
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL
FEBRUARY 21, 2024

Present: Pastor Deb Parkison, Michelle Rubel, Brad Rubel, Linda Olson,
Sue Jarvis, Wendy Hopkins, Amanda Gustafson, Thaine Hopkins, Sharon Meier,
Autumm Brazel and Angela Christenson (arrived late).

Linda called the meeting to order. Pastor Deb opened with a prayer. The
January minutes were reviewed. Michelle Rubel noted that the date of the
Lifeline Reveal Party needs to be corrected to April 24th, not April 4th. Sue
Jarvis made the motion to approve the January minutes with the correction,
seconded by Brad. Motion carried.

Trustees: Brad Rubel reported that he will try to set up a trustees meeting to
update church use fees. Brad raised questions regarding the current charges.

SPRC: Amanda Gustafson has notified Thaine that Sue has been employed
here at the church for 90 days and she will receive a pay increase March 15th.

Missions: Sue Jarvis reported that she and Deb had worked on reports to the
state. Sue recommended that instead of placing special offering envelopes in
every bulletin that we could put a few in the pews, announce special Sundays in
the Newsletter and PowerPoint slide to save on resources since not many people
use the envelopes.

Worship: Pastor Deb reported that Maundy Thursday service will be held at
Varina UMC and Good Friday service will be held at Laurens UMC.

Christian Education: Michelle Rubel reported that the high school Sunday
school class will begin practicing for the Easter Sunrise Service soon.

UMW:Wendy Hopkins reported that the UMW will meet for the first time in 2024
on March 7t. They will have a prayer service for offering. They will use money
they receive to help with small purchases they need made.

Wendy reported that Rose Davis will start Spanish classes the first Wednesday
of April at 6 p.m. here at the church. Rose’s sister and a group she is associated
with sent in a donation for spanish books.



UMM: Brad Rubel reported that the UMM will meet on March 2 at 8:00 a.m. and
the men’s soup supper will be held on March 6th from 5 p.m.-7 p.m.

Endowment: Brad Rubel reported that the Siddall Endowment Fund balance is
$208,717.58 and the Youth Endowment Fund balance is $3,255.13. Brad
reported that the Siddall Endowment checking account balance is $13,100.00

Communications: Sue Jarvis reported that the church elevator and fire
extinguishers were recently inspected. The elevator passed inspection and cost
$588. There were three fire extinguishers that were replaced at the cost of
$658.00.

Sue reported that STATS reports were done. Our church is one of 332 churches
in the conference who have submitted STATS. Sue also reported that audits for
Varina and Laurens were done.

Sue reported that the Record-Democrat recently reached out to the office about
our church putting in another ad in the Pocahontas County Visitors Guide.
Discussion was held on cost and the fact that our church put in an ad in the last
one that was done not that long ago. Linda Olson made a motion not to submit
another ad, seconded by Brad Rubel. Motion was carried.

Sue recommended that we sign a contract with Century Business Products for IT
support as she and Pastor Deb recently had trouble printing in color from both
their computers and had to contact CBP to fix the problem, however, the IT tech
said that they normally charge unless there is a contract for support. The cost of
the IT support with CBP is $15.00 a month. Wendy made a motion to sign a
contract for IT support with Century Business Products, seconded by Brad.
Motion was carried.

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Deb reported that our church will be hosting the Face to
Face event on April 8, 9,11 & 12. Face to Face is a version of Walk to Emmaus. It
is designed for people 65 years & older. Face to Face includes talks, food,
communion, & other things. This event will cost our church nothing to host.
Practice day for Face to Face will be March 21 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sue Jarvis
will be the “go to” person as Pastor Deb will be gone to Iowa City that day. Face
to Face is a great way to grow your faith and is also for all denominations. Pastor
Deb said that if there are over 25 people that the event will be held in Fellowship



Hall and if there are less than 25 the Wesley Room will be used. They will also be
bringing a 24 foot trailer that we will allow them to park in the south parking lot.

Pastor Deb reported that she will be gone this Sunday afternoon, Monday and
Tuesday until 1 p.m. or 2 p.m. for a Board of Ministries exam.

Pastor De reported that Lenten Lunch will be held at Laurens UMC on March 20.

Pastor Deb reported that she will be gone for the Ad. Council meeting on March
20 and March 21 for an appointment.

Old Business: Sue Jarvis reported that she has been in communication with
Shepherdsland regarding the Newsletter being emailed out and this past week
there were no failures. Sue reported that she has to send the emails out in
smaller groups.

New Business: Pastor Deb spoke about Fresh Expressions which is a ministry
about helping the community. Pastor Deb said she would like our church to host
a summer weekly free meal for struggling families. The meal would consist of hot
dogs, chips, etc.and recommended it be held every Wednesday in the church
parking lot. Pastor Deb reported that our District Superintendent told her that
there would possibly be some start up money given to us. Amanda Gustafson
inquired if it would be open to all families. Pastor Deb stated that she would really
like to focus on getting the struggling families here for the meal. Pastor Deb
would like people to be thinking of a clever name for the meal to publicize.

Finance: Thaine Hopkins reported that he made one apportionment payment
this month.

Thaine questioned if people looked at the financial reports that he puts together
and wondered if he could just do a simpler report from QuickBooks. Michelle
suggested still doing a quarterly financial report.

Amanda Gustafson made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Michelle
Rubel. Meeting adjourned.

Administrative Council Recording Secretary,
Autumm Brazel




