
Laurens Administrative Council Minutes 
September 21, 2025 

  

Present: Kelly Tate, Doc and Kaye Van Genderen, Deb Hertz, Deb Spanier, Amanda Gustafson, 
Angie Christenson, Brad and Michelle Rubel, Ann Beneke, Kristy Mather, and Sue Jarvis. 
 
Pastor Deb opened with a prayer.  Kelly called the meeting to order. The August minutes were 
reviewed. Michelle made a motion to approve the minutes.  Amanda seconded the motion. The 
minutes were approved.  
 
Trustees:   
Brad is looking to replace the east entry door rug which is 4 X 8.  Council Members agreed to 
purchase a Waterhog Elite gray rug for an approximate cost of $287.  The fan in the bathroom 
at the parsonage needs to be replaced.  Because of its size, it is difficult to find a replacement. 
Handyman Nick is trying to find a replacement and will then install it. 
 
SPPRC:  
A meeting was held on August 27 at 6:00 PM in Laurens.  SPPRC would like Pastor Deb to have 
weekly office hours. Hours have been set from 9:30 AM to 1:00 PM Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday. 
 
Missions:  
Ingathering Donations are due to the church by October 19.  Those kits will then be taken to 
St. Paul United Methodist Church in Cherokee on Saturday, November 1 from 8:00- 11:00 AM. 
 
Worship:  
Accompanist schedule is out for the reminder of the year.   
 
Christian Education:  
Adult Sunday School will begin October 5 from 9:30 -10:00 AM in the Wesley Room. Sunday 
School started September 7.  Kids have been doing some sing-alongs. Sunday School Teachers 
this year are Kelly Tate, Hannah Zylstra, Richard Garner, and Michelle Rubel.  
 
Laurens Youth Group:  
Trunk or Treat is scheduled for October 31 from 5:00-6:30 PM at the fire station.  Angie is 
working on trying to get a bus, payloader, and fire truck.  Anyone who has any ideas or 
suggestions, please contact Angie Christenson @ 712-450-0167.   
 
Memorials:  
More memorials have been received from Jeanette Korrect. 
 
UMW:  
The next meeting is October 2 @ 2:00 PM at the Laurens Care Center.  Kaye will lead the 
residents in a sing along.  Everyone is welcome to attend. 
 

 



UMM:  
The next meeting is October 4 @ 8:00 AM in Fellowship Hall.  Bob is in charge of breakfast and 
Richard is in charge of the lesson. 
Endowment:   
The Siddell Endowment as of August 31st is $219,839.51. The checking account as of August 
24th is $31,598.89.  The sound enhancement equipment has arrived at the church.  The date of 
installation is yet to be determined. 
 
Communications:  
Visitation Request:  The business office has received a request from a family member for one of 
our residents in the Care Center.  They are asking if someone would be willing to visit this 
resident once a week. 
 
Shredding/ Electronics Clean-up: Secure Shred Solutions from Carroll will be in town on 
September 30 and would be available to remove paper and electronics.  In trying to control the 
cost, only documents with account numbers and bank balances will be shredded Secure Shred 
has given the office a list of electronics that they are willing to dispose of. Amanda made a 
motion to have Secure Shred Solutions remove church documents and old/unused technology.  
Brad seconded.   
 
New Computer:  In purchasing the new computer, the church office now is running Window 11 
Pro.  We did not purchase Microsoft 365 which offers Microsoft Publisher which the church 
office used for years.  Next year, Microsoft is retiring publisher and at present there, they are 
telling us to save everything as a PDF which is not going to solve our problems.  Sue has been 
trying to convert as many files/documents, etc. as possible.  The newsletter is the first to be 
converted to Microsoft word.  To date, only one person has contacted the office with problems 
opening the newsletter and she is working with this person. 
 
Currently, the church pays River Valley for virus protection on four computers.  In the last 
months, the church has purchased three new computers. Currently, the only two computers 
that are being covered are the business office computer and the audio/visual computer.  It was 
decided to continue the virus protection contract and have Sue and Kennedy work with River 
Valley to get those new computers covered.   
 
Charge Conference: Many of the committee reports have been turned in with some of the 
conference reports also finished.  The Charge Conference is Monday, October 20 in 
Emmetsburg @ 6:00 pm. 
 
Next Administrative Council Meeting would be October 19, 2025 @ 11:30. 
 
Pastor’s Report:   
Pastor has several meetings coming up-Orders and Fellowship, Zoom, and Circuit. Pastor has 
been to the nursing home for visitations.  Nominations met.  Most officers have been appointed, 
but not all. If there are open positions at the time of the Charge Conference, they will be listed 
as “pending.” 
 
Old Business: None 
 



New Business: Recording Secretary, Mission and Ministry Report 2026 
A possible recording secretary could be available to fill the position in January.  The council 
worked on the 2026 report that Sue will complete for charge conference. 
 
Treasurer & Finance:    
The Finance Committee met Thursday, September 12 and voted to give Pastor a $1,500 cost of 
living increase. This was decided based on the fact that Pastor has not had a raise in multiple 
years, while the cost of living continues to increase. 
 
Kennedy would like to have bank statements sent to her electronically rather than by postal 
mail.  Kennedy will send the statement to Sue and she will print a copy for those groups.  
Currently, printouts will be done for the Ministerial Accounts, UMW, and the Endowment 
Account. Those who still want a paper copy, please talk with Sue.   
 
Kennedy is also requesting to utilize online bill pay for reoccurring bills.   Mainly, the two City of 
Laurens bills (phone/internet and electricity), Century Business Products for copier expenses, 
and Alliant Energy for heat.  Having direct payment directly from the bank reduces the number 
of checks written through the church.  Kaye made a motion to approve Kennedy’s direct 
payment request.  Brad seconded.   
 
Doc made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Amanda and Kaye seconded the motion. Meeting 
was adjourned. 
  
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Sue Jarvis 
Administrative Assistant 
 

 

  



 

  



 

 


