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November 30:  1st Sunday of Advent 
 
November 30, December 1 and 2: 
Festival of Trees Setup (Nov. 30: 
3:00-6:00 PM; Dec.1 & 2: 1:00- 
6:00 PM. 
 
December 3:  Laurens Chamber 
Soup Supper in Fellowship Hall from 
4:30-7:00 PM.  Santa will visit from 
5:30-6:30 PM with the bellringers 
performing @ 6:30 PM.  Free Will 
Donation. 
 
December 4:  UMW Meeting  
@ 2:00 PM in the Wesley Room 
 
December 6-28:  Festival of Trees 
open to the public Saturdays & Sundays 
from 12:00-6:00 PM. 
 
December 9:  Hugo Kringle in 
Fellowship Hall @ 6:30 PM. “Santa’s 
Little Brother” 
 
December 13:  UMM Meeting  
@ 8:00 AM in Fellowship Hall 
 
December 13:  Beef Burger Meal in 
Fellowship Hall from 11:00 AM-1:00 PM. 
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 Usher Schedule: 
 
November 30:  Angie Sobotka, Julie Potter, and Deb Spanier 
 
December 7:  Deb Hertz, Randy and Carla Gustafson 
 
December 14:  Jr. and Sr. High Youth 
 
December 21:  Greg Hertz, Brad Rubel, and John Sobotka 
 
December 28:  Bryana & John Gustafson, and Pat Sullivan 

         
   

    
 
Liturgist Schedule: 
 

                                                                       November 23 and 30:  Kelly Tate 
 

                                                                       December 7 and 14:  Angie Christenson 
        
             December 21 and 28:  Jennifer Valentine 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 If you are unable to      
usher, please find a      
replacement and let 
the church office know. 

Holy Communion 
     October 5 

 

Acolyte Schedule: 

November 30:  Adeline Molina 
December 7:  Jayden Olson 
December 14:  Matt Rubel 
December 30:  McKenna Egertsen 
 

 

 

Worship Leaders 

 

                                   

 

For those who would like to send cards and best wishes to 

Jeanie Mrytue, the following is her hospital address: 

 

Jeanie Mrytue 

Unity Point Health St. Lukes-Downtown 

6th Floor Room # 14 

801-5th Street 

Sioux City, IA  51101 

 



 

 

 

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

    who will prepare your way before you.’ — Luke 7:27b NRSVUE 

 

We are so often focused on the destination in our travels. “Where are you going?” is the most 

common question upon hearing that someone is heading out of town. While the destination is 

perhaps the impetus for deciding to “go,” it is often the journey itself that offers the most 

memorable moments–frustrating or delightful. This Advent season, we will pay attention not 

just to the destination of Christmas, but also to the places where events occurred that led to a 

starry night on which a child was born who would change the world. And we will ponder our 

own milestones–the progress and the potholes “on the way.” 

 

Rome: A Place of Longing (Hope) with Blue Christmas Service 

Jerusalem: A Place of Waiting (Peace) 

Nazareth: A Place of Simplicity (Joy) 

Bethlehem: A Place of Humility (Love) 

The Manger: A Place of Care 

 

A worship series by Marcia McFee, Worship Design Studio, 

inspired by the book On the Way to Bethlehem: An Advent Study  

by Rob Fuquay 

 

Please join us this Advent Season as we Travel to Bethlehem 

Pastor Deb 
  

 

                   



 

 

 

November 30, 2025 

 



 

 

                                                                                                                                          

            

 

 

   

  

Announcements 

                        

         
 
There is NO Varina Community Coffee 
on November 26, December 24, and 
31. 
 
December 3:  Community Coffee from 
9:00-11:00 AM. 
 

Everyone is welcome!! 
 

Holiday Decorating 

Date:  November 30  

Right after worship service 

At the Varina UMC with Potluck to 

Follow.  Everyone is welcome to 

attend. 

 
Showing at the Rialto Theatre in 

Pocahontas from November 21-27. 

Showing 7:00 nightly 2:00 Sunday. 
 

The story highlights his resilience, faith, 

and the support he received from his 

family, community, and figures like 

legendary announcer Jack Buck. 

 

 

Special Offering 
November 30 

Please mark your checks in the memo. 
Envelops are available in the pews. 

 

Varina Mary Circle Christmas Party   
 

Date:  December 10 
 
Time and Location: 12:30 PM at the church 

 
Details:  All women are invited to attend.  Please 
RSVP BY Monday, December 1 to Jo Erie @ 712-
299-4025.  Gift Exchange is OPTIONAL; bring a 
gift if you wish to participate. 
 



 
 

 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I would like to thank everyone who helped with the United Methodist Women bazaar.  I am sure 

pretty much everyone in our church family contributed and helped in some way!  Thank you so 

much!!! The bazaar brings back so many memories for me of my Mother and her friends planning 

and cooking and laughing and just enjoying the fellowship of putting on the bazaar! And we did 

it!!!    

Thanks again!!   Sarah 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Announcements 

 

 
Church cancellations will be aired on the following  

Radio and TV Stations as well as face book: 

KAYL (101.7 FM Storm Lake) and KICD (107.7 FM Spencer)  

Church cancellations will also be posted on our face book pages                               

(Laurens and Varina United Methodist Churches). 

It will also be aired on KCAU 9 TV Sioux City and KCCI Des Moines. 

 



  

 

 
Stewardship for November 2025: 

 
                                                                Weekly                Year-to-date        Special  

  
Total Receipts for 2025          $ 129,812.70         $ 9,166.41 
  
Total Receipts received for November   2:      $ 3,199.29     $ 133,011.99 $     455.40 
                Oct. Qtrs. 
                 Food Pantry 

 
Total Receipts received for November   9:      $ 1,008.00     $ 134,019.99 $ 1,000.00 
                Memorial        
             
Total Receipts received for November 16:      $ 3,516.29      $ 137,536.28 $ 1,750.00 
              Food Pantry   
 
Total Receipts received for November 23:      $ 1,137.00     $ 138,536.28 $   410.00 
              Food Pantry 
  
Total Receipts received for November 30:      $        $    $       
                  
Projected Budget Needs 2025:                 $ 3,979.46           $ 206,931.70             

  
Attendance for November   2:   Sunday School: 27   Worship Service: 69 
Attendance for November   9:   Sunday School: 21  Worship Service: 51  
Attendance for November 16:   Sunday School: 20  Worship Service: 39   
Attendance for November 23:   Sunday School: 23  Worship Service: 61 
Attendance for November 30:   Sunday School:     Worship Service:  

  
Richard Garner, Sylvan Zylstra, Linda Olson, Sharon Meier, Jay 
Lockwood, Amy Gustafson, Wesley Hannan, Karen Johnson, Dale and 
Barb Ryon, Terry Spanier, April Dalby, Edward Schmidt, Kay 
Schrecengost, local people in need, The United Methodist Church, 
nursing home residents, our church, victims of all natural disasters, those 
battling illness, our men & women of the armed forces, our world, and 
people in Ukraine, and people of Israel. 

        
          LAURENS UMC WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

  
Sunday November 30, 2025: 

Youth Sunday School @ 9:15 AM 
Adult Sunday School @ 9:30 AM 
Fellowship Coffee @ 10:00 AM 

Worship @ 10:30 AM 
  

Liturgist:  Kelly Tate 
Accompanist:  Sarah Hertz 

Young Disciples:  Michelle Rubel 
         Ushers:  Angie Sobotka, Julie Potter, and Deb Spanier 

Acolyte(s):  Adeline Molina 
  

                               

  

        Laurens UMC 

               Stewardship, Prayer Requests 
              & Worship Schedule 

  

    
201 W. Main, Laurens, Iowa  50554 



  

   

 

Stewardship for November 2025: 

                                                                    Weekly                   Monthly             Special   
 
Total Receipts received for November   2:        $  980.00  $    980.00    $   
 
Total Receipts received for November   9:        $  389.00  $ 1,369.00  $    
  
Total Receipts received for November 16:        $  357.00  $ 1,726.00  $    
  
Total Receipts received for November 23:        $  561.00  $ 2,287.00  $  
 
Total Receipts received for November 30:        $    $             $    
   

  

Projected Budget Needs for 2025:                  $ 667.79 

 
Attendance for November   2:   Worship Service:  30 
Attendance for November   9:   Worship Service:  20 
Attendance for November 16:   Worship Service:  30  
Attendance for November 23:   Worship Service:  25 
Attendance for November 23:   Worship Service:   

  

   

Jeanie Myrtue, The Family of Jimmy Schultz, Sharon Meier, Jay Lockwood, 

Karolyn Snedeker, Norm Kinkade, Pam Mooney, Mary Baskerville, Harold 

Schofield, Milton Voss, Gary and Carol Siepker, Darwin Huseman, Walt 

Collins, Julia Collins, The United Methodist Church, our nation, victims of 

all natural disasters, victims of violence, our men & women of the armed 

forces, our world, and people of Israel, people in Ukraine. 

 

VARINA UMC WORSHIP SCHEDULE: 

November 30, 2025 

Worship Service at 9:00 a.m. 

Fellowship Coffee to follow worship service 

 
 

       Varina UMC 
 Stewardship, Prayer Requests  

     & Worship Schedule 
321 Main, Varina, Iowa 50593 



  

If you are unable to join us for in-person worship, please worship with 
us online as our worship services are live-streamed on the Laurens    
United Methodist Church Facebook page @ 10:30 a.m. every Sunday.  
Worship services are also available on our website at 
www.laurensumc.org. Just click on “Sermons/Devotions.” 
  

  
  

Any items for our Sunday bulletin need to be submitted to the 
church office @ (712) 841-4476 or methodist@laurensumc.org 
by 9 A.M. Friday morning.  Any items for our weekly church 
newsletter need to be submitted by 9 a.m. on Monday 
mornings. Thank you for your cooperation. 

If you or a loved one is ready to be removed from or   need 
added to our prayer list, please call the church office  

     @ (712) 841-4476. 

Contact information: 
  

                        Rev. Deb Parkison:  Pastor’s Cell phone: (712) 350-1036 

   Pastor’s Email:  deb.parkison@iaumc.net 
  

                     Sue Jarvis, Administrative Assistant:   Office (712) 841-4476 

                    Email:  methodist@laurensumc.org 
  

  www.laurensumc.org 
  

Linda Olson, Laurens UMC Custodian 

              Laurens United Methodist Church 

 

 

               

 

              Varina United Methodist Church 

 

 


