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Upcoming
Events & Meetings

December 6-28: Festival of Trees
open to the public Saturdays & Sundays
from 12:00-6:00 PM.

December 9: Hugo Kringle in
Fellowship Hall @ 6:30 PM. "Santa's +
Little Brother” I heard the bells on Christmas day
December 12: Laurens Women Club their old familiar carols play.,
Christmas Program and Luncheon @ And wild and sweet
11:30 AM in Fellowship Hall. the words repeat
December 13: Beef Burger Meal in ofipeace cnecarthy
Fellowship Hall from 11:00 AM-1:00 PM. goodwill to men.

December 14: Blue Christmas Service
and Holy Communion Sunday

December 21 and 28:
NO Youth or Adult Sunday School RE Advent We
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December 24 Christmas Eve Worship
Services:
Varina: 6:00 PM This man shall be the peace.
Laurens: 4:00 PM and 11:00 PM R

WEATHER RELATED CHANGES AND CANCELLATIONS:
The UMM will not meet in December. January meeting will be announced at a later date.
Potluck for the month of December is cancelled.

Sunday School Christmas Program is rescheduled for January 25.




Worship L eaders
Usher Schedule:

December 14: Jr. and Sr. High Youth
December 21: Greg Hertz, Brad Rubel, and John Sobotka

December 28: Bryana & John Gustafson, and Pat Sullivan

January 4: Clayton Rubel, Monty Potter, and Jerry Sobotka

If you are unable to

January 11: Jean Murray, and Angie & Aaron Christenson usher, please find a
replacement and let

the church office know.

I > Liturgist Schedule:

~ Liturgists

-

“ December 7 and 14: Angie Christenson
e December 21 and 28: Jennifer Valentine

January 4 & 11: Thaine Hopkins

Acolyte Schedule:

December 7: Jayden Olson
December 14: Matt Rubel

A ]l ‘[IZ December 30: McKenna Egertsen
CO TQ] es January 4: Adeline Molina

Christmas Poinsettias

Anyone who would like to provide a poinsettia(s) for the Sanctuary
during Advent Season may purchase your plant anywhere. Place the
poinsettia in the Sanctuary no earlier than December 14 and please
take your poinsettia(s) home on or before December 28. If you
would like your poinsettia to be “in memory of” or “in honor of”
someone, please email your information to Sue at the church office
at methodist@laurensumc.org or by phone 712-841-4476.
Remember to put your name on your plant(s).

Thank you in advance!



mailto:methodist@laurensumc.org

Fwom the Pustor’ s Desk

*l : SIX FULLY-SCRIPTED WORSHIP SERVICES FOR
i 5 ADVENT/CHRISTMAS

X Tl & X

: BASED ON THE ADVENT STUDY

¢ OINIFIEEINERWIZASYESTE )

ETHLEHEM

See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way before you.’— Luke 7:27b NRSVUE

We are so often focused on the destination in our travels. “Where are you going?” is the most
common question upon hearing that someone is heading out of town. While the destination is
perhaps the impetus for deciding to “go,” it is often the journey itself that offers the most
memorable moments—frustrating or delightful. This Advent season, we will pay attention not
just to the destination of Christmas, but also to the places where events occurred that led to a
starry night on which a child was born who would change the world. And we will ponder our
own milestones—the progress and the potholes “on the way.”

Rome: A Place of Longing (Hope) with Blue Christmas Service
Jerusalem: A Place of Waiting (Peace)
Nazareth: A Place of Simplicity (Joy)
Bethlehem: A Place of Humility (Love)
The Manger: A Place of Care

A worship series by Marcia McFee, Worship Design Studio,
inspired by the book On the Way to Bethlehem: An Advent Study
by Rob Fuquay

Please join us this Advent Season as we Travel to Bethlehem
Pastor Deb



Announcements

L-M School Community Tree
Donations:

Items needed this year: boots,
insulated gloves, sweat or yoga
pants, socks, and underwear.
All sizes are welcome.
Thank You!!
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Thank you to all the generous members who
purchased gifts and groceries for our 3
Christmas Families. These families Christmas
will be a merrier with the gifts. They will be
delivered to Pocahontas Upper Des Moines
on Tuesday.

Thank you, The Mission Committee.

UMC Angel Tree

During the Festival of Trees, there will be
an “Angel Tree” in Fellowship Hall. We
are looking for “"Angels” who will donate
cleaning supplies to the church. There are
ornaments with supply needs for the
church on the tree. If you would like to
donate a supply item, please take an
ornament with the supply that you will
bring back to the Christmas Tree and put

the ornament on the supply item under
the tree. Some supply examples are: Mr.
Clean or Lysol, hand soap or hand soap
refills, toilet paper, paper towels, L/XL
plastic gloves, Folgers coffee, Paper
plates, white flour sack dish towels and

Glad Press n Seal.
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There is NO Varina Community Coffee on
December 24 and 31.

Tuesday, December 9: Community Coffee
from 9:00-11:00 AM.

Everyone is welcome!!

Varina Mary Circle Christmas Party
Date: December 10
Time and Location: 12:30 PM at the church
Details: All women are invited to attend. Please
RSVP BY Monday, December 1 to Jo Erie @

712-299-4025. Gift Exchange is OPTIONAL; bring
a gift if you wish to participate.

Hanging of the Greens

k Holiday Decorating
. Rescheduled to
December 14
Right after worship service

At the Varina UMC.
Everyone is welcome to attend.




Liturgist Schedule
January-December 2026

Jan. 4 & 11 - Thaine Hopkins
Jan. 18 & 25 - Michelle Rubel

Feb. 1 & 8 - Angie Christenson
Feb. 15 & 22 - Monty Potter

Mar. 1 & 8 - Clayton Rubel
Mar. 15 & 22 - Jean Murray
Mar. 29 - Matt Rubel

April 5 & 12 - Kelly Tate
April 19 & 26 - Jennifer Valentine

May 3 & 10 - Hannah Zylstra
May 17 & 24 - Amy Gustafson
May 31 - McKenna Egertsen

June 7 & 14 - Michelle Rubel
June 21 & 28 - Pat Sullivan

July 5 & 12 - Thaine Hopkins
July 19 & 26 - Julie Potter

Aug. 2 & 9 - Richard Garner
Aug. 16 & 23 - Clayton Rubel
Aug. 30 - Jacob Sobotka

Sept. 6 & 13 - Jennifer Valentine
Sept. 20 & 27 - Angie Christenson

Oct. 4 & 11 - Monty Potter
Oct. 18 & 25 - Pat Sullivan

Nov. 1 & 8 - Kelly Tate
Nov. 15 & 22 - Amy Gustafson
Nov. 29 - Addi Molina

Dec. 6 & 13 - Hannah Zylstra
Dec. 20 & 27 - Jean Murray

December
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Administrative Council

Varina: December 17 @ 6:30 PM
Laurens: December 21 @ 11:30 AM

Meetings



Community

December 2025 Congregate IVieals
Laurens Community Center @ 205 Ralston Street
Please Call for a Reservation @ 712-450-0022

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

1 2 3 4 5
Beef and Cheeseburger w./ Shepherd’'s Pie Tuna Melt Spaghett1

Noodles Bun Coleslaw Sandwich French Bread
WWW Bread Relishes Applesauce Peas Green Beans
Carrots Baked Beans Tropical Fruit Fruit
Peaches Pears
8 9 10 11 12
Cranberry Baked Fish Chicken Choww Pork Roast Sloppvy Joe on WW bun

Chicken Breast O’'Brien Potatoes Mein Rice Mashed Potatoes Relishes
California Blend Pea Salad Casserole & Gravy Scalloped Corn
Bread Pears Bread VW Bread Fruit
Apricots Broccoli Canuliflower

Mandarin Apple Crisp
Oranges

15 16 17 18 19
Hot Ham & Cheese Pork Patty & Goulash Hot Beef Creamed Chicken

on bun Pineapple French Bread Mashed Potatoes Ower Biscuits
3 Bean Salad VW Roll Green Beans & Gravy Peas
Hot Apple Slices Beets Tropical Fruit Carrots Fruit

Pears Peaches

22 23 24 25 26
Chili Turkey & Hamburger Stew MERERY NO MEALS
Crackers Dressing Biscuit 1
Cinnamon Roll Casserole Crackers CHRISTMASI
Peach Crisp Gravy Fruit Surprise

California Blend
w cheese

Cranberry Sauce

Pumpkin Pie Bars

NO MEAL TODAY!

29 30 31
Breaded Chicken Scalloped Pulled Pork
Patty on WW bun Potatoes w/ham w/bun
Tomatoes Wheole Wheat Relishes
Hot Apple Slices Bread Potato Salad
Corn Peaches
Wanilla Pudding
w/cherries
Menus are Menus are News &8

available at the
LZ Community
Center of City
Hall

subject to
change when
needed

Information on:
KAYL 101.7 FIVI
KICD 10Z.7 FIVI
Telephone Tree
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ELDERBRIDGE

Tuesday, December 9th

Hear stories of growing up as the brother of the boy who
would become known as Santa. He will lead us in singing

Christmas songs while he plays his dulcimer.

6:30 PM in Fellowship Hall.




Christmas Stories |
with Tessa »
Saturday the 6t & ;
@ 3 pm e, 6CII°ZI?§ 4

The Dulcimer Guy | F!,SI(]V‘ 5
Tuesday the 9th a2
6:30 LN f T]W ;

Candy Cane Lane 4 , < OPEN each
Beef Burger Lunch * Saturday &

Saturday the 13th ,
- 6 in December
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THIRD STREET, LAURENS IOWA

HEART N HOME, WILLIAM & WESLEY, GATHER ON
THIRD, LIZZIEDOODLE, THE PERFECT BLEND, CHICKREN
BACON RANCH & VENDORS



lsaurgns UMC

201 W. Main, Laurens, lowa 50554

, Stewardship, Prager Requests
& Worship dchedule

Stewardship for December 2025:

Total Receipts for 2025
Total Receipts received for December 7:

Total Receipts received for December 14:

Total Receipts received for December 21:
Total Receipts received for December 24:

Total Receipts received for December 28:

Projected Budget Needs 2025:

Attendance for December 7: Sunday School: --
Attendance for December 14: Sunday School:

Attendance for December 21;

Attendance for December 24: 4:00 PM Worship:

Attendance for December 28:

Weekly Year-to-date Special

$ 138,536.28 $12,781.81

WORSHIP CANCELLED DUE TO WEATHER

$ $ $
$ $ $
$ $ $
$ $ $
$ 3,979.46 $206,931.70

Worship Service: --
Worship Service:

Worship Service:

11:00 PM Worship Service:
Worship Service:

Richard Garner, Linda Olson, Sharon Meier, Jay Lockwood, Amy
Gustafson, Wesley Hannan, Karen Johnson, Dale and Barb Ryon, Terry
Spanier, April Dalby, Edward Schmidt, Kay Schrecengost, local people in

P

Request Israel.

A need, The United Methodist Church, nursing home residents, our church,
T victims of all natural disasters, those battling illness, our men & women
/ of the armed forces, our world, and people in Ukraine, and people of

LAURENS UMC WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sunday, December 14, 2025:
Youth Sunday School @ 9:15 AM

Adult Sunday School
Fellowship Coffee @

@ 9:30 AM

10:00 AM

Worship @ 10:30 AM

Liturgist: Angie Christenson
Accompanist: Sarah Hertz
Young Disciples: Kelly Tate
Ushers: Jr & Sr High Youth
Acolyte(s): Matt Rubel



Varina UMC
Stewardship, Prager Requests
& Worship dchedule

321 Main, Varina, lowa 50593

Stewardship for December 2025:

Weekly Monthly Special

Total Receipts received for December 7: WORSHIP CANCELLED DUE TO WEATHER
Total Receipts received for December 14: $ $ $

Total Receipts received for December 21: $ $ $
Total Receipts received for December 24: $ $ $
$ $ $

Total Receipts received for December 28:

Projected Budget Needs for 2025: $ 667.79

Attendance for December 7: Worship Service: --
Attendance for December 14: Worship Service:
Attendance for December 21: Worship Service:
Attendance for December 28: Worship Service:

Gary Mohr, Jeanie Myrtue, Sharon Meier, Jay Lockwood, Karolyn Snedeker,
Norm Kinkade, Pam Mooney, Mary Baskerville, Harold Schofield, Milton
Voss, Gary and Carol Siepker, Darwin Huseman, Walt Collins, Julia
Collins, The United Methodist Church, our nation, victims of all natural
disasters, victims of violence, our men & women of the armed forces, our
world, and people of Israel, people in Ukraine.

VARINA UMC WORSHIP SCHEDULE:
December 14, 2025
Worship Service at 9:00 a.m.
Fellowship Coftee to follow worship service
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If you are unable to join us for in-person worship, please worship with
;f . NLl NE us online as our worship services are live-streamed on the Laurens

" “WORSHIP United Methodist Church Facebook page @ 10:30 a.m. every Sunday.
SERVICE Worship services are also available on our website at
‘ www.laurensumc.org. Just click on “Sermons/Devotions.”

by 9 A .M. Friday morning. Any items for our weekly church
| newsletter need to be submitted by 9 a.m. on Monday

|
\NeWS'eﬁerl mornings. Thank you for your cooperation.
-

I A | Any items for our Sunday bulletin need to be submitted to the
church office @ (712) 841-4476 or methodist@laurensumc.org
o

If you or a loved one is ready to be removed from or need
added to our prayer list, please call the church office
@ (712) 841-4476.

Contact information:

Rev. Deb Parkison: Pastor’s Cell phone: (712) 350-1036
Pastor’s Email: deb.parkison@iaumc.net

Sue Jarvis, Administrative Assistant: Office (712) 841-4476
Email: methodist@laurensumc.org
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Laurens United Methodist Church

Like us on
Facebook

Varina United Methodist Church



