Laurens Ad Council Minutes
September 18, 2024

Present:

Linda Olson, Thaine Hopkins, Wendy Hopkins, Connie Dallenbach, Sue Jarvis, Sharon Meier,
Pastor Deb, Amanda Gustafson, Michelle Rubel, Brad Rubel, Julie Potter.

Linda called the meeting to order. Pastor Deb opened with a prayer. August minutes were
reviewed. Moved to approve by Connie, seconded by Michelle, minutes were approved.
Staff Parish:

There will be a SPRC meeting on Monday September 23 at 6pm at Laurens Church.
Missions:

Deb has the boxes in fellowship hall for the missions. We are looking for someone to sew

layettes. A friend of Pastor Deb donated school supplies for the school supplies missions. The
drop off for the mission boxes is Oct 22.

Worship:

Connie has mailed out the piano schedules. Kay will play on Christmas Eve services. Pastor Deb
will check on the Ecumenical Thanksgiving service.

Christian Education:

Michelle said Sunday School is going well. The kickoff was a success with games including egg
on a spoon, etc. Connie made gold metal snacks. Pastor Deb said that Confirmation will start
Mid-October on Wednesday nights.

Laurens Youth Group:

Angie is working on the trunk or treat for October 31%. She is in contact with the Fire chief to
see if it can be held there. She will serve hot dogs and water like she did last year. The town
trick or treat will be on Oct 26.

Memorials:

Kaye said she has received one memorial for Janet Carlson.

United Methodist Women:

The bazaar is planned for November 23. There will be a noon meal of Lasagna, bread sticks,
and bars. The usual booths will be there including good as new. We need people to sign up for
the treat of the month. Along with the usual casseroles we will have pumpkin rolls and ham
balls for sale. The next meeting is a sing along at the care center on Oct 3™ at 2:00pm.

United Methodist Men:

The next meeting is on Oct 5™ at 8:00 am. Bob and Don will do the lesson and Monty is serving
breakfast.



Endowment:

The Siddell account has $225,241. The Checking account has $13,100. There is $10,000 in a
CD. Discussion was held on ways to use some of the Siddell account.

Communications:

Sue explained that she had talked to Century Business regarding the printer bill and the costs
that we have been charged. Sue has found a company to do a church directory. The last
directory was done in 2015. The cost was reviewed. If anyone has questions please contact Sue
for more information. Sue and Julie will be working on the giving statements. Sue wanted to
thank Kay and Connie for playing the piano in Varina. It was much appreciated. The next Ad
Council meeting will be Oct 16™.

Pastor’s Report:

Pastor Deb mentioned that Ad council will have to change their meeting dates when she starts
confirmation in Oct. It is possible that we may meet on Sundays after church during
confirmation. Confirmation will be October to April. October 27 there will be a joint service at
10:30, in Laurens as her gospel group Sweet Harmony will be doing the service. There will be a
potluck and a bake sale after church.

Old Business:

It is working well to not open the church doors on Sundays until about 9:00 before Sunday
School.

New Business:

Nominations committee will meet on September 25™ at 6:00. Pastor said with people not
showing up for ushers and some committees not meeting regularly, she would like for the
council to consider the one board system. She can get someone to come and talk about it. It
will be put in newsletter and bulletin that all are welcome to come to the Ad Council meetings.
The only ones able to vote are the members of the Council. Pastor also mentioned that she has
had people that need assistance come to the parsonage asking for money. She would prefer
they call her instead of coming to the house. Michelle said she saw on another church a sign on
the door that had the phone numbers listed for who to get ahold of for food pantry, and the
pastor's number etc., more discussion will be held. Pastor said we need to find people help to
count money on Sunday morning. It can be alternated between people but we need 2 people
counting each Sunday. The mission and ministry plan was gone over and papers were filled out.
There is a new bakery coming to Laurens called The Bacon Chicken Ranch, and everyone is
looking forward to visiting it. Wendy said the Food Pantry appreciates the church's cooperation
with housing the food pantry. It is very needed in this community.

Finances:

Thaine stated that the last month or so the giving was down. He is very concerned about our
If\lflri]c?r:]gl(las .made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Brad seconded, and meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Meier
Recording Secretary



