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Upcoming
Events & Meetings

December 6-28: Festival of Trees
open to the public Saturdays & Sundays
from 12:00-6:00 PM.

December 21 and 28:
NO Youth or Adult Sunday School

December 24 Christmas Eve Worship
Services:

Varina: 6:00 PM

Laurens: 4:00 PM and 11:00 PM
Holy Communion during worship

December 28:
Last day to view Festival of Trees

December 29 and 30:
Festival of Trees Removal from 1:00 PM
to 6:00 PM.

January 1:
Happy New Year! Church Offices will
be closed

January 4:
Holy Communion Sunday
Potluck to follow worship

January 25:
Sunday School Christmas Program
during worship

Sing Noel, Christ is born.

Oh, can you see the star that's
blazing bright?

To guide our hearts

to the Way,

the Truth,

the Life.
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God so loved... he gave.

John 3:16
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Worship L eaders
Usher Schedule:

December 28: Bryana & John Gustafson, and Pat Sullivan
January 4: Clayton Rubel, Monty Potter, and Jerry Sobotka

January 11: Jean Murray, and Angie & Aaron Christenson

January 18: Virginia & Richard Garner, and Jason Gustafson

If you are unable to
January 25: Kelly Tate, Hunter & Jennifer Valentine usher, please find a

replacement and let
the church office know.

Liturgist Schedule:
December 21 and 28: Jennifer Valentine
== January 4 & 11: Thaine Hopkins

January 18 & 25: Michelle Rubel

Acolyte Schedule:

December 28: Jacob Sobotka
January 4: Adeline Molina
January 11: Jayden Olson

January 25: McKenna Egertsen

Worship Services in Laurens:
4:00 PM & 11:00 PM
Worship Service in Varina: 6:00 PM



SHrom the Pastor’ s Dest

Dear Friends in Christ,

I can hardly believe that 2025 is almost over and 2026 is just around the corner. As we come into the
new year, I want to share some important news with you and invite you to join me in prayer and
anticipation for the Epiphany season.

According to the Gospel of Mark, after returning from their missionary journey Jesus invited the
disciples to “come away by yourselves to a lonely place, and rest a while,”

Based on this, The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church recognizes that clergy serving
local churches need a time of refreshment which goes beyond the disciplinary requirements for
continuing education and spiritual growth. Occasionally clergy need a time of renewal to be the best
leader.

Renewal Leave is not “empty” or unstructured or task oriented but is an intentional time of
purposeful activity and rest promoting refreshment and renewal. Renewal leave is a time for clergy to
take a respite from the normal exercise of pastoral ministry.

Beginning in January, I will be taking a period of renewal leave—a time set aside for rest, reflection,
and spiritual refreshment. This is a gift that our church offers to help pastors return with renewed
energy, creativity, and vision for ministry.

According to the B.0O.D. a clergy person, who has been in full time ministry for 6 consecutive years is
eligible to put in for "Renewal Leave.” District Superintendents and Bishop and the Cabinet encourage
full time clergy to use this time.

As of 2025 I have been in full time ministry for 20 years, and have never asked to take a renewal
leave, but at this time I feel the need for this leave. I submitted my application to the D.S.; it went
through the Board of Ordained Ministry and then to the Bishop and governing Cabinet for final
permission.

Beginning January 4 through Feb 14, I will be stepping away for a time of renewal. I will preach on
December 28, and return to the pulpit February 15th.

During this time, I will be spending much time in prayer and reflection, I will be doing things that
bring me joy, if there is a good day I will be on horseback, I will be doing some painting, which
although it may seem crazy relaxes me, and spending more time with family. Along with the
relaxation and reflection part, I will be diving into a subject that breaks my heart, that of Racism,
Christian Nationalism and how we have gotten to this place, not only in our country but also in our
church, through our history. I have a big list of books to read on these subjects.

I believe this season will not only be restorative for me personally but will also bless our congregation
as I return with fresh perspective and renewed passion for the work God has called us to do
together.



Never fear, for while I am away, our church will be in excellent hands. Rev. Paul Evans will be
providing pastoral care, leading worship, and guiding the day-to-day ministry of our community.
Pastor Paul, along with the church council and church leaders will make sure things go well while I
am away.

Pastor Paul will NOT be in the church office during the week; HOWEVER, you can reach him on his
cell phone: 712-490-9693. If you are in need of a visit, and / or if you are ill or in the hospital, please
call him. We hope there will not be a need for a funeral, but if there is Pastor Paul will handle that
also. Please let him know what you need.

One of the great things about our connectionism, and one of the ways that our apportionments come
back to our local churches is through this. Pastor Paul will be paid for this six weeks through the Iowa
Annual Conference. Neither church will have to pay any extra for Paul to cover for me.

I am deeply grateful for your support, prayers, and understanding as I take this time apart. My hope
is that this will also be a season of renewal for our whole congregation—a time to lean into God'’s
presence, discover new gifts among us, and continue to grow in faith and love.

Please keep me in your prayers, as I will be keeping you in mine. I look forward to returning on
February 15, just in time for the Lenten season, to share with you the ways God has been at work
during this time.

With gratitude and love,
Blessing to each and every one of you,
Pastor Deb Parkison

Boughey Addresses:
Ken Boughey Younker Rehabilitation Center
Accura Health Care Towa Lutheran Hospital
1912 Zenith Ave. Room 124B Attn: Pat Boughey, Room 405
Spirit Lake, IA 51360 700 E. University Avenue

Des Moines, IA 50316

Community State Bank would like to express
its deep thanks to the Laurens United

Dear UMW ladies-

| would like to thank the UMW for the

generous gift I received! Your Methodist Church and its congregation for the
thoughtfulness is greatly donation of toys for our annual Toys for Tots
appreciated! campaign. We could not have made this a

success without you. Thank you!

Merry Christmas, Julie Potter Pat Sullivan




Announcements

UMC Angel Tree

During the Festival of Trees, there will be
an “Angel Tree” in Fellowship Hall. We
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©— are looking for “"Angels” who will donate
cleaning supplies to the church. There are
. . ornaments with supply needs for the
Varina Community Coffee church on the tree. If you would like to
is cancelled until further donate a supply item, please take an

. . ornament with the supply that you will
notice due to our winter bring back to the Christmas Tree and put
weather extremes. the ornament on the supply item under
the tree. Some supply examples are: Mr.
Clean or Lysol, hand soap or hand soap
refills, toilet paper, paper towels, L/XL

plastic gloves, Folgers coffee, Paper

plates, white flour sack dish towels and
L-M School Community Tree Glad Press n Seal.

Donations:

Items needed this year: boots,
insulated gloves, sweat or yoga
pants, socks, and underwear.
All sizes are welcome.
Thank You!!

2025 Giving

The end of the year cut-off date at the bank
is Wednesday, December 31 at 3:00 p.m.
Please have your end of the year giving to
the church, or dropped off to me at our
house (as some of you do,) no later than
noon on Monday, December 29th.




Announcements

Church Financial Condition

The Bible encourages us in Hebrews 13:16, “Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have.”
As we enter the winter season, our church is once again facing a cash shortage. Giving this year has

remained consistent with last year, but due to recent weather conditions, our typical weekly offerings
have not come in as expected. At the same time, our expenses for this period have exceeded $5,000.

If current trends continue, we anticipate a cash shortfall in the coming weeks and throughout the
winter. We humbly ask you to prayerfully consider how you might support the ongoing ministries and
mission of our church during this time.

Thank you for your continued faithfulness, generosity, and prayers.

Financial Chair
Kennedy Heater

Last day to enjoy
the Festival of Trees
is Sunday,
December 28
from12:00-6:00 PM.

In loving memory of Donald 6. Beneke

In Honor of Kay Schrecengost . . .
from Ann and Mary Beneke.

from Jennifer, Darren, Justin,
and Hunter Valentine. (Purple
Poinsettia)

In loving memory of Donald A. Beneke . . ..
from Ann and Mary Beneke.

In loving memory of Mardell O. Beneke . . .. A
from Ann and Mary Beneke.

In loving memory of Frank Schrecengost . ... (g@%;}lf%/

from Jennifer, Darren, Justin,
and Hunter Valentine. (Purple
Poinsettia)
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Announcements

January Noisy Offering
will be donated to

Laurens Community Food Pantry

HELP This is a busy fime of the year with lots of activities
CONSERVE ° in the church. Please make sure all lights (inside and
ENERGY... a out) are turned off and the copy machine is shut down
TURN OFF

I\T\;ﬁgﬁs - to help conserve energy. Check to make sure all doors
LEAVING are locked. Thank you!




Laurens Administrative Council Minutes
December 21, 2025

Present: Pastor Deb, Kelly Tate, Kennedy Heater, Deb and Terry Spanier, Angie Christenson, Connie
Dallenbach, Brad and Michelle Rubel, Amanda Gustafson, Ann Beneke, and Sue Jarvis.

Pastor Deb opened with a prayer. Kelly called the meeting to order. The November minutes were reviewed.
Amanda made a motion to approve the minutes. Michelle seconded the motion. The minutes were approved.

Trustees: No report

SPPRC:
Pastor Paul has been approved by the Conference to cover the pulpit when Pastor Deb is on “Renewal Leave.”
The Conference will pay Pastor Paul’s for the entire six weeks.

Missions:
The FOT Beef Burger meal was not well attended this year. All Christmas Families were quickly adopted. Gifts
were collected at the church and distributed during our ‘snow break.”

Worship:
The accompanist for the next three months is completed. Next year’s liturgist schedule was published in the
last newsletter.

Christian Education:
The Christmas Program has been rescheduled for January 25 during worship service. Kelly used the noisy
offering from October and November to purchase Toys for Tots which Pat Sullivan delivered.

Laurens Youth Group:
A donation was given to the Laurens Fire Department for use of their facilities during Trunk and Treat at
Halloween.

Memorials: No Report

UMW:
The UMW are on winter break until April 2026.

UMM:
Next meeting is January 24 at 8:00 AM. Christmas sacks for Sunday School kids were be filled.

Endowment:

The Siddall Endowment as of November 30th is $225,223.49. The Community Bank checking account as of
November 24" is $4,387.23. Kennedy Heater will be the second signatory on the endowment account.
Communications:

Stat Reports are due February 3. Pastor will complete the report before going on leave.

Church Use:

December has been a very busy month with a lot of activities. We need to be mindful of turning off the copy
machine, lights and locking doors.



Administrative Council Minutes Continued ....

There was a lot of discussion on use of the church. Any event that is scheduled at the church should call the
church office to check the availability of the church. A contact person and their phone number should be
given to the office. Clean up is the responsibility of the party who is using the church. A list of rules and fees
for church use is on the east bulletin board as you enter the church. If there are further questions, please
contact the church office.

Fellowship Hall is reserved for January 3 from 9-5 for a family Christmas and January 10 for a baby shower.

Record Democrat:

The Record Democrat sent out an email. Beginning January 1, 2026, any church that would like to be
included in the church news must now pay a fee of $10 weekly. Church news has been submitted weekly for
many years without charge. Brad made a motion to discontinue our church news in the Record Democrat.
Angie seconded. Motion passed.

Calendar of Events:
Last day to view Festival of Trees is December 28 from 12-6 PM. Tree removal is Monday, December 29 and
Tuesday, December 30 from 1-6 PM. January 1 is New Year's Day. Church offices will be closed.

Open Positions:
SPPRC chairman is needed and a recording secretary needed. If interested, please contact Pastor Deb or the
church office.

Next Administrative Council Meeting will be January 18, 2025 @ 11:30 AM in the Wesley Room.

Pastor’s Report:
Pre-Christmas Services at the Laurens Care Center have been cancelled due to sickness. Pastor Paul is ready

to cover for Pastor Deb. Ugly sweater Sunday will be December during worship service .
Old Business: None

New Business:
Church website is 80% updated. Check it out!!

Treasurer & Finance:
Statement of Activity was submitted. Offering has been down. The weather has not been kind. Property
Insurance is due on January 1. Insurance has increased again for the coming year.

Brad made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Michelle seconded the motion. Meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully Submitted,

Sue Jarvis
Administrative Assistant



lsauregns UMC
Stewardship, Prager Requests
& Worship dchedule

201 W. Main, Laurens, lowa 50554

Stewardship for December 2025:

Weekly Year-to-date Special
Total Receipts for 2025 $ 138,536.28 $12,781.81
Total Receipts received for December 7:  WORSHIP CANCELLED DUE TO WEATHER
Total Receipts received for December 14:  $ 8,303.29 $ 146,839.57 $ 3,446.84
Food Pantry
Caring Lunch
Nov. Qtrs.
Total Receipts received for December 21:  $ 8,837.50 $ 155,677.07 $1,250.00
Food Pantry
Total Receipts received for December 24:  § $ $
Total Receipts received for December 28:  § $ $
Projected Budget Needs 2025: $ 3,979.46 $206,931.70
Attendance for December 7: Sunday School: -- Worship Service: --
Attendance for December 14: Sunday School: 27 Worship Service: 47
Attendance for December 21: No Sunday School Worship Service: 48
Attendance for December 24: 4:00 PM Worship: 11:00 PM Worship Service:
Attendance for December 28: No Sunday School Worship Service:

Pat Boughey, Richard Garner, Linda Olson, Sharon Meier, Jay

4. Lockwood, Amy Gustafson, Karen Johnson, Dale and Barb Ryon, Terry

.~ J  Spanier, April Dalby, Edward Schmidt, Kay Schrecengost, local people in
/ need, The United Methodist Church, nursing home residents, our church,
victims of all natural disasters, those battling illness, our men & women
of thT armed forces, our world, and people in Ukraine, and people of
Israel.

A

Request )

LAURENS UMC WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sunday, December 24, 2025:
Christmas Eve Services
Worship @ 4:00 & 11:00 PM

Liturgist: Jean Murray @ 4:00 PM
Accompanist: Connie Dallenbach
Ushers: Sharon Meier, Deb Spanier, Hunter Valentine
Communion Servers: Angie Christenson, Jean Murray, Jennifer Valentine, Bob Dallenbach
Acolyte(s): Volunteer(s)




Varina UMC
Stewardship, Prager Requests
& Worship dchedule

321 Main, Varina, lowa 50593

Stewardship for December 2025:

Weekly Monthly Special

Total Receipts received for December 7: WORSHIP CANCELLED DUE TO WEATHER

Total Receipts received for December 14: $ 1,220.00 $1,220.00 $
Total Receipts received for December 21: $ 1,366.00 $2,586.00 $
Total Receipts received for December 24: $ $ $
Total Receipts received for December 28: $ $ $
Projected Budget Needs for 2025: $ 667.79

Attendance for December 7: Worship Service: --
Attendance for December 14: Worship Service: 22
Attendance for December 21: Worship Service: 26
Attendance for December 28: Worship Service:

Gary Mohr, Jeanie Myrtue, Sharon Meier, Jay Lockwood, Karolyn Snedeker,
Norm Kinkade, Pam Mooney, Mary Baskerville, Harold Schofield, Milton
Voss, Gary and Carol Siepker, Darwin Huseman, Walt Collins, Julia
Collins, The United Methodist Church, our nation, victims of all natural
disasters, victims of violence, our men & women of the armed forces, our
world, and people of Israel, people in Ukraine.

VARINA UMC WORSHIP SCHEDULE:
December 24, 2025
Christmas Eve Service
Worship Service at 6:00 p.m.
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If you are unable to join us for in-person worship, please worship with
;f . NLl NE us online as our worship services are live-streamed on the Laurens

" “WORSHIP United Methodist Church Facebook page @ 10:30 a.m. every Sunday.
SERVICE Worship services are also available on our website at
‘ www.laurensumc.org. Just click on “Sermons/Devotions.”

by 9 A .M. Friday morning. Any items for our weekly church
| newsletter need to be submitted by 9 a.m. on Monday

|
\NeWS'eﬁerl mornings. Thank you for your cooperation.
-

I A | Any items for our Sunday bulletin need to be submitted to the
church office @ (712) 841-4476 or methodist@laurensumc.org
o

If you or a loved one is ready to be removed from or need
added to our prayer list, please call the church office
@ (712) 841-4476.

Contact information:

Rev. Deb Parkison: Pastor’s Cell phone: (712) 350-1036
Pastor’s Email: deb.parkison@iaumc.net

Sue Jarvis, Administrative Assistant: Office (712) 841-4476
Email: methodist@laurensumc.org
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Laurens United Methodist Church

Like us on
Facebook

Varina United Methodist Church



