
 
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MINUTES 

July 19, 2024 
  

Present: 
Pastor Deb, Wendy Hopkins, Linda Olson, Sue Jarvis, Angie Christianson, Brad Rubel, Michelle 
Rubel, Doc Van Genderen, Sharon Meier, Bill Mather, Kristy Mather, Kelly Tate, Jennifer Valentine, 
and Laura Todd.  
  
Linda called the meeting to order. Pastor Deb opened with a prayer. The June minutes were 
reviewed. Sue made a motion to approve. Angie seconded. Motion was carried.  
  
Trustees: 
The bill for the new dryer for the parsonage was given to Thaine. Wasps have been an issue in the 
courtyard and they have been digging into the brick. Don Hertz has been spraying and will continue to 
spray for wasps in the courtyard until they are under control. There are also some wasps by the back 
door.  
  
Christian Education: 
The next meeting will be on August 14th at 7:00pm for Sunday School teachers and Christian 
Education Committee.  
  
Laurens Youth Group: 
Angie reported that the next board meeting will be August 11th @ 4:00pm at the Methodist Church to 
see if we will continue to have youth group this next year of not.  
  
Memorials: 
There were 2 new memorials for Janet Carlson and 2 memorials for Allen Shaw received. 
  
United Methodist Women: 
Wendy reported that there was a great selection of pies for the pie sales during Laurens Days. The 
pie sale raised close to $600. The next meeting will be August 1st at 6:00 pm with a light supper.  
  
United Methodist Men: 
Brad reported that the hamburger/hot dog dinner went well during Laurens Days. They served close 
to 400 people and raised $880 after cost. The next meeting will be August 3rd at 8:00am. Thaine and 
Dale will serve breakfast and Monty will do the lesson. 
 
Endowment: 
The current investment total is $212,311.78. The investment committee voted to put $10,000 in a CD. 
The Bank balance is under $12,000 as $1,000 was taken out to pay for the Blackwoods’ concert and 
motel rooms.  
  
Communications: 
The “Blessings of the Backpacks” will be August 18th during the worship service. Sue is still looking 
for volunteers to count the offering on Sundays. Sue has been helping Linda. Kaye said she would 
help also. Sue also said she is looking for volunteers for Communion preparation as Linda and 
Leoma will retire at the end of the year. Pastor Deb suggested using intinction with a few cups for 
those who don’t want to do intinction. Pastor will try this out a few times to see how it goes over.  
  
 
 



 
The Giving statements went out. There were 29-30 who do not make an offering out of 90 parishers. 
There was discussion on whether to run statements for those who do not give, taking in consideration 
the cost of paper, ink, and postage.  It was decided to print out all 3rd quarter statements to be picked 
up and/or mailed. Giving statements for the first, second, and fourth quarters will be printed and/or 
mailed for those who have been making offerings throughout the year. If people live far away and 
don’t give, it will not be sent.   
 
Sue will be out of the office on July 24th. 
  
Pastors Report: 
Pastor will be gone on July 28th as her granddaughters are showing chickens at their county fair. Dan 
Keen will do the services at Varina and Laurens. Pastor David will do the care center on that day. 
Pastor is taking off August 11th through August 17 for vacation to take her granddaughters to 
Branson.  Pastor’s next knee surgery will be August 21st. Retired Pastor Paul Smith will fill in at both 
Varina and Laurens on August 25th.  
  
Old Business: 
Pastor stated that at the last Ad Council meeting the vote to make a policy preventing same gender 
marriages to be done in Laurens church was out of order according to the Book of Discipline rules. 
She apologized for this as she had gotten the wrong information on how it was to be done. The  
motion for this policy had to be rescinded. She stated again that she would not marry any same sex 
couples in the church if the church doesn’t want her to. After much discussion, the motion was made 
to rescind the previous motion. Sue seconded. More discussion was held. The motion to     rescind 
was carried. Pastor will write an article in the newsletter about this policy and all that     transpired.  
  
New Business: 
The ham ball dinner was a great success. There were lots of good comments from the community on 
how good it was. The dinner raised $824. The Blackwood’s concert was very good also. Michelle 
made a motion that the money raised from the ham ball dinner be divided between the 
apportionments and the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund. Sue seconded. Motion was carried.  
  
Treasurer’s Report: 
Brad reported that Thaine said they had a good collection this week.  
  
Sue made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Michelle seconded it, motion was carried.  
  
Respectfully submitted,  
Sharon Meier 
Recording Secretary 
  

  
  
 


