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Upcoming
Events & Meetings

November 30, December 1 and 2:
Festival of Trees Setup (Nov. 30:
3:00-6:00 PM; Dec.1 & 2: 1:00-
6:00 PM.

December 3: Laurens Chamber
Soup Supper in Fellowship Hall from
4:30-7:00 PM. Santa will visit from
5:30-6:30 PM with the bellringers
performing @ 6:30 PM. Free Will
Donation.

December 4: UMW Meeting
@ 2:00 PM in the Wesley Room

December 6-28: Festival of Trees
open to the public Saturdays & Sundays
from 12:00-6:00 PM.

December 9: Hugo Kringle in
Fellowship Hall @ 6:30 PM. "Santd’s
Little Brother”

December 13: UMM Meeting
@ 8:00 AM in Fellowship Hall

December 13: Beef Burger Meal in
Fellowship Hall from 11:00 AM-1:00 PM.

December 14: Sunday School
Christmas Program during worship

+
See the shepherds lift their eyes,
see them dancing on the hills
with hearts on fire,

as our world

is filled with hope.

Christis born.

I will look unto the Lord: I will wait for the God of my salvation:
my God will hear me. Micah 7:7

Advent Week 1




worship Leaders
Usher Schedule:
December 7: Deb Hertz, Randy and Carla Gustafson

December 14: Jr. and Sr. High Youth

December 21: Greg Hertz, Brad Rubel, and John Sobotka

December 28: Bryana & John Gustafson, and Pat Sullivan

If you are unable to
usher, please find a
replacement and let
the church office know.

January 4: Clayton Rubel, Monty Potter, and Jerry Sobotka

Liturgist Schedule:

December 7 and 14: Angie Christenson
December 21 and 28: Jennifer Valentine

January 4 & 11: Thaine Hopkins

Acolyte Schedule:

December 7: Jayden Olson
December 14: Matt Rubel
December 30: McKenna Egertsen
January 4: Adeline Molina

=Communion

There will be potluck at both the Varina and
the Laurens Churches on December 7. In
Laurens, please bring salads and desserts as
lasagna will be served as the main dish.

Holy Communion is moved to
December 14 at both churches.



Fwom the Pustor’ s Desk

*l : SIX FULLY-SCRIPTED WORSHIP SERVICES FOR
i 5 ADVENT/CHRISTMAS

X Tl & X

: BASED ON THE ADVENT STUDY
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ETHLEHEM

See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way before you.’— Luke 7:27b NRSVUE

We are so often focused on the destination in our travels. “Where are you going?” is the most
common question upon hearing that someone is heading out of town. While the destination is
perhaps the impetus for deciding to “go,” it is often the journey itself that offers the most
memorable moments—frustrating or delightful. This Advent season, we will pay attention not
just to the destination of Christmas, but also to the places where events occurred that led to a
starry night on which a child was born who would change the world. And we will ponder our
own milestones—the progress and the potholes “on the way.”

Rome: A Place of Longing (Hope) with Blue Christmas Service
Jerusalem: A Place of Waiting (Peace)
Nazareth: A Place of Simplicity (Joy)
Bethlehem: A Place of Humility (Love)
The Manger: A Place of Care

A worship series by Marcia McFee, Worship Design Studio,
inspired by the book On the Way to Bethlehem: An Advent Study
by Rob Fuquay

Please join us this Advent Season as we Travel to Bethlehem
Pastor Deb



Announcements
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Rescheduled
To
December 7

Christ Family
Gifts have to be
to the church by

Sunday,

December 7.

L-M School Tree Donations:
Items needed: boots, insulated
gloves, sweat or yoga pants,
socks, and underwear.

All sizes are welcome.
Thank You!!

MESSIAH

S,

CONCERT § REHEARSALS
Sunday, Dec. 7 at 7:00 p.m. = Sunday evenings
= starting on Oct. 19
LOCATION from 6:00 p.m.
Sacred Heart Catholic Church to 7:30 p.m. at
Spencer, lowa Sacred Heart
J Catholic Church
CONDUCTOR

Tim Schumacher

UMC Angel Treg

During the Festival of Trees, there will be
an “Angel Tree” in Fellowship Hall. We are
looking for “"Angels” who will donate
cleaning supplies to the church. There are
ornaments with supply needs for the
church on the tree. If you would like to
donate a supply item, please take an
ornament with the supply that you will
bring back to the Christmas Tree and put
the ornament on the supply item under the
tree. Some supply examples are: Mr.
Clean or Lysol, hand soap or hand soap
refills, toilet paper, paper towels, L/ XL
plastic gloves, Folgers coffee, Paper plates,
white flour sack dish towels and Glad

Press n Seal.



Announcements
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There is NO Varina Community Coffee
on November 26, December 24, and
31.

December 3: Community Coffee from
9:00-11:00 AM.

Everyone is welcome!!
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Varina Mary Circle Christmas Party
Date: December 10
Time and Location: 12:30 PM at the church
Details: All women are invited to attend. Please
RSVP BY Monday, December 1 to Jo Erie @

712-299-4025. Gift Exchange is OPTIONAL; bring
a gift if you wish to participate.

WEATHER
INFORMATION

Holiday Decorating *
Rescheduled to -
December 7
Right after worship service

At the Varina UMC.
Everyone is welcome to attend.

In case of inclement weather

Church cancellations will be aired on radio
stations KAYL (101.7 FM Storm Lake) and
KICD (107.7 FM Spencer).

Church cancellations will also be posted on our
face book pages (Laurens and Varina United
Methodist Churches).

It will also be aired on KCAU 9 TV Sioux City
and KCCI Des Moines.



United Methodist Church
Pecember 2025

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY | WEDNESDAY | THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 Brad Tendal 3 4 joanHamis | 5 6
Katie Ives Laurens Chamber
Festival of Trees . Soup Supper from UMW Meetﬁ.ng @ Festival of Trees
setup 1:00-6:00 Festival of Trees 4:30-7:00 PM 2:00 PM in the open 12:00-6:00
PM setup 1:00-6:00 Santa from 5:30-8:30 Wesley Room M
PM PM
Bell Ringers @ 6:30
PM
1 8 9 10 11 12 13
Youth Sunday Jadelyn Jean Murray UMM Meeting (@
School @ 9:15 Richardson Matt Hertz 8:00 AM in
Adult Sunday Fellowship Hall
School @ 9:30 Hugo Kringle @
Fellowship 6:30 PM in Beef Burger Meal
Coffee @ 10:00 Fellowship Hall from 11 AM -1
Worship @ 10:30 PM
Potluck following
worship Festival of Trees
Festival of Trees open 12:00-6:00
open 12:00-6:00 PM
PM
14 15 16 11 18 19 20
Youth Sunday Dawn Hudson Don Kelly Tate Avery Gustafson
School @ 9:15 Chase Oehlertz Aschenbrenner
Adult Sunday Varina Ad Council Festival of Trees
School @ 9:30 Meeting open 12:00-6:00
Fellowship @ 6:30 PM PM
Coffee @ 10:00
Worship @ 10:30
Touth Sunday
School Christmas
Program
Holy Communion
Festival of Trees
open 12:00-6:00
PM
21 22 23 24 25 26 21
NO Sunday Bob Dallenbach EBrenda Harrold Ataya Arends Rick Wittmaack Julie Potter
School Jennifer Spooner Christmas
Fellowship Christmas Eve D Festival of Trees
Coffee @ 10:00 Worship Services: ay open 12:00-8:00
Worship @ 10:30 Laurens UMC: Church Offices | Church Offices PM
Ad Council 4:00 & 11:00 PM Closed Closed
Meeting @ 11:30 Varina UMC:
Festival of Trees 6:00 PM
open 12:00-6:00
PM
28 29 30 31
NO Sunday Diane Wittmaack
School Festival of Trees | Festival of Trees
Fellowship removal 1:00-6:00 | removal 1:00-6:00
Coffee @ 10:00 PM PM

Worship @ 10:30
Festival of Trees
open 12:00-6:00
PM




Community Resources

Heating Assistance

{# LIHEAP

Upper Des Moines Opportunity (UDMO)
Pocahontas County Outreach Center
406 NW 7th Street

Pocahontas, IA 50574

(712) 335-3335

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) is
a federally-funded program designed to assist low-income
families meet the cost of home heating by providing a one-time
payment to the heating utility. The LIHEAP program is a
federally-funded program by the U.S. Department of Health &
Human Services (HHS). Homeowners and renters are eligible,
within the federal poverty guidelines. Applications are accepted
on a first-come, first-serve basis November 1 - April 30 of each
year. Households with a member 60 years of age or older, those
who are disabled, and those in crisis can begin applying October
1st. Visit your local community action outreach office to apply
for this and other programs.

Laurens Community Food Pantry December Hours

*

Decem

A

2025

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5 6
4-6 PM

7 8 9 10 11 12 13
4-6 PM

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
4-6 PM

21 22 23 24 25 26 27
CLOSED

28 29 30 31
11 AM-1 PM




lsaurgns UMC

201 W. Main, Laurens, lowa 50554

Stewardship for November 2025:

Stewardship, Prager Requests
& Worship dchedule

Weekly Year-to-date Special
Total Receipts for 2025 $129,812.70 $9,166.41
Total Receipts received for November 2:  $3,199.29 $133,011.99 $ 45540
Oct. Qtrs.
Pood Pantry
Total Receipts received for November 9:  § 1,008.00 $134,019.99 $ 1,000.00
Memorial
Total Receipts received for November 16:  $ 3,516.29 $137,536.28 $1,750.00
Food Pantry
Total Receipts received for November 23:  $ 1,137.00 $ 138,536.28 $ 410.00
Food Pantry
Total Receipts received for November 30: CANCELLED DUE TO WEATHER
Projected Budget Needs 2025: $ 3,979.46 $206,931.70
Attendance for November 2: Sunday School: 27 Worship Service: 69
Attendance for November 9: Sunday School: 21 Worship Service: 51
Attendance for November 16: Sunday School: 20 Worship Service: 39
Attendance for November 23: Sunday School: 23 Worship Service: 61
Attendance for November 30: Sunday School: -- Worship Service: --

P

Requesr )

battling illness, our men & women of the armed
people in Ukraine, and people of Israel.

Richard Garner, Sylvan Zylstra, Linda Olson, Sharon Meier, Jay
f Lockwood, Amy Gustafson, Wesley Hannan, Karen Johnson, Dale and
/ Barb Ryon, Terry Spanier, April Dalby, Edward Schmidt, Kay

/ Schrecengost, local people in need, The United Methodist Church,
nursing home residents, our church, victims of all natural disasters, those

forces, our world, and

LAURENS UMC WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sunday December 7, 2025:
Youth Sunday School @ 9:15 AM
Adult Sunday School @ 9:30 AM

Fellowship Coffee @ 10:00 AM
Worship @ 10:30 AM

Liturgist: Angie Christenson
Accompanist: Connie Dallenbach
Young Disciples: Jean Murray

Ushers: Deb Hertz, Randy & Carla Gustafson

Acolyte(s): Jayden Olson



Varina UMC
Stewardship, Prager Requests
& Worship dchedule

321 Main, Varina, lowa 50593

Stewardship for November 2025:

Weekly Monthly Special
Total Receipts received for November 2: $ 980.00 $ 980.00 $
Total Receipts received for November 9: $ 389.00 $ 1,369.00 $
Total Receipts received for November 16: $ 357.00 $ 1,726.00 $
Total Receipts received for November 23: $ 561.00 $2,287.00 $
Total Receipts received for November 30: CANCELLED DUE TO WEATHER
Projected Budget Needs for 2025: $ 667.79

Attendance for November 2: Worship Service: 30
Attendance for November 9: Worship Service: 20
Attendance for November 16: Worship Service: 30
Attendance for November 23: Worship Service: 2

Attendance for November 23: Worship Service:

Jeanie Myrtue, The Family of Jimmy Schultz, Sharon Meier, Jay Lockwood,
Karolyn Snedeker, Norm Kinkade, Pam Mooney, Mary Baskerville, Harold
Schofield, Milton Voss, Gary and Carol Siepker, Darwin Huseman, Walt
Collins, Julia Collins, The United Methodist Church, our nation, victims of
all natural disasters, victims of violence, our men & women of the armed
forces, our world, and people of Israel, people in Ukraine.

VARINA UMC WORSHIP SCHEDULE:
December 7, 2025
Worship Service at 9:00 a.m.
Fellowship Coffee to follow worship service
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If you are unable to join us for in-person worship, please worship with
;f . NLl NE us online as our worship services are live-streamed on the Laurens

" “WORSHIP United Methodist Church Facebook page @ 10:30 a.m. every Sunday.
SERVICE Worship services are also available on our website at
‘ www.laurensumc.org. Just click on “Sermons/Devotions.”

by 9 A.M. Friday morning. Any items for our weekly church
| newsletter need to be submitted by 9 a.m. on Monday

|
\NeWS'eﬁerl mornings. Thank you for your cooperation.
-

I A | Any items for our Sunday bulletin need to be submitted to the
church office @ (712) 841-4476 or methodist@laurensumc.org
o

If you or a loved one is ready to be removed from or need
added to our prayer list, please call the church office
@ (712) 841-4476.

Contact information:

Rev. Deb Parkison: Pastor’s Cell phone: (712) 350-1036
Pastor’s Email: deb.parkison@iaumc.net

Sue Jarvis, Administrative Assistant: Office (712) 841-4476
Email: methodist@laurensumc.org

ik
II_=a.eclézsl.f;(r.1)ok

Laurens United Methodist Church

Like us on
Facebook

Varina United Methodist Church



