Laurens Ad Council Minutes
July 27, 2025

Present:

Kelly Tate, Doc & Kaye Van Genderen, Deb Spanier, Thaine Hopkins, Amanda
Gustafson, Brad Rubel, Michelle Rubel, Kennedy Heater, Connie Dallenbach, and Sue
Jarvis.

Michelle Rubel opened with a prayer. Kelly called the meeting to order. The June
minutes were reviewed. Brad made a motion to approve the minutes. Amanda
seconded the motion. The minutes were approved.

Trustees:

Brad has been approached about the entry rug needing to be replaced. He will look
into and replacing the rug. Preference would be to keep the rug gray in color. Brad
will report back next month.

SPPRC:

District Superintendent has not been available for a July meeting. Amanda will try to
arrange a meeting in August. The SPPRC has a District form that MUST be completed
for the District Office by September.

Missions;

Deb has boxes for the Ingathering Donations on the table in Fellowship Hall. Donations
are due by October 29. School supply donations are also being collected. Those are
due to the church by August 17.

Worship:
Connie has nine boxes of books she is removing from the church library. She thought

she had someone to take the books but they backed out. Currently, Connie is looking
for another resource.

Christian Education:

A Christian Ed Meeting for 2025-26 has been scheduled for August 13 @ 7:00 PM for
the Christian Education Committee and all Sunday School Teachers. Consideration is
being given to restarting Adult Education. More discussion is needed before a decision
is made. Sunday School will resume September 7.

Laurens Youth Group: No report

Memorials: No report

UMW:



Next meeting is September 4 @ 6:00 PM at the Laurens Marathon School.

UMM:

The Men grilled and served 300 hamburgers and 100 hot dogs during the Laurens
Celebration. A total of $966.00 was raised. The next meeting is August 2 at 8:00 AM.
Breakfast and the lesson is to be determined.

Endowment:

The Siddall endowment as of June 30% is $214,866.46. The checking account as of June
20 is $31,598.89. Triumphant Sound Quartet was paid a $1000 for their performance
in June. The Browns received a check for $3,500 plus $200 for mileage in July. The
sound enhancement project for the sanctuary will cost between $26,000 and $27,000
with the project scheduled for August.

Communications:
August Calendar dates:
1. Christian Education Meeting is scheduled for August 13 @ 7:00 PM.
2. Blessing of the Backpacks is on August 17 during worship.
3. Next Administrative Council Meeting will be held on August 17 @ 11:30 AM.

Kelly, Thaine, and Sue have been discussing the need to reduce the amount of paper
that has/is accumulating in the church. There are bulletins and bill receipts that go
back at least ten years. There could be some adjustments to both the financial office
and the secretary office that can make both offices more efficient. Kelly’s husband
works for Northwest Bank in Spencer. Once a year, the bank has a paper shredding
business come. The church could get rid of a few years of paper at that time.

Pastor’s Report: No Report

Old Business:

Kaye and Sue have spent the last month researching computers for both the financial
and the secretary offices. Recommendations were made to purchase two Lenovo
computers at an approximate cost of $1300 for both. This would include purchasing
Microsoft 365 for the main office. If the computers are purchased soon, the church
could take advantage of “Back to School” sales. And the longer we wait, the less likely
we will find the computer with the specific specs that have been recommended. Sue
has reached out to Rebnord’s in Storm Lake and Century Business Products on setting
up the new computers with our current system. Rebnord’s would charge mileage and
$150 an hour. Century Business products would cost also unless the church sets up a
“network contract” at a cost of $15 a month.

Brad made a motion to purchase two computers-one for the financial and one for the
secretary’s office. Doc seconded the motion. Setup of the computer(s) has not been
decided at this time as Century Business did not send Sue a copy of the contract for
review.



New Business: None

Treasurer & Finance:
Welcome to Kennedy and thank you for becoming our next financial secretary A huge
thank you to Thaine for ALL the years serving as financial secretary.

Kennedy has updated the May and June current operating statements. Kennedy has set
up Quick Books to handle_W-2 forms for the four employees in house, direct deposit for
wages/paychecks, and automatic tax fillings. By making these changes, next year the
church will save $2,350. (As Thaine said, Kennedy is bringing us to the 21t Century!!)

Michelle made a motion to adjourn the meeting; Amanda seconded the motion. The
meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully Submitted,

Sue Jarvis
Administrative Assistant



