
ADMINISTATIVE COUNCIL 

JANUARY 17, 2024 

Present:     Linda Olsen, Connie Dallenbach, Anne Beneke, Michelle Rubel, Brad 

Rubel, Amanda Gustafson, Sue Jarvis, Pastor Deb Parkison, and Sharon Meier. 

Linda called the meeting to order. Pastor Deb opened with a prayer. The 

December minutes were reviewed. Amanda motioned to accept the minutes as 

written, seconded by Michelle. Motioned approved. 

Trustees:   Brad said that Church Mutual Insurance company won’t give us a quote 

so we probably won’t be switching insurance companies. The new furnace for the 

bathrooms, Wesley Room and hallway was installed on January 8th and is working 

great. The furnace for the sanctuary and offices were repaired with spare parts 

and are now running better. The sink in the women’s bathroom in the downstairs 

education unit is leaking some will be repaired by Brad. 

Staff Parish:   There are 2 people that have applied for the janitor job. A meeting 

and interviews was set up for January 24 @ 6:00 pm. 

Missions:   no report 

Worship:  Discussion was held regarding the Ash Wednesday Service since it is on 

Valentine’s Day, more discussion to follow. Pastor Deb questioned if we want to do 

an Easter Breakfast since we don’t have enough in youth to do it. Michelle talked 

about having the high school class do it since they have more kids, and said she 

would have them, with some adult help, do it this year. 

Christian Education:  A meeting was held on January 10th. The lifeline reveal will be 

April 24th. The Graduates will be honored on May 5th. We have 3 seniors this year 

Clayton Rubel, Jacalyn Sobotka, and Ataya Arends. The Sunday School awards and 

last day of Sunday School will be May 12.  

Laurens Area Youth Group: There aren’t enough youth right now to do the Easter 

Sunrise Service and breakfast. There won’t be a mission trip as only 2-3 youth are 

coming. They will still do the Spuds & Splits on Feb 21st.  

Memorials: no report 



United Methodist Women:   No meeting until March 

United Methodist Men:  Held a meeting on Feb 3rd. Discussed the Soup and Pie 

supper. It will be held on March 6th from 5pm-7pm. A free will offering will be taken. 

Endowment:  no report 

Communications:   Sue is trying to put the new officers and committees together 

for the newsletter. The office has been receiving more calls about food pantry, and  

rent assistance. She will post the food pantry hours in newsletters and on face book. 

Sue has run off the giving statements. A suggestion was made to do emails and texts 

instead of sending reminder cards by mail to cut back on expenses. Sharon has 

updated the contact list and Sue will put it on the table again to see if we can get 

any more updates. The office is still working on the email problem. 

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor thanked Sue for how well she is doing as the new 

Administrative Assistant. Pastor is planning on taking off on January 31st thru 

February 8th to help her daughter with the new baby. Jean will preach at Laurens on 

Feb 4th and Dan Keen will preach at Varina. Pastor will contact other pastors to cover 

in case of emergency. The church has had many calls for assistance and has helped 

as much as she was able. There is a new pastor in town and will be helping at the 

care center so she will be doing services every 4 weeks instead of every 3 weeks. 

Communion will be January 21st and Feb 11th.  There will be a potluck on Feb 4th. 

There will be a baptism on Feb 11th. 

Old Business:   Changing of the church rental fees will be reviewed by the Trustees 

and brought back to the Church Council.  

New Business:   Discussion was held regarding the church office being closed if 

school has been canceled due to weather. Brad made a motion that it be closed. 

Michelle seconded the motion. Motion was carried. 

Finance:  We need to keep reminding people that even if we don’t have church, we 

still have bills that need to be paid. 

Michelle made a motion to adjourn, Brad seconded. The meeting was adjourned. 

Administrative Council Secretary 

Sharon Meier 


