
Laurens Ad Council Minutes 
August 17, 2025 

  
Present:   
Kelly Tate, Ann Beneke, Deb Spanier, Deb Hertz, Amanda Gustafson, Kennedy Heater, 
Connie Dallenbach, Doc Van Genderen, Monty Potter, Sharon Meier, and Sue Jarvis. 
 
Pastor Deb opened with a prayer. Kelly called the meeting to order. The July minutes 
were reviewed.   Doc made a motion to approve the minutes with a few changes.  
Connie seconded the motion. The minutes were approved. 
 
Trustees: None 
 
SPPRC:   
A SPRC meeting with the DS is scheduled for August 27 @ 6:00 PM @ the Laurens UMC 
in the Wesley Room. 
 
Missions;   
School supplies were due today. The supplies will be delivered to the school this week. 
Deb has Ingathering Donation boxes in Fellowship Hall.  Donations are due by October 
29.  
 
Worship: None 
 
 
Christian Education:  
Sunday School teachers and the Christen Education Board met last Wednesday.  
Sunday School kickoff Sept. 7 @ 9:15-10:00 AM.  There will be special music 
throughout the year.  The Christmas Program is scheduled for December 14. There will 
be no Sunday School the last two Sundays of December.  Connie is organizing and will 
lead an adult Sunday school group which will be from 9:30-10:00 AM before worship.  
More information will be coming.  Watch the church bulletin and the church newsletter 
for those details. 
 
Laurens Youth Group: No report 
 
Memorials:  
Memorials have been received from friends and family of Jeanette Korrect.  
 
 
UMW:   
Next meeting is September 4 @ 6:00 PM at the Laurens Marathon School. Details of the 
meeting are in the bulletin announcements and the church newsletter. 
  



 
UMM:  
The next meeting is September 6 at 8:00 AM.  Breakfast and the lesson are to be 
determined. 
 
Endowment:   
The Siddall endowment as of July 31st is $214,610.65. The checking account as of July 
23th is $31,598.89. The sound enhancement equipment will be arriving shortly. 
Installment of the equipment has not yet been determined.  
 
Communications:   
September Calendar dates:  

1. Caring Cards will begin meeting again September 10 @ 6:00 PM. 
2. Next Administrative Council Meeting will be held on Sunday, September 21 @ 

11:30 AM. 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry: Kaye, Jennifer, Grace, and Sue have been gifting shawls while 
Barb has been ill.  Since the beginning of 2025, there have been 23 shawls given for 
baptisms, confirmation, funerals, a wedding, to the Laurens Care Center, and 
Pocahontas County Hospital.  Grace knits shawls for weddings and baptisms. Kaye has 
been knitting/crocheting shawls to replenish those distributed.  Jennifer has been 
working on “Prayer Patches.”  If there is anyone else interested in helping make shawls, 
please contact the church office @ 712-841-4476 or methodist@laurensumc.org. 
 
Paper Reduction/Shredding: Sue has contacted two businesses that would come to 
Laurens to shred the years of church papers.  The approximate cost to get rid of the 
surplus is $8 per box depending on the size of the box.  Secure Shred Solutions is out 
of Carroll.  They are in Laurens every four weeks.  They will be in Laurens September 2. 
Their minimum is $68.  Shred It is out of Des Moines.  They will also remove old 
electronics.  There is a minimum cost for Shred It of $300 (~50 boxes).  No decisions 
have been made. 
 
Office Request: Nick Wilder has requested a copy of the photo that shows 1,000 
Laurens church members.  There are copies of the photo in the museum, two are 
hanging in the church, and another one is in the storage room.  Amanda made the 
motion to approve Nick’s request and give him a copy of the photo.  Sharon seconded 
the motion.  Motion carried. 
  
Charge Conference: The dashboard for both the Varina and Laurens UMC are open.  
Sue has begun getting forms ready to send out.  Please complete the forms and return 
them to the church office by September 21.  The charge conference will be held 
October 20 @ 6:00 PM in Emmetsburg. 
 



Church Hours: Sue requested in early spring to adjust the business office hours to four 
days a week from 8:00 AM-1:00 PM.  Discussion was given to return to the original 
hours of 8:30 AM-12:30 PM Monday thru Friday or continue with four day work weeks.  
Amanda motioned to leave the church office hours to four days a week from 8:00 AM-
1:00 PM. Sharon seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
 
 
Pastor’s Report:   
 
Pastor will be gone September 21.  Sweet Harmony will be at the Farragut Church 
performing. Pastor continues with her visitations with church members. 
 
Old Business:   
Kennedy has her new laptop computer.  Kaye ordered it from Best Buy.  Kennedy has it 
up and running already in the financial office.  The business office computer is on order 
at River Valley Communications.  It is unknown when the computer will be in.   
  
New Business:    
It was suggested by the representative of River Valley that instead of using flashdrives 
to save files, we should be using One Drive.  This would decrease redundancy and 
increase efficiency.  There is a cost after the first 5 GB, but by using “the cloud,” it 
could be accessed from anywhere with a password.   
 
Treasurer & Finance:  
Kennedy submitted July operating statement.  She is going to try to use quick books to 
update some of the accounts.  Again, this would decrease redundancy and increase 
efficiency in the office. 
  
Amanda made a motion to adjourn the meeting; Deb seconded the motion. The 
meeting was adjourned. 
  
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Sue Jarvis 
Administrative Assistant 
 


