
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL 

May 15, 2024 

 

 

Present: 

Linda Olson, Angie Christenson, Thaine Hopkins, Sue Jarvis, Sharon Meier, Michelle Rubel, Brad 

Rubel, Deb Spanier Kay Van Genderen, Doc Van Genderen, and Connie Dallenbach.  

Linda called the meeting to order Thaine opened with a prayer. April minutes were reviewed Connie 

made a motion to approve the minutes seconded by Brad. Motion carried. 

 

Trustees: 

Brad lead a discussion regarding the new church use rules and fees. It was discussed to change the 

wording from Community groups that do not pay a fee to non profit groups not being charged to use the 

church. Discussion was also held to raise the cost of the church use from $100 to $150. The $50 

Custodial fee could be refunded determined by the condition of the church after the event. Michelle 

made a motion to approve the change of wording in the rules. Thaine seconded the motion, motion was 

carried. Doc made a motion to accept the new use rules, Brad seconded the motion. Motion was carried. 

 

Missions: 

Sue talked to Pastor Deb and Deb Hertz regarding the “Iowa Annual Conference Fill The Truck” for 

Midwest Missions. Sue will post the items to collect and Pastor will take any items to Annual 

Conference. Items will need to be at church by June 5th.  Sue also said that the Blanket Sunday was a 

success as money for 35 Blankets was collected. 

 

Worship: 

Coffee for the graduates went well. 50 Carnations were purchased for the ladies for Mother’s day. 

Connie took what was not taken in church to the Laurens Care Center for the ladies. It was discussed 

having someone hand them out next year as some ladies did not pick one up on their own. 

 

Christian Education: 

Michelle thanked the teachers for all their hard work in Sunday School. She also wants to thank the 

parents for getting their children to Sunday School. Vacation Bible School will be held June 3-6 from 9-

11:30 am. Closing program will be on Thursday June 6th @ 11:30. Ages are PreSchool -3rd Grade. They 

are still looking for volunteers for Crafts, Music, and Snacks. Amy Gustafson can be contacted if anyone 

is willing to help in any way. Her phone number is (515)570-8692. 

 

Laurens Youth Group: 

Angie reported that Youth group is not meeting right now. She only had 2-3 youth at most of the events.  

The next board meeting is in August.  

 

Memorials: 

Kay reported that we had received memorials for Gary Hopkins, Bob Bailey, Diane Lathum, and Daryl 

Long. 

 

United Methodist Women: 

The ladies gave $250 to the Laurens Ministerial fund and $250 to the Pastors Discretionary fund.  



 

United Methodist Men: 

June 1st is the next meeting. Program is TBA. 

 

Endowment: 

Doc Van Genderen reported that the Siddell Endowment Fund balance is $212,425.86. 

 

Communications: 

Sue reported that they will be updating the Microsoft account. Sue had sent an email regarding the dates 

Pastor Deb would be gone. She will be gone to Annual Conference on June 9th. Ron Day will be doing 

the service. Pastor will also be gone on June 16th as her surgery has been rescheduled for June 12. Jean 

Murray will be filling the pulpit. 

 

Pastor’s Report: 

Pastor printed the pastoral letter from the Bishop on the reflections on the General Conference. If there 

are any questions please feel free to contact Pastor Deb and she will answer them to the best of her 

ability. 

 

New Business: 

Approval of the new rules was addressed in the trustees report. Sharon thanked Sue for planting flowers 

in the front planters. It was discussed possibly planting hostas  in the future. The ham ball dinner for the 

Laurens Days Celebration will take place on July 14th at noon with the Blackwoods Quartet concert 

following at 1:00. Kaye and Sharon will be in charge of the dinner.  Brad also reported that the wooden 

praying hands in the parking lot is looking bad and needs to be removed. Brad will address this with 

trustees and take care of it. There was a discussion regarding the lock on the back door. It is not always 

locking and /or unlocking. Sharon made a motion to put in a new lock in the back door. Linda seconded 

the motion. Motion was carried. Brad will take care of it. 

 

Treasurers Report: 

Thaine stated that he had made another apportionment payment, 2 out of 4. He also stated that giving is 

better than last year. He wants to thank all who are donating. It was a donation that paid for the furnace 

that was installed this year.  He also encouraged people to donate for the normal budget items. It would 

be greatly appreciated. Thaine made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Kaye seconded. Meeting 

adjourned. 

Administrative Council Recording Secretary, 

Sharon Meier 

 


