LAURENS ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MINUTES
OCTOBER 16, 2024

Present: Michelle Rubel, Brad Rubel, Angie Christenson, Linda Olson, Sue Jarvis, Kaye Van
Genderen, Doc Van Genderen, Wendy Hopkins, Thaine Hopkins, Deb Spanier, Sharon Meier, and
Pastor Deb Parkison.

Linda called the meeting to order. Pastor Deb opened with a prayer. The September minutes
were reviewed. There was a correction to the Siddell checking account amount. The balance is
$11,432.16. Doc moved to accept the corrected minutes. Michelle seconded. Minutes were
accepted.

Missions: The Ingathering items are due on October 20th. They will be delivered to St. Paul’s
UMC in Cherokee on November 2nd.

Christian Ed: Michelle reported that they are working on the Christmas Program. It will be on
December 8th. Lifelines will start soon with a lower humber of youth needing lifelines.

Laurens Youth Group: Trunk or Treat will be October 31st at the Fire Station. There will be
Touch a Truck including a police car, a garbage truck, and a tractor. Angie will serve hot dogs,
chips, and water. Anyone can donate candy. There is a box in the Fellowship Hall for
donations.

United Methodist Women: October’s meeting was held at the Laurens Care Center with Kaye
leading a sing along. In November, there will be a Memorial Service. On December 16th, a farmer
is coming to donate pork loins in the church parking lot to anyone who wants one. Poster and
advertising will be put up ahead of the event. UMW will be serving a meal of hot dogs and
hamburgers on Sunday October 20th after church when the DS Rev. Dr. Lundula does the service.

United Methodist Men: The next meeting is November 2nd at 8 AM. Dale will serve breakfast
and Bill will be doing the message. They will be talking about the bags for the Christmas Program.

Endowment: The Siddell account is currently at $227,226.08. The Youth Account is at
$3,552.20. There will be an endowment meeting after church on October 20th.

Communications: Sue has been contacted by the VFW and there will not be a meal at the
church this year. They will have it at the community center. Sue and Julie sent out 88 giving
statements for 3rd quarter. Charge conference will be on October 20th at Emmetsburg. Sue is
working on getting the conference booklets completed.

Pastor’s Report: Pastor had a nice conversation with a young Muslim man at church the other
day. He is visiting and had never been in a church before. Sue took him on a tour of the church.
Pastor talked to him about the differences in religions.

Pastor took his name and phone number and is looking forward to more conversations with him.
She has done one funeral and attended another funeral this week. Pastor reported that there was
an SPRC meeting on Monday night in Varina with 2 members attending by phone. It was decided
that they would be meeting more often, alternating between Laurens and Varina for meeting places



ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MINUTES CONTINUED....

in the Laurens church that Pastor Deb would contact the Administrative Council for permission.
Michelle made a motion that if Pastor Deb is approached by a same sex couple wanting to be
married in the church it would be brought before the Laurens Administrative Council. Angie
seconded the motion. Motion passed. The Next meeting will be in Laurens on November 18th @
6:00 PM. Pastor will be attending the Charge Conference on October 20th. Michelle will also
attend.

New Business: The next Administrative Council Meeting will be on Sunday, November 17th after
church. There will be 6 possible confirmands with a meeting and pizza on October 23rd. Pastor will
start confirmation on November 6th at 6:30 PM. The UMW Bazaar will be on November 23rd. The
Hanging of the Greens will be on November 24th following worship service.

Finance: Thaine reported that finances are hanging in there but they could be better. Budget is
ready for next year with Pastor’s, custodian, and Administrative Assistant salaries staying the same.
Apportionments are up $3,000. Doc made a motion to approve the budget. Michelle seconded.
Motion was approved. Michelle made a motion to approve Form I. Wendy seconded and motion
was approved.

Doc made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Brad seconded. Meeting was adjourned.



