
Laurens Administrative Council Minutes 

March 16, 2025 

  
Present:  
Amanda Gustafson, Kelly Tate, Wendy Hopkins, Thaine Hopkins, Deb Hertz, Brad Rubel, 
Michelle Rubel, Monty Potter, Connie Dallenbach, Angie Christenson, Sue Jarvis, Pastor 
Deb, Sharon Meier.  
  
Kelly called the meeting to order. Pastor Deb opened with a prayer. The February 
minutes were  reviewed. Brad moved to accept the minutes.  Amanda seconded. 
Minutes were approved as read. 
  
Trustees:  
Brad said a huge branch has fallen from the tree in front of the church. The tree is old 
and hollow. Michelle made a motion to cut it down. Deb seconded. Motion was carried. 
Brad also stated that the upstairs toilet in Kelly’s room needs replaced. Wendy moved to 
call Laurens Plumbing to look at it and get a new toilet if needed. Michelle seconded. 
Motion carried. Brad also stated that the wash machine off of the kitchen is leaking. Sue 
will put in the newsletter to see if anyone has one they want to donate. Brad will check 
places and prices if we need to get a new one. 
  
SPPRC: No report 
  
Missions: UMCOR offering will be March 30th. 
  
Worship:  
Connie said she has the piano schedule is done for April, May, & June. Connie will play 
for Sunrise service and Maundy Thursday service in Laurens. Good Friday service will be 
in Varina. 
  
Christian Education:  
Michelle reported that Camp Sunday will be on March 30th. Connie’s class has made 
treat bags for it. Connie has purchased bedding for Sleep in Heavenly Peace. She will 
have the Pastor Bless them and Julie Potter will take them to Sioux City. Sunrise 
services on Easter will be April 20th at 7:00am with breakfast to follow. Lifeline reveal 
will be April 23rd at 7:00pm. Confirmation will be May 4th. Graduation recognition, 
teacher recognition, and Sunday school attendance awards will be May 11th during the 
church service. 
  
Laurens Youth:  
Angie received a card from Congregate Meals thanking the youth for the quarter 
donations. They feel very blessed and the money will help keep the meals going. 
  



Memorials:  
Kaye reported that there has been numerous memorials for Bill Mather. The family will 
decide where they want it to go. 
  
UMW:  
Wendy reported that UMW will resume meetings on April 3rd. They will meet at the care 
center to play Bingo.  
  
UMM:  
Brad reported that they served 130 people at the soup supper. They made $832. The 
next meeting will be April 1st @8:00am. They will discuss who is serving. Monty asked 
about doing a spring cleanup at church. A date was not set.   Kelly asked about the 
men serving breakfast at the Regional Swim Meet on July 19th. It will be discussed at 
the UMM meeting.  
  
Endowment:  
The checking account is at $10,332.16. The Siddell account is at $228,742.85. 
Communications:  
Sue reported she has the 3 mandatory reports done. Brad is the registered agent for 
the Biennial report. Doc is on the committee and will need 2 others. She asked if we 
want to renew our donation to Wesley Woods and Camp Okoboji. Last year we donated 
$350. Thaine will check to see who has gone to camp previously. The Garton 
scholarship applications have been sent out. They are due back by April 15th. On June 
8th, The Triumphant Sound Quartet will perform a concert at 4:00pm with a meal to 
follow. Connie contacted the Browns to sing at the church on July 13th during the 
Laurens Celebration after the Ham Ball Dinner. She hasn’t heard about a contract yet 
but will      contact them again. $3500 from Siddell has already been approved. The 
next Ad Council will be     on April 13th after church service. Sue has requested a 
personal day on March 18th.    
  
Pastor’s Report:  
There will be a baptism on April 6th, Scarlett Gustafson. There will be no potluck that 
day as the Gustafson’s will provide a meal. On April 23rd, Confirmation will be at 6:00pm 
as the Lifeline reveal is at 7:00pm. Pastor will be gone April 28, 29 and 30 to watch her 
grandson, Charlie, while Jessie is gone to a meeting. May 4th is the District Conference, 
and will be held at the Laurens church starting at 2:30pm. VBS will be June 2-5th. Pastor 
has made many visits to parishioners including Dee Ingalls. She is requesting prayers 
for Dee. Pastor will be gone to Des Moines on March 27th to Orders and Fellowship 
meeting. March 30th, Ben & Elizabeth Meyer will be brought in to membership. Lenten 
lunch will be at Methodist Church on April 2nd.  
  
Old Business: none 
  
 



New Business:  
Discussion was held about bibles for 3rd graders. Pastor wants to get a different type. 
Sue will order some more “Baby’s First Bibles.” Connie asked who is in charge of 
banners for funerals. It was      decided the worship committee would be in charge of 
the changes.  
  
Treasurer & Finances:  
Thaine reported that finances are doing ok at this time. He has made apportionment 
payments for January, February, and March. 
  
Amanda made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Michelle seconded the motion. Meeting 
was adjourned.  
  
Respectfully submitted, 
  
Sharon Meier 
Council Secretary 
  

 
  
 


