests and scribes told him that Scripture 

prophesied birth of the Messiah in Bethlehem, a city under Herod’s rule.  Magi took to the road 

again for the last six miles or so of their journey. 

 

Overjoyed when the star guided them right to the doorstep, the magi gave homage to Jesus.  

Warned in a dream not to report to Herod, the magi chose a different route home. 

 

Why Stars Twinkle: 

Stars appear to twinkle when we view them through the varied densities, temperatures, and 

wind in Earth’s atmosphere.  Astronomers today call clear viewing, with minimal twinkling, “good 

seeing.” 

 

Jesus came as a little child.  We celebrate the Epiphany of the Lord, seeing His goodness and 

the shining light of His love that wondrously make us what we are. 

 

 
 
 
 

   

Church Hours for the week of December 28: 
Tuesday, December 30 and Wednesday, December 31:  8:00 AM-1:00 PM 
Closed New Year’s Day 
Friday, January 2:  8:00 AM – 10:00 AM and 12:00 PM-2:00 PM 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                       
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
December 29 and 30: 
Festival of Trees Removal from 1:00 PM 
to 6:00 PM. 
 
January 1: 
Happy New Year!  Church Offices will 
be closed 
 
January 3 and January 10: 
Fellowship Hall has been reserved for 
family events. 
 
January 4 through February 15: 
Pastor Paul will be in the Pulpit 
 
January 4: 
Holy Communion Sunday 
Potluck to follow worship 
 
January 21: 
Christian Education Meeting @ 7:00 PM 
in the Wesley Room 
 
January 25: 
Sunday School Christmas Program 
during worship 
 
 
 
 
 

           

2025 Giving 

The end of the year cut-off date at the bank 
is Wednesday, December 31 at 3:00 p.m. 

Please have your end of the year giving to 
the church, or dropped off to me at our 
house (as some of you do,) no later than 
noon on Monday, December 29th. 

Announcements 

. . .  Thank you to those individuals and families for providing 

poinsettias for Advent.  Please take those home at your 

convenience. 

 

. . .  Thank you to all who made donations to the Laurens-

Marathon School Tree.  Your donations are greatly 

appreciated. 

 

. . .  Thank you to those who made donations to the UMC 

Angel Tree.  Your donations help with our church activities. 

 

   Varina Community Coffee  
is cancelled until further 
 notice due to our winter 

 weather extremes. 
 

       
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
Church Financial Condition 

 
The Bible encourages us in Hebrews 13:16, “Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have.” 
As we enter the winter season, our church is once again facing a cash shortage. Giving this year has 
remained consistent with last year, but due to recent weather conditions, our typical weekly offerings 
have not come in as expected. At the same time, our expenses for this period have exceeded $5,000. 
 
If current trends continue, we anticipate a cash shortfall in the coming weeks and throughout the 
winter. We humbly ask you to prayerfully consider how you might support the ongoing ministries and 
mission of our church during this time. 
 
Thank you for your continued faithfulness, generosity, and prayers. 
 
Financial Chair  
Kennedy Heater 
 

Laurens Comunity Food Pantry January Hours 

 
  

11 AM- 
1 PM 

4-6 PM 

4-6 PM 

4-6 PM 

4-6 PM 

 

January-February 

Are available in the Narthex 

and the Church Library 

 



 



 
 
  

 

 
Stewardship for December 2025: 

 
                                                                Weekly            Year-to-date        Special  

  
Total Receipts for 2025          $ 138,536.28        $12,781.81 
  
Total Receipts received for December   7:      WORSHIP CANCELLED DUE TO WEATHER 
             
Total Receipts received for December 14:      $ 8,303.29     $ 146,839.57 $ 3,446.84 
              Food Pantry 
              Caring Lunch 
              Nov. Qtrs. 
 

Total Receipts received for December 21:      $ 8,837.50     $ 155,677.07 $ 1,250.00 
              Food Pantry   
  
Total Receipts received for December 24:     $ 2,184.00     $ 157,861.07        $ 
 
Total Receipts received for December 28:      WORSHIP CANCELLED DUE TO WEATHER 

                  
Projected Budget Needs 2025:                 $ 3,979.46           $ 206,931.70             

  
Attendance for December   7:   Sunday School: --  Worship Service: -- 
Attendance for December 14:   Sunday School: 27  Worship Service: 47  
Attendance for December 21:   No Sunday School  Worship Service: 48   
Attendance for December 24:   4:00 PM Worship: 66  11:00 PM Worship Service: 31  
Attendance for December 28:   No Sunday School  Worship Service: -- 

  
Pat Boughey, Richard Garner, Linda Olson, Sharon Meier, Jay 
Lockwood, Amy Gustafson, Karen Johnson, Dale and Barb Ryon, Terry 
Spanier, April Dalby, Edward Schmidt, Kay Schrecengost, local people in 
need, The United Methodist Church, nursing home residents, our church, 
victims   of all natural disasters, those battling illness, our men & women 
of the armed forces, our world, and people in Ukraine, and people of 
Israel. 

        
          LAURENS UMC WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

  
Sunday, January 4, 2025: 

Youth Sunday School @ 9:15 AM / Adult Sunday School @ 9:30 AM 
Worship @ 10:30 AM 

  
Liturgist:  Thaine Hopkins 

Accompanist:  Connie Dallenbach 
         Ushers:  Clayton Rubel, Monty Potter, and Jerry Sobotka 

Communion Servers: Thaine Hopkins, Richard Garner, Monty Potter, and Pastor Paul 
Acolyte(s): Adeline Molina 

 
  

                               

  

        Laurens UMC 

               Stewardship, Prayer Requests 
              & Worship Schedule 

  

    
201 W. Main, Laurens, Iowa 50554 



  

   

 

Stewardship for December 2025: 

                                                                    Weekly                   Monthly             Special   
 
 
Total Receipts received for December   7:        WORSHIP CANCELLED DUE TO WEATHER    
  

Total Receipts received for December 14:        $  1,220.00  $ 1,220.00  $    
  
Total Receipts received for December 21:        $  1,366.00  $ 2,586.00  $  
 
Total Receipts received for December 24:          UNAVAILABLE AT THIS TIME 
 
 
Total Receipts received for December 28:       WORSHIP CANCELLED DUE TO WEATHER              
   

  

Projected Budget Needs for 2025:             $ 667.79 

 
Attendance for December   7:   Worship Service:  -- 
Attendance for December 14:   Worship Service: 22   
Attendance for December 21:   Worship Service: 26  
Attendance for December 24:   Worship Service: 66 
Attendance for December 28:   Worship Service: -- 

  

   
Mary Halstead, Gary Mohr, Jeanie Myrtue, Sharon Meier, Jay Lockwood, 

Karolyn Snedeker, Norm Kinkade, Pam Mooney, Mary Baskerville, Harold 

Schofield, Milton Voss, Gary and Carol Siepker, Darwin Huseman, Walt 

Collins, Julia Collins, The United Methodist Church, our nation, victims of 

all natural disasters, victims of violence, our men & women of the armed 

forces, our world, and people of Israel, people in Ukraine. 

 

VARINA UMC WORSHIP SCHEDULE: 

January 4, 2025 

Worship Service at 9:00 a.m. 

 
 

       Varina UMC 
 Stewardship, Prayer Requests  

     & Worship Schedule 
321 Main, Varina, Iowa 50593 



  

If you are unable to join us for in-person worship, please worship with 
us online as our worship services are live-streamed on the Laurens    
United Methodist Church Facebook page @ 10:30 a.m. every Sunday.  
Worship services are also available on our website at 
www.laurensumc.org. Just click on “Sermons/Devotions.” 
  

  
  

Any items for our Sunday bulletin need to be submitted to the 
church office @ (712) 841-4476 or methodist@laurensumc.org 
by 9 A.M. Friday morning.  Any items for our weekly church 
newsletter need to be submitted by 9 a.m. on Monday 
mornings. Thank you for your cooperation. 

If you or a loved one is ready to be removed from or   need 
added to our prayer list, please call the church office  

     @ (712) 841-4476. 

Contact information: 
  

                        Rev. Deb Parkison:  Pastor’s Cell phone: (712) 350-1036 

   Pastor’s Email:  deb.parkison@iaumc.net 
  

                     Sue Jarvis, Administrative Assistant:   Office (712) 841-4476 

                    Email:  methodist@laurensumc.org 
  

  www.laurensumc.org 
  

Linda Olson, Laurens UMC Custodian 

              Laurens United Methodist Church 

 

 

               

 

              Varina United Methodist Church 

 

 


